Flip the page to see the cover of our special

edition on the Christchurch attacks
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CHRISTCHURCH REMEMBERED

From horror
to hope

How Riwis inspired
the world to defy hate

The Voiceof a
Changing Region

Sunday, March 15, 20020 - Rajab 20, 141
wwwarabmews.com




New Zealand's
‘darkest day”

Prirme Minister Jacinda
Ardarn and ather public

Fheow evennts uilodled
oan March B, 2005

mmanefaato with racist

1:22 p.m. [local time)

figwres receive an emaded

justificotions for o threatened
massncre. Palice are alerted

1:40 p.m. F

A man armed with sermi- i
putamatic weapona anters ‘
Frriday prayaers in Al-Maoor
mcEc s aredd Baprans shshoting
whila livestreameng the attach,
killimg 43 poopis.

ARAR NEWS Suiday, March 15, 206200

1:46 p.m. 47 p.m.

Thie AuRpect M avis the Armnd OfTenders Sguad
mosque and gets in his car, mambars orrive ot Al-Noar
drivirgy townards lvis naxt rigiagjuig, wilace ars stops
target He continues hes to give first nbd to a gunshot
livegtrapm, which stops wickim, Two mirate s laker,
before e arrves. Mow Zoaland police first

respondars arrive.

Christchurch remembered One year on
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The kiwi connection

52 p.m.

Gureman arrens at Linveaod
maosque and begins shooting
thiraugh tha windaws, Killing
elght people. [Another
victimn dies later in hospital |

1:54 p.m.

FPalice responders pnd

n membar of the &rmed
CHffardars Sgquad haad o
Linwaod masdgus, one
mirnute before thae
shoatar flecs.

BoirCEa:
Mera Feabard
swlata wifas

1:59 p.m.

Police in pursuit of the gunman
rom: the suspect’s car, forcing

it T the ramd and dragiFing i
ot of the vehicle. The alleged

pttacker recoives his firet
charge of murder the naxt day.
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A year after the Christchurch mosque attacks, Arabs, Muslims and Kiwis came together in Dubai to
recall the shocking events and reveal how their ties were strengthened in the face of violent intolerance

Ona Carlo Diae Codn

When news of a mass shooting at
two mosques in Chrisichurch, New

Zealand, broke on March 15 last
vear, New Zealanders around the
world were left in a state of shock.

Recalling the dramatic events ol that day, Maan Jalal,
an Iragli Eiwl who lives in Dobail, ssid that he “couldn
bielieve what b was hearime”

“Having grown up in New Zealand. T know what the
people ane like, and we don't have this kind of mengalsdy;”
el Jalxl, who pow works for the New Zealan] EXpe
20 pavilson,

“Tt was really sad et saomethioge el happens esvery-
whame ¢lse aronmed the workd somebow made its way to
New Feglarwl, wilvich is a very peadelol phce” e adhlesd

After what Prame Minlster Jacinela Ardlemn desenberd

2= ane af New fealancd’s “darkest dav<" the world came

et iier in salidarety with the country as different soeial
groujs — Arabs, Moslims, hiwis anel others — united

Lt viaices Lo giake 3 statensenl aganel late,

For this special issue, Arab Mews med more than adozen
pengHe Al Biwilk-ovwnes] BEaw Cofbee iy Dbl o diseoss
hera the iTagee evenis strengihened thedr tes

e of the cafe owneers, Bim Tlhompson, wiss has
e biving i the UAE For more ithan two decades, salid
that she couldn® “make senes” of the hatred displaved
bw the gunman who opened flre ai the moscoes, killing
Al people. Thompson has embraced both the Arab and

Eiwd worlds, working with Emiratiz as well as having an
E.mirads soa-in-law,

=1 was horritied. 1 would hate Tor other pesople to think
that Kew Zealand was a mekst coumtry,” shee said,

Cameron Thomas, whio Lives in Dubad with b partnes
Charledie Endres and their 13-year-odd dasghier 1sabella
TEhmmas, sxidk "My mothier lives in Christelnanch. My
cpeker lihves there, ion, They went to the first Friday

X

I know what the
people are like,
and we don’t
have this kind
ofmentality.

Ma"mn Jalal
Irmcy Pl Buing In Dbl

prayers afier the masacre aned s that it was just

amazingg. People showed such esmpathy amdd © o s
s ot the memioral ==rnices.

Tl hate wis Dronpghsl o ouir Commiry; i wias nol moade
im auar coundry. New Zealamd has this image of a praceful
pation. IU's wol a=. IS gl who we are.

*His the gunman’s) ngencla was against Muaslims, bot

b atbsckes] hurnan B=ings. He attacked New Zelansd. He
alacked onrvabues” Thamas sakd

Lz responss to the attack, woren around the conintry
donned headscarves to express support for the Muslin
ponammaty. Mosgues were ipumdated with messages of
sl dariiy. naing the words = We Are One”

(rhadair Al-Shemar, 3 howain-born Riws who sei
up 3 ieaining fstitule in Dol with an Emirat-Fiwi
rolleague, said the response o the attacks was a
“Fiwi thing."

Al-Shemuan said thai she wasn't surprissd by the undty

lemonsirates] In' the coumry smce New' Zeabncders
hisve abways been a caring group of peaple, “Once | goi

@

I was horrilied.
1 would hate for
other people to
think that New

FJealand was a
racist country.

Kim Thompson
Raw CofTas calfe co-owrar, Dulam

sick amdl 1 was meally amazed. My nesgshbors would cone

anel check of e They wiondbd ask svliaat 1 seansted, wiast |
nesgsilest] ancl brimg me food. In New dealand, oor friencs
are our FBamily” she s,

Al-Shemari said that the attacks opened “deeper doors™

[ peeogle b New' Zealaied Lo leacn abodl @ach olfiee”
“It hroighd an opportumdty to bearn abawt our similan-

ek aml cenbisiee our olifferenies,” <he il
The oo worlds have mooch in common, acrarching
lop Al-Slsemart, who was a Muslim ocommunily lesder

in New Zealand, The island natbon has a significand
Muslim population, amd there ame similarties between
the UAE and New Zealand, with both sdewed as safe,
dhiverse and apen places.

=abety and diversiry were ansoeng the reasons lane
Simeed, an American wha gase hirth 1o her first chilld
in New Zesland, thoweght i was a eood plsce Lo rase
a family

“For us, one of e appesiis ol going to Mesw' Zealind was
Just how safe it was, and really how culbinrally undfed

thery are as a coontry,. They have strong ethics, momls
art values,” sl sgidh “1T0 was moc s mafe shocking for us
bir have the attack happen in o place like that than from
vl we'te frodm”

Simed praiserd the XNew Lealand prime minister's
hamliing of the sitedéon: “1er response peally beld
pveryone together, When something like that happens,
Ll re's sz 1 b ) seenme ol Tesar, She disl a wornde il jof
g ey that fear, saying this =n't e and we're going (o
unify against this hatred ™

Blatt Tooszood, o ab the owneers of Rew Collee, was
awe-sinwck when, m the wiake of the massacme, an imam
b heis Dbl e Do heoasl] cam wp 14 hiima at fis foonse
arl gave him a hug

Emirati Abchell Al-Manars, who sodied and lived in
Mew EZealand for nine years, echoex] the: sime experience.

“Soanething begutiful Oovirishesd] oul of this trapedy.”

“It was a tragedy for the Muslim communisy, haoi
hismamity Edne] ar thead stase. 105 3 begutifnl example —
prenpde shsould learm from what Newe Zealand did

THE 51 VICTIMS
REMEMBERED

(O March 15, 2014 one ol the worst attacks in
recent history fargeted Muslims in Christchurch
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