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Saudi actress wows 
audience with solo stage 
performance in Jeddah

Egypt’s major 
operation in Sinai 
kills 16 militants

8652
Pakistan human rights 
lawyer Asma Jahangir 
passes away

The opening skirmishes of 
a catastrophic new conflict

Baria Alamuddin
writes in Opinion

Iran’s meddling ‘a threat 
to all in region,’ US says
War in Syria has entered a dangerous new phase, analysts tell Arab News

ARAB NEWS

BEIRUT/WASHINGTON: The war in 
Syria threatened to enter a new and 
dangerously unpredictable phase on 
Sunday as the US and Israel issued 
stark warnings over Iran’s role. 

Israeli forces will press ahead with Syria 
operations despite the loss of an F-16 warplane 
shot down on Saturday, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said. Israel carried out 
major air raids in Syria on Saturday against 
what it described as Iranian targets.

“We inflicted a heavy blow to Iranian and 
Syrian forces,” Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu told the Israeli Cabinet on Sunday. 

“We made clear to everyone that our rules of 
engagement will not change in any way. We 
will continue to harm anyone who tries to 
harm us. This was our policy and this will 
remain our policy.”

Iran also came under fire from the US State 
Department. “Iran’s calculated escalation of 
threat and its ambition to project its power and 
dominance place all the people of the region 
— from Yemen to Lebanon — at risk,” 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert said. 

“The US continues to push back on the total-
ity of Iran’s malign activities in the region and 
calls for an end to Iranian behavior that 
threatens peace and stability.”

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said all 
concerned in Syria and in the region must abide 
by international law, and called for an immediate 
de-escalation in Syria. The UN Security Council 
will discuss the crisis on Wednesday.

Guterres is “following closely the alarming 
military escalation throughout Syria and the 
dangerous spillover across its borders,” UN 

spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.
Ambassador Marcelle M. Wahba, president of 

the Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington, 
told Arab News: “These incidents … are of 
great concern as they could easily escalate. 
With the US military presence in Syria, as well 
as Russians, Iranians, Hezbollah, Syrian 
regime forces, Syrian Kurdish forces and a 
number of other opposition groups, it is a reci-
pe for disaster if things get out of hand. I’m 

sure the US government is encouraging 
restraint on all sides.”

Ellen Laipson of the Stimson Center in 
Washington told Arab News Saturday’s events 
were “a dangerous turning point in the con-
flict. Israel and Syria have long experience in 
avoiding confrontation, but this incident risks 
changing the behavior of both states.

“It will not necessarily lead to sustained Israeli 
involvement in Syria’s civil war, but it illustrates 

that after the territorial defeat of Daesh, and the 
view that Syria has prevailed in its internal war 
against domestic opposition, the Syrian crisis has 
turned into a multiheaded monster.”

On the ground in Syria, six civilians, two of 
them children, died in renewed Assad regime 
airstrikes on Saturday night on the opposition 
held enclave of Eastern Ghouta on the outskirts 
of Damascus. 
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The Syrian regime has intensified its bombardment of the besieged Eastern Ghouta region outside 
Damascus, killing more than 245 civilians including dozens of children. (Reuters)

Harness tech for the common good, 
Modi tells Dubai summit

DUBAI: A sprinkling of Hollywood stardust, 
South Asia’s most charismatic politician, and a 
67-year-old who wants to be an astronaut — 
Dubai’s annual World Government Summit 
had it all when it opened on Sunday.

The three-day event has attracted 4,000 lead-
ers from the worlds of business and economic 
and public policy, with the theme of “shaping 
future governments.”

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi told 
the summit 21st-century technology was essen-
tial for his country to face the challenges of 
poverty, unemployment, housing, education 
and natural disasters.

But he warned: “It is the job of govern-
ments to ensure that the power of technology 
is used for the good of the common man. 
Technology has got to be a constructive, 

positive force. Man sometimes fashions tech-
nology into destructive and violent areas, 
like when cyberspace is used for the spread of 
extremism.” 

The actor Robert De Niro teamed up with the 
UAE government in the Climate Project, a two-
year initiative to share knowledge on coping 
with climate change.

“If a country is strong, people will want to 
invest,” De Niro said. “Community agriculture 
and sustainable development are key.”

And the summit heard that more than 3,000 
Emiratis had applied for the four available 
training courses to become the UAE’s first astro-
nauts.

“This is not space tourism, but a real initia-
tive to encourage Emiratis to study science and 
technology,” said Yusuf Al-Shaibani, director 
general of the Mohammed bin Rashid Space 
Center.

A quarter of the applicants were women, 
the youngest to apply was 17 and the oldest 
was 67. “We wish him luck,” Al-Shaibani 
said.
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French Premier Edouard Philippe and 
IMF chief Christine Lagarde were among 

key speakers at the summit. (AFP)

SPECIAL TO ARAB NEWS

Salute to the bravery of a Yemeni heroine blown up by Houthis 
MOHAMMED ALI

ADEN: Friends, family and col-
leagues have paid tribute to a 
young humanitarian activist 
killed by Houthi militias in 
Yemen. 

Reham Al-Badr, 32, died along-
side another volunteer when a 

Houthi mortar landed near their 
car as they delivered food aid to 
families trapped near the front 
lines in Taiz city. 

“Reham was like a bee, you 
could find her everywhere in Taiz 
giving goods to people,” her 
friend and colleague Dalia 
Mohammed told Arab News, 
unable to hold back her tears. 
“Those who know Reham, they 
know the loss for Taiz.”

Reham’s group had been dis-
tributing food in the east of the 
city on Thursday when they were 
targeted by the Houthis. 

“We were in a civilian car 
and there were no military 

vehicles near to us but there 
were fierce battles going on,” 
Dalia said.

“Fighters of the Yemeni army 
told us that the Houthis were 
heavily targeting the area and 
that we should not stay together 
because the Houthi snipers were 
shooting at anyone.”

Dalia, Reham and the other 
volunteers finally found a safe 
place where they could distribute 
the aid they had with them.

“At 12 p.m. we heard fierce 
shelling and shooting targeting 
the road that Reham and her 
friends had gone through.”

After the attack, government 

fighters recovered the bodies and 
broke the news to Dalia. She is 
numb with grief, but she believes 
Reham died doing incredible 
work to ease the suffering of peo-
ple in the city.

“She did not care about shell-
ing, threats or anyone trying to 
stop her. When we worked in the 
front lines, she was always the 
first to go and encouraged others 
to do so,” Dalia said.

Hundreds of people attended 
Reham’s funeral in Taiz on 
Friday. Prime Minister Ahmed 
Obeid bin Daghr praised her work 
and offered his condolences.
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$100bn needed for 
Iraq reconstruction

SPECIAL TO ARAB NEWS

SUADAD AL SALHY 

BAGHDAD: Iraq will tomorrow 
call on international companies 
to invest in projects to help with 
the $100 billion reconstruction of 
the country devastated by the war 
with Daesh.

About 2,300 companies from 70 
countries will gather in Kuwait City 
for the three-day conference pledg-
ing to rebuild Iraq.

More than 157 strategic projects 
will be launched for invest-
ment at the event orga-
nized by Baghdad, 
Kuwait and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetary Fund.

The projects 
include, residential 
complexes, oil refin-
eries, airports, railways, 
bridges and petrochemical 
factories, said Iraqi officials.

But in cities like Fallujah, where 
civilians are still dying from Daesh 
booby traps more than 18 months 
after they were liberated, the mon-
umental scale of rebuilding the 
country is all too evident.

Essaa Al-Sayer, the city’s mayor, 
told Arab News that more than 
37,000 houses are partially dam-
aged and 1,700 completely destroyed 
in the city and its outskirts.

In cities like Ramadi and Mosul, 
the situation is even worse.

“The Iraqi people need more 
than buildings and roads to get 
back on their feet,” said Wendy 

Taeuber, the International Rescue 
Committee’s Iraq country director. 
“Vulnerable Iraqis need jobs, qual-
ity education and health care, and 
fair access to government assis-
tance, including compensation for 
the immense losses they experi-
enced during the conflict.

“This conference is an opportu-
nity to focus on the issues that 
matter most to those who paid the 
heaviest price.”

The Iraqi Ministry of Planning 
has estimated the total cost of 

reconstruction of the affect-
ed areas at $100 billion, 

including the resto-
ration of infrastruc-
ture and economic 
development.

But the govern-
ment said it is more 

interested in invest-
ment in projects rather 

than handouts from foreign 
countries.

“We do not rely too much on 
grants given by participating 
countries to secure the amount 
needed to rebuild Iraq.

Our true reliance is on invest-
ment,” Abdulzahra Al-Hindawi, 
spokesman for the Iraqi Ministry of 
Planning, told Arab News.

“Iraq will present a package of 
investments and we believe that 
there are many companies are 
willing to work in Iraq.

“We hope that the investment 
will move the ball of reconstruc-
tion and launch it.”
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2,300 firms from 70 countries to attend Kuwait 
conference pledging to rebuild country
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