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PEACE PUSH

US envoy Blinken flies in for new
crisis talks as Jerusalem simmers

e [srael rounds up 43 Palestinians in occupied territories ® Schoolboy, 17, shot dead near Sheikh Jarrah

Arab Naws [eodan

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken arrives in
the Middle East eardy on

Tuesday for crisis talks
amild simmerng tensbon in

cccupled East Jerusalem
andl o fragdle trmce in Gaz

Blinken will iravel to Jerusabom,
Hamallah, Caxiro and Amman and
el Israedl Prime Minister Ben-
amin  Netamyahu, Palestindinm
Authority  President  Mahmoead
Abbas, Epyptian Presddent Abudel
Fattah El-Sisl and King Abdulliah of
Tardan.

The visit fdlows an 114lay on-
slaught by tsrae] on the: Gaza Srip,
i which 28 Palesiinians, 96 of

them children, were killed in a

Iurrage of anstrikes amd artillery
shiedling. A rewmefine brokermed by
Egyvpt has been in place sinee las
Friclay.

“Ouar prunary fociss 18 o0 meEdn
taining the ceasefire, petting the as-
sis Ly B Pl ool wlse rveed 0L
the White House said on Moneday,

'S President loe BElen saixd

Blinken would “continue our &d
mingstrions oforts o el
fes fo, and sapport for, the Tal-
estidan people amsl leadeirs, allen
vears of neghect.”

[Eoveeyer, the spark for the lal-
51 condiict was e i Gaza, et in
ocrupied  East derusaleme lsmaedi

auithiorites are thirsateaing 1o evict
I3 Palestindan Gamibies, abanrt 300

people, Fom their bomes n the
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# Uinited
Palastinians hawe
changed the coures
of histoiry

By Ramzy Baroud
Fage 10

sheakh Jarmah area of the city and
hand the land over 1o Jewish se1-
Li=ra. A ook has postypsoned a ml-
i o the case,

Amid Palestinian peotests and
rising  btemsbon, [seeell  sccurmmy
foroes fired stin grenades this
moaiwth o worshipyers msice Al-
Adss Mosque, the third-holiesi
site im Islame and there were also
clashies between Arab and Jewish
lsmaeclis

israch police said they had ar-
resled LSSD peogde aiwl chiareed
1540 i the past fwo weeks aver “vi
oleat events™ Overmpht on Sa0n-
clay they arrested 16 Palostinians in
the oocupied West Hank and 27 in
Easl Jerusalem.

O Monday, Ismeli foroes shaot
desl a IH-year-old  Palestindan

sedionlsny mear Sheeikl  Jarrah.
Esrach anthorifies said the boy

el =abbsf two nwens b their

twentles, one of them a soldier,
Jordamwinn Foreirn Minader Ayman

SalwmB and Epvpitan Fobelgn Min-
ister Sameh Shouloy discissed

Palestiig on Moqclay in talks i

AETLTTRATY
Safadi =aid 1l was es=ential o
avol a recurrence of the bsrark

provacation that bad sparked e
mosl recent conflict.

“The BEsue of Shetkh Jarrah
muast be dealt with on the basis
thal there 18 neither righl nor be-
gitimacy for any Isracll decision io
fasplace people from thesr homes,
wikch woualdd be & wiar crifme thal
the interpnational community can-:
pel Lol rsate,” e said

SINCE 1975
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Turkish
officials
Jacerelrial
over killings

Aral News 5 0

Twn Formeer senior security officials
in Turkey face retraks after an

-:I|=II'II.'.=||.H coar oversurmed  theen
arquittals on charges relaied to 18
extrajdicial kilfings n the 1598h0s,
The relrials of Mehmet AprFar, a
former intersor minister and pofice
chief, and Barkul Eken, a formeer

inteldipemce offyclal, ape the lates
fallonet from explosive revelations

I e sl Tirkish snefia boss Seqbad
Peker

In n series of vikleos on his
YouTube chanmel. Peler  liss
exposed the close ties among
Turkeys deep slate, the far-right
rey Wolves proup anegd  the
Turkish mafia

Peker hasacoused Asarand Eken

il cHmEmdrting several antswial
acls under the state apparabs,

el imvalvensenl G an inber-
mational dmog-smupgling scheme
aml the astssinabtion of inveslea-
bive Joarnalists Ugur Aomecon amel

The latest allegations

will also undermine
the approval ratings of

President Recep Tayyip
Erdeogan's government.

Eutln Aclals,

Sinem Adar, associate ot the
Center for Applicd Tarkey Studwes
al the German Insttule for Inter-

matdonal and Securiny Affades, saldd
that the state-mafa-organized

Crime Wiangke in Turkey Was noy
4t in Uhee apse.

‘I 18 a public performance
through which parties show each
gilwer tlwelr power, aodacity aned
smmeiimes #ven their mnic — a
peerfornsance sl slaps one i the
face as the very evidenoe of political
anx] institilional decay” shie sxid

The katest allegations will also
unclermine the approval mbngs of
Prochdemt Recep Tayvip Endagsan’s
Eoernaenl.

“Thi= decline = not  resors
ihle® Adkar sasd “No doubt abonid
If. Peker's allegations are, [ this
sense, another het o an already
leesing al lEainee

Detalled report — o0

1 /1¢Briet

Lebanese political parties
have reacted skromgly to a Bedmal
dlemonsiralion on Suiwlay by the

syvrian Soctal Nationalist Party amid
o ibeadly poliiscal slafemate. P§

“"JABS FOR YEMENIS

Hundreds of Yemnenss throneed
1o heabih factlities acmoss
govermment-comiralled arcas b
recerve COVED -9 vaccines on
Monday as the coumlry resumed jts
campaign to inocukie thowsamds
o vulneralfile peciple, P

KSA REFORMS
Saudi Arabsia 1= socking 1o

raise about 555 hidlson oser

Ehe et Tonar years throaEl s
prvatization program, PT

SECURITY

Saudi defenses thwart Houthi boat-bomb attack in Red Sea

[ranian military technology a growing threat 1o LS allies in Gul

drah Nows | odh

Saudi naval defenses thwartes) an
attack in the southern Red Ses on
Monday by the lran-hacked Houthi
miditia u=ing a ook -irsppesd bosi
laden with explosives,

The Saudi-ded coalition in Ye
mien sadi the Hoothiss comzmuesd
to thoeaten shippiee Bnes  and
plobal trade, and were using the
Stocklsdm Arredmenl as & i
brella tx lnunch hostile abacks
from the Ied Sea porl ol Hodeliahe
Thi atieck was condemnped by the
secretary-penermd of the Chzanaza-

e of Tl e Camopar i bisn Yo gasaed
Al-Chaimeen, and by the UAE.

T Foreienn Minstry sabd e
UAE “conssders this atiack mew
pyRlenoe al the Houthi militia's ¢n-
deavor to undlermine BRIy Al
stahilaty in the regon.”

The Arab Parliamen  corsdemmmned
the “haosiile adiack” amd warned
that the Howthis contlnoed o
threaten maritime shippang lanes
el global trade In the Red Sea.

Il malled om the infermational

codnavindty amd the UN Secarity
Council b thlee *n firmn stan 1o de-
ter these lemmorisd pracboes,” and
eild Tran played a fundamemntal
rale m supplying the Hoothis with
wrapans amwd misslles,

Seourity analysts have iodd Amb

INSIDE

® Can lranean drone tech force
a shift in balance of power?

apatight, Pages 3

# Red Sea sagurity reguires
international co L

By Dv. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg
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Niews ! Iranian milicary techivohs-
gy, particularty drones, was a grow
i Lhiread (o the US and s allies
the Gulfl, inchuding Saudl Arabia.

The Howuthis have frequently
sed] “hoitering munbEms”™ alsos
known as suicide drones, against
Saihi Arabia’s eiviban and military
infmstruciure, which appear o
[ pe Componeis based heavily
on an Iramdan desien.

“*The Iramian dromne  pooEraE
has imnovated with sophesticated,
imfipenowsly  produced  dirones,
which it supplics to reglonal al
lies,” sasd Dir, James Borers, of the

Cenber for War Studies at thwe Uni-
versity of Southem Denmark

Lsecurity analvsts tell Arab News

“Thix beoad dalusson of Iranian
drone technologkes makes it al
most imposstble o tell who oon-

dicied a lethal drone sirike i the
region, and thus who should be

bele]l secomintable. This is andy go-
i 1o =et inore dilfcalt ™

2 Riyals = Yol X1V
Mo, 1700 = 165 i pes

21 =

g 71319833 ||




The Organizotion of Iskamie Cooperation
dleponpmees U Howl bl termorist sirikies
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Oniline
Workshop

Join Dana Talal's workshop 1o ex-
pand vour skills in making nicely
scenbed and besutifudly shapesd

s o soas The weirkehop will
be hedd om Weddnesday from 4

gr.on bis T o For repistradbon amd
mae information visit ] L
ences supdiftoom

1F TaaCE oy &5 orps ol youar Favorice
desserts, then this workshop,
offered by Pperade, will benefid
your, The = Mscamn Workshop,”
presenbed Iy Keham Al-Hosseing,
will introduce the perfect way io
ke macanans. Hesislmtion is
via wpgrade-sacom,

Onling
Silent Matare

Join Jummanah fioklesry'’s work-
shap ta leam the tips amed tools
ol dawing silend nalure, which

Ereans drewlng any ibanlmate
phaeci or drawing still creatures

Like: plants. The worksbogy will by
hickd on Wednesday from 4 pom.
to 7 pum. For regisiralion sisl
CAECT TS, sugpdi i oom,

- Suie

Al-Thurmamn
Paragliding

Have an odventurous ride
thirough the clouds with Cag
Saarl, amd engoy the scenery and
beauiifl view as vouo paraehide
over the extended Al-Thumama
amazbng dunes. More inlorias-
tlom can be fourd on the Hala
Yalla apip.

1heRe
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THE FICTUBER THAT g Wkl THE DAY

Ister

HRC Picwrdent Oy . Awwnd Al-Awwed recelred U Migter of Slata for 8 MEds Ensf arsd Berth Affen James CGeaverty [h Ripadh on Manday. “- =

FoAWWE] Al-Awwad,
presiclent of the Human Kights
Cammassiom (HRC S hield a
mest o with the UK Mingster
of State for the Middle Exst and North
Afrca Jarmes Cleverly at has affice im
Rivadh on Monday,

Hring the mecting, the righis cheel
haefiliphited the Kingsloms elforts for the
protection of haman rights

He brefed the visiling digmitary aboiid
several indtacives the Ringdomn hisd taken
imder king Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed hin Salmian io ensure haman
righils anel reform thee sector Aonge molern
lines,

They also disoussed aspecis of
cooperation i the Beld of humsn rights

later, the rights chied held 3 meeting

What STrending

HURGLARY

Arundel Castle

P Tregsure worth L1 muilliomn CGSL4
a mdllicn) has been stolen o asd

o Arundel Caste in West Sussery,

England, inclading the golden
rosary carmied by Mary Ghaeen of Scods io heer
eReCuCionn b 1587 and the coposei s © s 2ihe
gifted 1o the Earl Marshal,

Priday's mebbery happened days after the
castle reapened (o the public. The stolen ilems
weie desciibsed by a castle spolespetaon as
being of “priceless historcal importance™ and
“Errepkaceabie.”

Accorling to castle staff, the burglar alarm
wenl off at 1030 poan. A police spokesperson
st that officers arrived st the soene of the
crime within mamiles,

“I vodn were In Arundde] on Friday evendisg
anel saw any suspicus activity aronemsd
the area of the castle, please contact us,”
saicl Molly O'Mallev, detective consdable of
Chichester CID, “The castle only reopened
o visidtors on May 18 5o, 1 vou were visiting
during the past few days, do you on rellection
recall anvone behavimg at all suspicionsly® B
v are offers] or hear of sivodse affertne Lo
sale any of the items stolen, we wonld also like
{0 teear [roo you®

with the Netherbands Ambassador Fanet
Albwervln.

They discased vays to enhanoe ties
bietween the Bao comnlises especially in
thiet field of human righis

Al-Awwad pradsed the depdh of bes
betweet) Ui two Cotlntres He also
highleghted the importance of ofticial
ol adimed 1o exehatiee views
o different issnes. Saudi Arahia 1=
wiklnessing a gualilative leap in the fickd
af hman rights, The Eingodonys ¥islon
TG0 progEram B st the Toreiront of these
resforrmns interded to focus on mane.

The righis chiel said the Visson 2030
plan emphiastaes the protection of haman
rihis and the =i aatlorities are
making contlmees offorts o ensare the
rights af all in the Kingdom.

Hecenthy, the HRC in parinership with
Alvwabeed Phiblanblimogies launcebed 3 secies
of training programs and seminars.

The prwcrams aim o boost The
capabdlithes of workers in the field of
mrman righis ane charmty work

Al-Avwwal wd that the HEC & ready
b cnaperate with all local, regronal, and

interisdborial estaldishaens warldng b

the fiedd of human nights
He saed thsl the comomission is aominge
b imtegrate oman nghts methododogy

into the sector, ssrensthen interaction
with homan rights mechanisms and bl

capabilities [or specialist workers.

MO over GO recent el sions e
b improve Ehe situation of haman
righits [n the Ringdom. 32 were related
b weimen,

Taadiryy foent fewprbes e pilerineedd by Newela Jain

IN PERIL

Sasha Johnson

F
in the head
Her Takdne the Liritiative Party saicd
the atteck, wiuch eask place 18 the esirly
howrs of Sunelay in sowth Lambon, hasd

followed many death thireats,

Podice said thers was oo evidence
the attack was targeted or iF she lsed
received any credible threats againsd
her, atlding e investisalie was
CRETinE

=he was taken to hospital
with Ll hrestonang Inyurics
and offvcers have appealed for
W,

Irnarta Ao, a Fedeid of
Jehnson, tald the BBC that
doctors lad operated
o the activist and i
had gone well. She
wis now wills hes
paremis, Ayton said,

sl added thal

Black Lives Matter {RLMI
acirvisl Sasha Johnson, 27,
is peponiel to be in & crigical
coirHE Lo after being shid

TheRegion

Fhe Widkelle Faorsd Rowrmalgs

Arah Maws Dol

* Thre Inlrrmaticnal Conlerence an

Moedical and Heabth Sciences will
take place in Dubai on May 205, The
evenl abms o provide an oggpeeeta-
nity for participamts to exchange
their ideas aned knowledee in
person with their pecrs

®The Eradiram |
place in Algeria
an ilm to offer i
all partscipants |
® Dnlwih Helisheew will ke plase
umkil May 25, The event brimgs to-

priber the imtermatiomal helicopier
community and customers incbod
ing slate representaiives and trade
visltors from thee Gull regior, the
Micldle East, Inbia anc Africa

EiE s Cin Chee prodslie arsd ase singe
knowleder with professiomals,

il May 3.

ride shoy will lake
ienfil May 36 with
I Cpeoar Py £

0 present thetr ac-

Jumne [,

s Emiratt family-pamned Rabdan
Equuestrian Clab & organizing
bomehack riding through the pris-
tlne dunes of the ARWathha desert

Johinson was at a party or gathering
al B Lime al Uee shoding Bt dsd mod
belseve her friend was the intended
victim. “As faras [ am awane, this
Incikdent is more related to rival gangs as
oo 1o Ieer acdvism”®

Johnsom, wha is an Oxford Broaokes
Lliniversaly praduale amd o mother, has

heen leading the BLM mosemsent in the
'K and is a member of the Talking the
Inltktive Parmy s esdership comomiines,
“I'his was a shocloang mosded
Fas kel a younE wonnsim wilh
VETY SeTias miuries,” said a
police offcial. “Our thoupehis
are with her famedly whie are
Bzl peenyscbed e ich suppse at
this terribdy dificult time 17 you
vy anyibneE susgiciosns i the

Consort Bosd area in the carly
hiours of Sunday morminge,

oF il you have leard
imformatsen snce thal

. Coikld help detectives,
i s cracial that you
el dne Ronee®

Todavs

Number

249k

The iodal number ol mires cleansd
A Che Baili PFroject For Landmine
Clearance {Masam sinoe its lounch
i 2088 1o b protect Yemend
civilians. Moge than 1.1 millicn
mirnes have beeen planied by the

Lran-tachs=] Howgihis, clalming
i lrechs of civilian Bves. Masim is

o of several initiathves undertaloen
by Sanidhi Arabia 1o bhelp ease the
sulfering of the Yemenl poopds

WhosWho

Ahmad
AFMusained

hirnad Al-Musained
has bieen peneerl
nlanager of Corporse
rommunicationes at the
Minestry of Envirooment, Waler
andd Agriculivure sinoe Septemmbse
2020, He is also the manistry's
R W RS E S R W
Terliore oinkne the minisiry,
Al-Musained served as director of
mamporate comimedcations and

apieesman for Fhynas beiween
BOLS ard W20,

He wosked as monager of the
meslin cenber at ihe General
Autlwority of Cindil Aviation fnom

26 to 2018 aned head of the internal
and extermal media departmenis
af the Gemeral Cusioms Antlsoricy
fromme MHIH 1o

From 208 to 2017, Al-Mussined
taciEhd at tlie Imam Mabhamimex]
It Sand Islamide University as an
assaciale leciurer. He alse warked

a5 & drmaklst and nesnaged e
newsroom at Al-Hayad daily.

Hae hialds i isasder's dégres i
mass communication ane is a
metin doctoral camsdidate.

He compleded several courses
in leadershap, conferences and
APFEELTS fEnaEement, aiwl
carmpsen planninge and execulion.
For twa years, he studied
carpomie comimibcations and
el liopeed cross -culnaral and
interpersonal communscation
CURTECR R S

Throughaout his career,
Al-Mu=ained min many
successfinl campalgns. The most
recent example s the *Together
Forewer™ camipaign ke ied
0% Flvnas 10 spiead messapes
of hope during the coronavimas
clisease OOV TD-190 paaw] esncic.
He also organized and managed
otheer campaigns lannched by the
Minksiry of Environement, Water
and Agreculture such as “Let's
Make 10 Crveti,” o massive drjve
o pland 10 millkon trees in
Sawdi Arabhia

o Ahetraction and Calkigraphy —
Tewind a Universal Lanpuape® al
el Lonpvre: A Tihahd explones
thee calligraphy of Assa and Korth
Aleica. The exiulbadr will East andl

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

May 25 Fajf Sunrise Dhulw  Asr  Maghrob tata
A ak id 14 =39 218 F33 57 gav
B aclinah A5 34 k2:19 .43 Tl A:34
Riyadh 337 5. O k61 314 ety 808
Abha 411 34 RO7 326 &40 B:30
Damrmam 318 448 37 305 525 Tab
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['Fve mmdkigias belbeve they can carrs
out attacks that won't provoke a
Pesspanse, Vel will create enoogh

[rectbon to Induce us to leave,
Gen, Frank McEnanzia

s el e s WA Ea

Dronas pricr ta s drill in central bran, whars mildsry plannars Bopa to tom the tids of modarm sarfare with the Ietaet technology, Thair lethalty [rl.:l'rl:] has recertly haam provan is rag. &

MIDDLE EAST

Can Iranian drone tech force
a shift in balance of power?

Armed drones used by Iran-backed militias against US and allies reflect a qualitative change in asymmetric warfare

Paal Beddigan im0l 1'on

The drone threat posed (o
US and coalitbon personnel
by Iran-backed militias

Is growing, and defenses
agalnst such threats remaln
limited — particularly in
the face of Tehran®s growlng
capabilities. That was the
clear message dellvered by
the US milltary commander
in Uha: Middle East during
hils most recent visit to Irag.

Frank Mchenrie's
wartkng came [0 the wake of a rash
o drane attacks liunched by [ran's
proxacs and allsed proups in the
remion aexinsd coslition posilions
Al regknal pariners of thde 175,
a development viewel by many
&5 2 qiEn ol a shilt n the sirmategie
balance of power

*We'me workimg: very hard 1o find
iechimdenl Bixes that wondd allow
us to be more effective against
dirofies,” e US Cenirad Cotmand
WENTCOMI commander  said.
“WWe're apen o all Kiruds ol Heiogs.
[he army s workinge il very bard.
eHll. T doa't think we're where we

want 1o e
Take the dione attack Lhinched
from Erag in January that targeted

Marms (en

Sasli Arabia O e explosives-
laden drone sirike i April thai
larpeed the LS tmop base a1 frhid
International Alrport msbde  the
ormally secure auntomomons
Fuarlistan resion, causing a large
flere amwtl darnage tooa budlding

While the attacks did pid canse
major casaalties, they neverthedess
underscared the cvsving sl
of the threat, aml lrans apudly
alvamscing dimne capsibilities

The Imn-backed Houihl medlitia
in Yemen has Tregusently  oesedd
lsitering munkitons, alse known
¥ mucide drones, aramst Saodi
Aradiia's clvillam amd mllitary infra-
stmctare, which appear o festure

rompinends bassxl bBeavily on an
Iranian design

In the conflick m the Gaa Stnp
it Talesfinian group Hamas s
Eamikaze-type dronesagainst lsmrel
w'hisch exhabited mamy sinsilarstses o
Rl s Eramian dhsipmi

A recent Reuters repart suggests
that [mn has chanped fis sSratesy
i Iradg. Instesd of redyving on larsel
established Shitte miliba proups
L Aty ol oy atltacks agEains
s amd onalitioen forees, if = now
relyiny on much smaller miditia
gronps completedy loval to Tehran

['he: regime repaortediy ioodk 2510
af these IEhters 10 Lebanon la<
yvear, where they were trained by
Irany’s islamic Revolutionory Goand
Corps (IHGC) advisers 1o fly dimises
dand carry oul reCEet atthehs, The
resudt has been a spate of done
ditachs, bodl witlin amsd  orsgs-
nating from Irag,

Weaponry of this Eind can be
diftvcule 1o delend aEainst, oven
for US forres operatinr advance:|
allr defense rvalodms, acomarding b
EXpTER

*The use of weapadiized dirone
svslems in Yemen, or doring
ithe latest conflicd o Gaza, 1= a
blueprint for how drones will be
used in condiict from this podnd
forward,” Dr. lames Booers, of
e Cenrler For War Sudies a1 the
University of Southern Denmark,
told Arab Neas,

“The aldliy 1o sencd mlciple
dromes and missiles all at once
mbeans that even the most sopdyis-
fhated defense systems can be
:-..I.I|ITi|I-:'|E.|':|||-:I-'. T

Iran’s Arprerprinds ame all over
the recent profleration of aremed
dromes amongz non-stale actors
anel muilivias g ot the Sk le
East, As Rogers nodes, the distance
and denimhdity alfonded by the
drome ks made it “a valoed 1ood”
iy Iran’s arsenal.

“Thw Dramlan  deomse  AOEYIm
has imnovated with sophisticated,

BOOBY-TRAPPED DRONE
ATTACK IN IRAQ

A el spre e s b Bl i e
Hurdstian in A

i g
EYRLA - .,

aite of &pri 14

L0321, crone

attack Hira
il
I P = Pl
||__..._
S
T s
WA
A
o AR S

4 III..|.-
(

/
Lo
’ . :
e i

Maj. Son. Hoseedn Salaml, commander of thie IRGE. has instructed hlg foroaa
to train emalier militls groups keyal ta Tehran to cparste snd dapley dronns,

; .. :r'#:'

mdipenonisly  produces]  drcones,
which &t supplies 1o regional allies”
b maid.

“Thils broad dlffvsksn of [ranlan
drome Lechnaloeees makes 1t almaeoss
prrkpeossibde o fel] wihse corchictedd
g lethal drooee sirike in the reeson,
nnd thas who showld be  bicled
responsible amd accoundable. This
5 oty ol 1o get e difbouit”

The designs lan supplies are
aimilar 1© Tehrans own meochels,
nodahly the Ababll senies. Variants
of these droees hase appeared in
the Hoatll and Hamas arsenals,
and i that of Irans mam resional
piaky, Lhe Lebsinese Hezhbasdliah.

The techoodopy has Ut adided
henediid
semhblee] for covert transpor! and
reassembly at iie destinatbon.

For example, an anonyimons

| ||-|'||'||1 sy disas

Iragl oflbcial toddd the Associsied
Preews ninws apremcy thal the droau
that tarpeted Hivedh in dsvoars
was delivered (o Imgi militiamen
“im parts froen Iram ... assembbedd i
Iraug, and lannched from Erag.”

The elwscy of the wessins i
guestion has heen augmenged by
recent slvancements in commer-
cial drone technology,

w0 number of pon-slate aclors
have Iranaen desipns They an
ahle to produce thesr own sysiems,
fittel with commercially available
lechnologies, which they can then
supply oo theelr alfies” Rogers skid
“In essence, the drone s out of the
b, amd] the thireat is speeading”

Iram is well awzre it has found a
chink @ ils opponenls’ armor — amd
(s expRalting this videcrabiicy

[he Biden 1e=am had srmaled
bedclly even Before 11 oo office ol
its determination to find a pathwy
hack bvla the Joinl Cosmpseelaris-
sive Plan of Actwsn with Irmn. This
abubed  odyocive his =inee [rans
lated o indirect talks= m Vienna.

Siralepic and defesse expserTis
hedieve Iran has been testing the
S admindsraiion with caloulsted
provocations in muliiple theaiers,
partly in an #forl o {ake the
merastire of Presicdent Joe Boden,
ancl partly as a way to gxin leverape
i e puclear nesoiEiions

Nicholas Heras, sembor analysi
and program head for State Resil
ence and Framliy at the Mewslbnes
Inatitwte, says Iram's defense escals
lishment i1s ¥lesnmme into o Sraieesy
ol wiklizines drene Tomes 10 areseed
asymmetric challenpes to mare
technolosically  arlvances]  siats
ACOT oI TS

“Iran & bhuildine best-in-clss
capEbilities with the comncept ol
drone swarms in the air and at sea

whilch is= & sKil sl that worries US
e nse anil |||1|'|||j_'|'|'||'|' GfTicials
whio are respuired o prolect Us
Iorees deploved to the Meddle
Fa=t ” Hieras fald Arab Meas

*The TRGC is the global besler
in  dissemintine e lactics,
iechnlgues  and  procedures  for
draope warfare [0 non-state aclors
whte can then exectte hghiy Semnsg
tree attacks against Ln's opponends
while Fiving Iesn Che alslily o e
that it ordered chie attpcks”

Thee [NGCS prefermed moddels
of cholce are Kamlkaze droges,
which cmsh info their respective
farpets and expdode o G
since thev are easv 10 assemble,
casy o operate. casy (o ase
awerwhelming  swarm  allacks,
angl very challenging to coumier
Such drones are most likely what
Mlchenshe s In mincd.

“There is po one anti-air sysiem
that will work best &minst he
drane warfare methads that the
[RGC is teaching Iran’s partners
&l proxies,” Heras suid

“Counlering  Imns  mebworkeed
drone  warfare requles  active
sienials  infellipence o iddentify
aperatives asl  drome manufee
lmring «iles, and rapid reaction
Airuhes to hle 1hemn Bselfore they gl
ool Ll ol ™

Tlse threal pasex] by diomes (0
the LIS AL, |'|:| CEirnEHE, i S
remioaal partsers — has becoamne
impossible to Enore even by an
acdlministrabion whase stated soal
is [ oernd America’s “Tareser wars”

anel forms om the threats From
Fussia and China
“*These small- aned  meliem-

simed ddromes) presendt & new and
comglex threat o our forces and
thewses of o pariners aml allies”
McBenzie told Congress in April,
*For the fmsl sipce  Lhe
Fuoareak OP=CTRENE
withowt complete air superorty”

Litme
War. wi- ®r

Twitter: fpauliddon
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@@ A new roadmap to ensure a
sustainable environment
ABEER 8. AL SAUD
he anvironmeant is about more than pust Gity thatl ambosdies sustainakility throughout all of
o surreurdings; It [s an Intricate and ita sectors such as energy peneration and waste
imterconnacted system on which the lives  manogsment
af all Fang beaings depand Saud Arabia's Crown Prince Mobammed bin
That k= why it & one of the madn pllacs Salman, who |5 a big supporter of scotourism,
af thir LIN sustainabés dewslopmant goals récantly anmndinced, “The Ling," a ity af 1 milion
Tha dscourse on cimate and ervdronmental residents that preserves 85 percent of the nature
sustaimabiity started in 1887, when a group of 22 withinn MEOM, with zerg cars, zera streets and raro
cauritros, inGludirng Saeh Araba representod by Carbon amisRn,
Or, Balsh Alathesl, drafted "Our Cammon Future™ = a The Saud| Green InfHative is a collection of huge
raport that introduced the definition of sustainable  projects, policles, strategies that aém ta make the
davelapment, Kingdorm and the reat of the warld srvisanmantally
The 1BBT Brundtland Commisslon Report sustainable far future genarations.
described sustanable development as And &8 8 majer superpower In the Middle East,
“developrmant that meets the needs of the Boudi Arabia pionesared a regionad inftiative as an
present withou! compromising the ablity of futues wapangion and part of its Saudi Green Init=tive
generations to meet their own — called the Middie East Grean
needs.” "'-._ Inftative. It is part of the
It pavesd the way 1o the Rio Earth Kirgrdom's plars that wers
Health drive The King Salman Humanitaran Ald and Relief Center on Monday BPA Summit in 1992, where Saud Arabla  The Kingdom has Introcuced b3 implemernt massive
_ . i T : _ R . also participated with a large fries plartation and afTorastaticn
launched a medical compaign to coembat blindness and other oye disease in Sudan. delegation of cxperts jed by formar considated its mrolects I Baudl Arable and the
The drive Bas been liunched in cooperation with Al-Badr Chantable Foundarion, Finance Ministar Mchammed Al prosition as a leading Middla East.
Abciiinb hail couniry working lor Arather progect is the Middle
The Kingdom contnues o remaln  seshrommmenital solitlosns En:?'l: Riviera on the Red Sea,
gommitted to cooperate with the with the launch of 1 whioh aims to be a model in
s . ta ensure sustainable development initiatives and man attraction for it is the
and chmarts , !I.mp-rl'lﬁ'-ﬂ'.l-. AT AL,
Ralterating the Kingdom's The rapid industrialization that
stance on thes Esus, King Sakran told the Climate bagan in the 18th century catapulted civikzation
Summit cn Esrth Day an April 22 "The abjective to new heights, wealth and abundance, which
is sustaimable developrment and to aohiave this, improved the quality of life and welbaing of
thete must be & comprebensive methodaology that developed natons.
Or Stran e e t takes Inta account the different developmental Hiowepvir, this massive develapment cams at a
X a S alroumsianoes that exist in the world ™ ¢oal &8 it requred a leasy consumption ol natural
p Saudi Arabia's Yision 2030 also kays great resaurces and led to several envircnmental lssues.
amphasis on econornio and armdronmsantal A= we transition from the “Information Age® to
[ | di di bi its position as “:;::Ihg i ﬁn-hi i m'-tmmw s ey
L T " o ol Ol B CaLumn r - B ciiment era
|.157 new coronavirus cases reported i Saudi Arabia s costpongr ok s o YOI s ragrs-soss b s B
imitsatives and dga-prapcts, auch as the Sk paophe arvinal and plaM spicios ard cor plasmat
Smudi Arabia’s Health Ministry  cases with 357 mslances folloaved ﬁaﬁ ET:MHMHWE‘:? i wuld
o - ' alhadon o b ' = amissions ta sarve the planat an
ettt eceinch anmounced thal more than 12,0 by Rivadh (3200 amd Madinah (00}, it=s inhabitants. 8 et e s e el o Ty s segaseeet
King Salman has ordered million dases of the COVITFIS vac-  The region with lowest confirmed Elsawhers, the Kingdom's NEOM project is a Chmcr e persond Twhesr @ _alusad 518
the extenslon of visit, exit cine have been sdminlstered a0 cases b8 Joud with only Ave cases
anvdl return visas™ validity far. That k= cquivalent 1o 37,3 doses The minestry recorded 15 new
withoui fiees in an effort for every 100 peaple. SpeciBcally, COVID-I-related deaths, mbsing
to lessen the effects of 0, 1 doses were given in the past — the national deatly tall to 7,264, POINT OF BALES TRANSACTIONS

COVID-19 in Sandl Arabia.

Visas of expat residents of the
Ringdom from red-list coantnes
prohibiled from eoberng Saodi
Arabda doe to an unconinolded out-
break in thesr respective countres
will be extended untll June 2. The
exiension incheles resident per-
mits and vislomns viss, Visss will
b aubamatically renewed, accord:
mg bt the General Directorate of
Fesspanis.

In additeom, the General Aathaor-
ity o Cival Aviation (GACA) issuexd
ruslelines for inslilutsonal quar-
antine procedures and for those
who are non-Saadis cilinens, nod
pmundzed  and  ihose COTTEngE
from red-lisied coundries. Along
willt details on the msusinee paol-
icy, the gukle redterates the im-
portace of follwing regulations
ardd protocals (n the alrposts, the
s of Tawakkalnn and the health
and vaccination requirements for
Lrawel anxl for those arriving.

GACA suggests downboading the
ruide ol keeping il for reeference
when needed,

24 hours.

The Bingdom reporied LIST new
cases o Monmday, radsdne the (o-
tal number of conflrmed cases {o
44207, That means Saixl Arabsa

makes up bess than 0.3 pereent of
lotal cases Hohalkby

There are 818 actve ciases
with 1334 of them being critical, a
decrease of 10 patients in the past
24 hwirs.

Accomfing o the Brures provid-
ed by the MOH, Makkah had the
highest pumber of pew confirmeed

HIGHLIGHTS

® Tha Health Minstry mported
that 9387 hvwn racowered

from COVID-18, bringing the
total numiber of recaverss in the
mll:l"l-lﬁ.ﬂ??

® There ars 9130 active casas
with 1, 334 of thesm in critical
condition.

# The minkstry recorded 18 new
COVID=-18-ralated deaths, radaing
tha death tall ta T, 2684,

The MOH reported that 57 pa-

tienis have mecovers] from C0-
VID-19, brimesns the total number
of recoverics in the Kingdom 1o
$35.6.7.

Ahonit 81,094 PCR tests were ad-
raistered in e past 24 houwrs,
Py thwe total number of tesis
conducied i the Kingdom so far
R mnore Lhaan 158 millboon.

The Ministry of Tterior has re-
cenily updstedd the bd of fines for
violating COVIL-19 profocols, in-
chucling pemalties for social gatlver-
mg= Gatherings heyond the num-
bers specifies] B aallsorities &n o
singhe or specifie space without s
resiklential relalion msicle houses,
farms and the like will be fined
SEICH OO (52 T

A [ Caimidy gatherings bevond
the specified number in one space
mmesiibe homes, farmms, camips, cha-
brts or open areas for people [v-
g in the same neighborhieod, the
fine is SHIS,O0CHL Gratherings for
sgciil purposss sich as lunerals
and partics excesding the speci-
Al micmbers will attrac a Goe of
SR O, DR,

SYMPOSIUM

Al-Issa calls on religious leaders
lo playrolein fight against drugs

EBRPA e ki

An imtermational sympasinm was
Bield o dfscuss wayvs of combkilsige
drig addiction, the Saudi Press
Mmooy reporiedd, wiath the Centre
for Responsihle Lesdership (CRLI
the Climtom Foumnlabion, amd the
Jalhns Hophins Bleonsbere Sebaaal
af Puhlic Health taking part.

The CHL chairman aml secre-
tary-peneral of the Mustim Warld
League, Dr. Maohammed in Abdul
Farim AlMssa, former LS  Presi-
demt Bill Climlon, amd D, Ellen
I, Machenzie, the dean of Johns
Hopkins Blombery School of
bl Health, weere the participanis.

Al-Iea fold the symposiom thai
the primary olgective of relEious
and =ocial keadership, and specialist

srenific centers, was bo unch mitia

tlves to distamee people from addie-

tirm arel expose them o treatment,
He wdresdse] the newsd 1O embriace

and help the addicted, and the
imporfance of the role plaved by

achety I spreading  awareness

Linking addiction o

shummmes ol i beores woun ld
conplicate the problem.

O Mommmmed Sin Abdul Karm Al-joan
Faly zirrs Wt bl Lsignn chimf

ahoait the dangerous phenamenon,

He said redimions values ancodr-
aged people 10 help  ofhers,
especially those aflected by drag
addiction, and be callsd for an
apen dialogue about dmags and the

threats they peosed.

Al-Is=a sald] that lnking sddiction
o shame and Bilure would compli-
caple e prohade s amdl thal careal the
afflicted was n method that should
bee adopied by evervone. He emphar
slmedd the importance of comveying
reassurng messages o the acddacted
o enooirage them o yolomdarily
sek help, care, amd trestment,

Clinton sabd the Increase in the
mumber ol deaths cansed by dnag

sldiction  during the pandeomie
fdemanded firm action by relipsons

andd  sehemiific  lesbers UurosieEh
initiathves that woailld end the crisis.

MacKemse =l that addic-
thopn alfected all socleties and theai
melgioas aml  scfendific  leaders
ahiald work slde by side for a
hetter fufure free of dnegs

1 e Days
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THE BEST OF THE REST

Partnership Environment Lero shadow
Saudi tourism Red Sea company Sunwill align
fuand signs deal to plant over directly over
to boost investments 15 million irees haabaon Thursday

The Saudi Toursssm
Development Fund (STHF) on
Momnday signed two agreements
wilh the Armb National Bank
LANB) to Increase the financing
od toursm prveecis in the

Rt do.

Ume agreement includes the
prvision of joanl Gnancing
mechanisms betwern the two
parties io sipport iowrism
prodects o the Kingdoem
The other deal spedls oud
mechanisms to provide STDF
wilh finamcial puaramiess b
provide financing sedutions to
small amtl medinm enterprses
ISME=) in the tourksm sector.

STOF CEO sl Al-Fakhri
s ddl Ll aprvemends will pive a
bt 1o thie Kingdem's touaresm

L7 i [ | o

i sabd the mdolative will heldp
develop iourism agencies in
mapar Cities,

Al-Fakhiei said STDF will
continae forging partnerships
with the banking sector toe boost
Investments and belp schieyve
the Kmgrlom's poals for the
AT L T ]

AN Jadduh

Tl wiith the Saudi Vision
M, the Bed Sea Development
o, will plant meore than 15 mudlbion
shriehs and trees inils Red &a
Trodect.

Hamel Al-Haseel, head of
Cerporiale eivinonme it aml
sustamahikity, sakd the plants and
saplimgs willl be proviced thrmigh
Ehe Commpany s AUTSETY,

He saixl the company also seeks
Cix Increise the pencemtage of
seaweeds 1o help absorh carbon
dinacide. Al-Baseet told the Saucli
Press Apency that the company
abmed to iBcreass mAngroves and
roTal reefs

Hee sabd that emsuring a
susiamahle erviranmienl was
al the oore of the company's
podicics

Hiesaicl: *We kmow ... Lhat this
area will becosme a destination
o renewabde tonrism. To
ensire achiesing eoohogecal
dliversily aml Balanoe, whocls
we REpire 1o reatize by 2040, we
have conducted survevs lakings

Into consideration the long-
berm envimemental impacts ol

e opEeralieal scibs of the
sCheme” SPl Tabuk

Aslmanomers say that the sun
will align with the Baaba at the
Grangd Moesgue on Thursday ag
[2:08 local ime.

The dise af the sun will b
positioned immediately over
i Backbsy amwl it will kose fts
shadow for a briel time, said
Mlaped Al Zadera, head of the

Jxddah Astromemdcal Society
Asiromrmers saicd the celestal

phenomenon called “2ero
shacow™ acours twice every
vear at the Grand Mosque
l=ecause of its lecation betwewen

the: Equator and the Tropdc of
L AmnCET.

Dot the 86k of the Earths
axis, the sun travels at 2405
ileprees nofth aned soustle of tee

o lestial eguator, The sun falls
darectly vverhead on places

Iying aver the eguator during
EUITOE,

Abu Labra saud people can
determibne the exact directbon of
the Raala by placing a wooden
stick vertically in the grounc:
the direction of the Qibla will
he the rxact opposite to the
slicHs shuclonw,

S Jocddah

gmmm‘mﬂ-wﬂumm
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LIFE IN SAUDI ARABIA
[ could live anvwhere in the world — I choose to stav in Saudi Arabia, savs Abdurahman Afia

Enimh Faraed (eriinh i.
A British expatriate who
Tuaws Vivaed in Sanncll Arehidaas | Imh:;liﬂlﬁl
for more than two decades TS
is showcasing the changing allewer the
Face of the country to ol Mo
hundreds of thousands of st b W,
Followwers around the world vl [ hanve
— sunal diispelling sommee of Lhae never feli
mibsconceptions abowt Hfe L saler thas
the Kingrdom when in the
Alwjurahiman Afla was born and [-_““'F"h“"_r
grew up i Lomdon, He movesd to Sanmdi Arabia.
skl Arabia wilh his wilfie, Kloadija,
i 20, and chesir four children
—2-vear-ald Al=lullah, 24-year-icd
Atdlirkhman, 20-vear-okks  Ams
arel Aisha — were mised there

Hr has watrhed the natinn evmnbhee
arel Ervwd dn b st ¥ oyears, s
recenbly ke ied 1 rinbrece the
poaer of sorial media and use | i
b show the worbd wissl modein- ”b:'fm:"
day Sads Arabhia and its people ame has discovored
resldy Likie many admirabis

The #6-vearold is fast becoming yualil=ew that
a sacial media sensaleom, wdth 14 m-:urr;:-:ftil
Enilikms fediomvrrs on TIRTOK, i @,‘mﬂm
Eham 24 (00 on Twitler amd WL 000 Eingaom, Including
ot Instagram. He shares witly teetn a -I"""':“"I"l'.l"EI
aried mix of enlertaining. infori- . FON
vared mix of enlerlaininge. inl ||! | -L""':ﬂﬂm“u
Eve AT CeETpec g ConEcTd im ATani; cutturs, and good
amcl  English,  including  amising ——
Al mieresting  anecdoies A social madh

snippets from bis day-to-day life in
Lhes Kiegedoan, recapes for shawarmma,
which he clearly pdores, and his
appreciation of the Bmouas Al-Baik
clhcken IaEEeLs, one of e countrys
mos popular fast-food treats,

Afia, whose origmal ficd nooe
was el foumd kims=d om the road
thai would eventually lead to Sandi

Arahici al a youny: are.

“1 was orn m Laodmdon i E64 s
prew up a an atheist” be told Aah
Mows, “An B years of ape, a e of
mirne asked me if | knew the purpose
if iy cresitions Wha wiis [ alive® That
[UCSEHEN Sarel A & A L (0T AnEwETs,

*The search conbimued vl jost
after my 18h Wrhday, whet o
day | found a Muslim who would
Codme every =imelay e Spealers’
Carrser in Lomdon's Hyche Padkc”™ This
15 & spction of the park where anpeone
= Eree tocomee and share their T
Icheaes amnd Fee lbeds wiith dlwe puabse:

“After many months had passed

1 asked Bim 1o Felp me usder=iand
mniore Aot the relisiosn of 1slaam, and
siar iy afler thal 1 soceplesd [slam &=
ey way of life” Afia sald It gave him
a sense of peace aml porpose “['d
Frever Bl Dbefore” e schdked

e then begman 10 [oree o career,
first &s an cchxeador and then 85 an
expert in lendership developenent.
He betldds a vnemeher of quialifestions,
Ehe most rescent of which is o master
of baisiness  adminisration  hom
the Uimiversiby of Northampéon, He
sl B 0l alonesiche las elchest
sy, Abdnllak, aml they pradosied
et b im AL

AlbEs firs b whets e armved
I Sl Aralda o 3000 was a5
A =i Enplish mstmactor wrih

The readity is Sadi
Aralvia bas oape of the
Largest numbyers of
Female cntreprencirs

i e ool saanal s

b e ible iinimbee

ol Sl LBandies mans
graduate lrom university.

lampuape-lraimng:  oenler et
English. The followding wvear he
became a center direcior, In 2004,
appdnted  an English
LA codrdimetor al Ring Al
Axz Uhuversity in Jexddidah, bhefore
mewvir bo i Saue] Universily in
Klyadh in 2008, when
nimber of posibons unbil 24011,

He- worked at seviera] educaticnal
establishments far the mext five
viears Do bernming vicoe dimeclon
af thie preparabory pragram & the
Limiversity of Dar AlHoom in 36
In HES Be oo okl and besamie
a4 maneEing partner of | ZeCorporale,
a comppany that propaces keacership
Irabning arel comcldng

Afta sasd that ax he has explored
the Knenlmn oeer the vears, he has
clscovered moamy admdrable quuali
ties Ehat are comnmom to the people
ol Al regions, iFchuding penerosiny
{1 puests, ve of tmditonal culiure,
and pood manners. Yel be as also
nodieed thal sume  charaecieristlies
dife pearthoudarty steomgly mssod | q b
with certain resinns

e Wik

“I Taave o] dBwe paecipde of Yanba
i b ineredibly melaxed and calm,

fi
B

T

WEES |'|1|;II:;I_|"

dfla and his eidost gon, Abdullah, gradustoed together in Z0VE.

e precple ol MakEad 1o b saeroish
higsmess  minded, s el al
[ammam to be s happy, the peaple
of Jeddlaly o Bbe w0 welcotnbng.
and the people of Rhadh o be o
o lalee” loe gl “AEnd ved al thee sarm
i all the reeens of Saudi Arsbds
reflect the charscieristics 've jusl
=T

Afa siid he has had the opporiu-
MY over Thee peasd 21 yosirs e e
o e coninires bl B bappy o
rerEaln m Sadi Arahia

*1 have the abélity tolive asywhere
I che workl bt [ have chisen o
stay in the Empdom of Sl Amaba
[ 2] vears becamse | canpd fimd
the prace, seourity and lifesivle thai
[ harve Tound bere,” Be sail

‘1 have mised oy fameh here
baaift an mneredibhy seocessful career
a5 A Jesdhets D ey B e ol
amt here, and always have arcess 1o
worlil-rlass medical care

FASTFACTS

= Abdhuralhman Afa was barm and
grew up in London.

#He moved o Saudl Arahilo with
his wife and children in 2000,

#The 46-yaar-old s fost becoming
& sociab-media sonsation, with

1.4 rmillan Followers an TikTak,
mora than 24,000 an Twitter and
100 000 on Instagram

#Ha sharas with them a vaned
rmix af entertalning, Informative

and compalling comtent in Arabéo
and Englsh

“My nends el famlly can viss
whenever they like, and these days
Yol Cam ped 8 bowrist visa wiithin
mimaies, These are some of the

resisaiis § oonbtnie 10 chcsnss® Lo five

iy Ll Fangedonm”™

For many years, Afla sakl, his
parenls who live in Lomlomn,
refsed o visit bim in Rivadh.
But after mch oopyincing, In
H1ME they eventually agreed and
cliscovered ey had been nuissins
ol on & FBecinating amnd friendby
counlry with many hadden pems
10 R T

*I am delighted o =y they
werl e st cheey
speni here” he sapd. “They foumnd

sl uefy

b Sanidi peopde b bee sas il ancl
weleominge, and at the sime Hme
foaindd in the cify of Kpmadh every
thing they combd want!

Adia =kl Be b B sskoed] enary
times by frends amd relatives in the
UK whal life is Bke in the Kinedom
and whether If 18 a sale plece 1o
livee, He is always gy 1o shase his
e e T A obsservabhons

“In * vears of living in Saodi
Arabis T havenT onoe et 1o call
e polace” he sasd. 1 haven® been
!|||' VicEIEL O B CTIE, T SVET Y0
felt the threat of 3 cnime,

“It I8 very mormal 1o e s
sit malside a cafe with one's walle
armd prlwone oo dlisplay wialfumil ever
|I.|'.!IIi'_ 0 WOITY 0L SOITse
siealing them. This ix in slark
conirast o my own befoiedal cin
ol London, where morme than 344
il pErees are Soden every day

“1 ave vispied counsries all oo
ihe workl, from East 1o West, v [
have mever felt safer than when in
b Kingdkodmn of Sauelh Arstya,”

Howeyer, many people sl
have msconcepiions aboid  ibe
COUNETY AN 1E peenpbe, ARA - sald,

e mailn one beings thal waoims
are  ogpressci], aneducaies]  and
unchervalued,

“The ||'.|||I!. b5 Sanil Arabila bhiRs
ane of the larpest mumbers of
femsle entrepreneuars in e workld
ated an incredible mamber of Sauc
ladies e pradunie from umdver:

sl b maixd.

Alcthey pognidsr mEaconce]
lnm, e ackiex], i= that cilizgens al
e Ringden & ubdsappy  aod
umiriendly, In fct, = =aul, his
EXETieer as an expalriate has
D that the Sanch] paecees A s
i the warmesl, Meodbest aod
Deajpobesl, el foe Bas o vor met, S
b el to paat the recoed straighi
ahonif his adopied homse

“Aber 20 veams off livinge here, raisang
y Tapmily aned bhawing o sucoessful
rareer, vy eoal thmmesh social meitia
18 b0 efuiew e world the realsty ol
sandi Arabia” be sid. ©1 el il
is o of thee moel misumcersiood
muniries in the world, a diamonid
Lhat tmcst of the world = umvasare ol

His amWtlons M revealing e
truih belimed the misconceplions
sl Sl Arabls estened Bevornd
srial middia o more  traditiomal
ki oantlels,

*1 am in discossions with some
I lealon nefwyHrks D progiice a
show i which | would visit all the
reEions of the Rinpgdom of Saudi
Arabia and explore and share
my experiences wilh the sworld,
|'||' eaid

‘1 believe passionately thad this
wollld Tl a3 hiege ammount ol
awarene=s about this heautiful land
[ amm s Bappny o corbime o live in”

NOBLE GESTUHRE

Saudi father pardons son’s Killer minules before execution

Moharamad Al Kinami Jeo0s

A convicted killer was “pardoned”
iy e Sackll [ather of has v on
Moy moming, mmuates before
ho Wik ol G D e el

Awad Soletman Al-Amrmmi fom
Tabuk 0 nmorthwestern Saudi
Arabia, whose s0n was killed in a
hrawl four vears ars,  stipnalaies]
that melther the kller nor his Eamily
should celebraie the Iormveness
Fiee alsr sald At thee Bamnly sl
not atbempd to raise money from

domors ar attend amy events thad
might he orgavized as a8 result ol
IIERTHTRES

He did not demand any  blooxd
ey i compensalion or his
sons deatly amd s the Killer wll
be ebeased

At mews of the pardon speeasd
o =ocial meedin, AlAmrani was
praised for his Tormivines nature.

In appreckstssn  of his “meohle"
resture, some Twitler  osers
Pl Qrtanic verse 40 ol

stiralt Al-=hura, which savs: “The

BACKGROUND

Awind Sulsiman Al-Amranl
from Tobuk in northwastern

Saudi Arabia, whose son was
killed in a brawl four years ago,

pardoned the killer withowt
seeking blood maney.

recHmpense for an injury is an
bgery equesl thereto Gin deereel:
HBat if a person forgives and maloes
P LA lo, ||I:-| M*SCEra 15 il
from Allak: For (allah) loveth ood
I Wik Chis WTOTE:

Cithers =ikl that  Al-Ammnis
chicisron  was e Kesepinge with
fhee teachings of the Prophed
Mubimomml who sabd = Whosoeyve
inEroediees a oo prsctice in Ialam,
there 5= for him s rewand amd the
rewvarl of those whe act upon |
after him without anything being

dimminished from their rewamds”

In a mesape poelad on Twilter,
Sauchi citizen Banclar Al-Abwa wode!
“T'hi Tasher has |'_.|||I|'l'| A TS
from the Almirhsy 10 reward lim
lor s nodde act”™ uioling vers
12 of sumah Al-Maidah, he addest;
I amyvedne snved & [He, § woilld
he 3 il he saved the life of the
wkrode preogl e

Wakeod Ehaled DarTa), @ Inwe
in Jedidah, 1okl Armb Nieas that
e frecd man snd has  Gamaly
musl adbere 1o the densnds qixl

rondibons =24 by the victima'’s [ather.

"I writben &l  approved] by
the oo, a&ll that the GBiher has
P LMeEE [l o],
ptherwise  the beroenes
invakel and the viciim's Famally Deas
the right o demand beheadine™

whiikkl e

VLRV

b il

He anid that while executions
are petmiitled umder Shariah as 3
rterremt fo salcguard lhves and
preserve the human seal, [slam
alsc urges e fodlowers 1o forgive

whenever possible,
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ANGER OVER PRO-ASSAD RALLY

[.ebanese

parties reject

return to
‘militia

behavior

“artisan groups in Lebanon return
to language of war in light of deadly
stalemate, say leading politicians

Majia Howssar o

Lebanese polltical parties

have reacted strongly (o
a Belrut demonsiration

on Suncay by the Syrian
Social Natlonallst Party

(5SNFP) with the speaker of
the Lebanese parliament

reftersting the need for

@ nalional governmend
on Monday.

Chants by S5NF members were *a
e fo the lameuage af e civi
war, the parties saicl

The demonstration, auathoeized
by the Mimistry of Interor, ook
place In lght of a compiex and
deadly potitical stalemate.

I alwo came after four davs of
raising pictures «of Syrian Presl-
dent Bashar Assad, with Syrian
workers and refupees, who were
cheering Assad, bemng attacked by
e Lehdaie s CilEe s

The SSNP demonstration Caime
within the framework of the com-
memsoralion of the liberation of
sotitlvern Lebanon from the Israck
oAt ion.

Al the forvfront of the cedebraiing
parties was Hezhollah, whose sup-
prorters spreac i e bomber aneas.

Those groups waved Lehaness
and Heshollah flags, and dnawe

thelr cars amd  motorbiles 1o
sraEsd an oo =ate bearkies an [5-
racli symbol before traveling 1o

the town of Nagour.

The spesaker of the Lebapese par-
liament, Nakih PBem, owarmsed omn
Monday that “creating crises on
piarpose, 1l it confinoes withoit a
quick indtlative to address them,
will topple Lebanon”™

Berri calbed on “the kovalists and
the opposition io feed the danger of
ke Gatelid sGage”

He wrged political forces  and
MO "o bOberate Lelsmon [mom

ihe compdex of choosing perscnal
inlerests oseT the inlerests of the

homeland by somee people, and rec-
oprmize Bal e povermmental piols
e is 100 pereent indermal”

B saiel: “The omly solation is to
form 4 nateonal gsermment. withe
ot preconddions, with nonparti-
BN cogipeElenciEs, o obsiicting
third for anyome, secording to the
Fremch initiative, amd §ls only pmo-
gram of actlon shoakd be to restare
the conbdence of the Lebamese ansd
the Arah brothers in Lebannn.”

Prfitical activist Naufal Dacar toded
Arah News that "what is happening
in Lebanon 3 pisl smoke bambs
io divert attention froim the maln
probdem, which & the Syranm and
Irarutans ocugs Chon of Leharon.”

He clarifed that “all that hap-
pemee] in recent davs is ai atbempd
fo coner wp the: basls of the problem
and o distract people”

He addead: <As long as we dio pid
ackiowied=e e main problem,

which i= related to the wrong e

Fonal amd Eieriational positbor-
ing of Lebanon, and as kg as we
remiain as parl of the Syrian-lrandan
gystem, there are no solutlons anid
et ane 18 Py to help s

*The infermational community is
ledling s by redorm aml fghd cor-
raprtsan, This is your business

“But when we say fo the in-
ternatiomntl community that we
are pocupeed by lran, the s
of Lebsnon becomes (he [ocus
of foredgn treatments.”

The SSNT demonstralion soon
evolved into 8 mdlitary  parade
without weapons,

Farty members ocovered their

[ces with membs amd waore black
and khaks colors

Vicleo fuolare circulated on so-
Clal media of groups particlpating
in the demonstrabon shoubng
chams against the leader af the
[banese Foroes (LFL Sanuir G
sl Hhirvateninge 10 Kill him in e
gene way former President Bashir
Cepnayel was killed in 1982,

Ihe Judicial Connctl ssued a

desth senfence aFainsi Halbdb Al-
Shartound, a member of the SS8F

- #
f B - -
M -
- )

Baodcliera s0ufThe with angry Lebaness men who attagked beses oarmying Syrians to thel amioassy nooar Deirut to voto in Syrian prosidential ekection, o A4

o e mirder of Gemiayel

The LF said in a statement that
“Lhe chaml Ut was used at Lhe
demonstmtion was a clear admis-

ston ol killing amd an explicit call
b kill”
The LF smonnces] that il swsoald

fil= a case before the competent an-
Ehortes “against wose responsbie

FASTFACT

The speaker of the Lebaness
parllament, Nabih Berri, has
warned that “creating crises on
purposa, if it continues without o
guick initiative to address tham,
will topple Lebanon”

For 19 Cvhr Dt b,
The leader of the Free Patnobic

Movement, MIP Gebran Bassil,
joined fhe denouncers.

Ehissil saicl thal “every call 1o kill is
reprchensibde, and § is a retum o
the larruage of war that is rejecied

becasse facking instncts  under-
mimes the principle of (he staie"

Hassil added: “We reject the me-

tirm Lo imikitda behaveor, anxd there
s mo place to justify it, As for re
specting the marbyrs, especially
the president of the republic, it is a
cluty, arud s all have martvrs"

The head of the LF's foreign
aflzirs departmenl, Bechaml Koury-
oumjian, warned that me one
can brng back Syrian tatelage
1o Lebanon.

He called for “every displaced
Syvrian wihse has clianied in supposi
af Asssl o retumn o Symia becanse
we cantid conlinue as a lawhesy
country,” The Fulure Movemend
MP Heda Al-Tabash denounced
“the paramilitary parades m Ba-
rul, the closure of rmsuds and in-
timidation of citizens, insults and
canbrsxions of asspsinations and
threats io commit others”

Cm Twitter, she asked: "Whal
= e pEosbton of e Jodbess] ad
sCCUrty agencies regarding what
happened? What is the posilion ol
the administration ot mises the
harmer of soverclgmdy regarding
replayving the scemes of war?®

MP Nxlim Gemnayel, the son of
the former president, sakd: " Bashir,

L

alfer 40 vedr= <1l terrilies Bem”
The Progressive Socialist Marty
saic] thal “civil peace and respect for
& requirements B one of e most
promiment pillars of the Tadl Ac-

Lo, whilch ended thee vl wayr amd
laic] e basis ol national reconcilia-

tion that mast be adbered to above
all consideratons, boping  thal
those comeermed reallze the KN
mecessity to achieye a govermomend
seefbletnenl besfore 5L DS do labe "

The Lehanese “are experencing
winbearable daily oppression,” the
party adeded,

The media office of Inlerior Min-

[ster Mohamsed Falmy referved
L & splil witlein the S5MNE

It said; “Some members of the
party obiamed a license fmoan the
minkERry to hokd & ceremonial gath:
ering and pledeed 1o absde by the
comcitions of e mdindstry. O s
within the party ohjected o the
recpehies] on e prosinds that thae 1s-
cofise agplicants do not represent
the pariy.”

Faheny's office addex) that “the
minkEsrry dowes il Interfere B dis-
puies within parties”™

IMMUNITY

Yemen resumes vaccination

campaign as supplies dwindle

Sased Al-Batatkl & bkl

Hundreds of Yemwemis  thromeed
b Diealth Bactlities &cross goneern-
meni-conitied areas o receihee
COVID-19 saccines o Monclay as
thet commiry resumedd its camipakgn
ko inoculale thousinds of valoer-
abde poaple,

Shortly after receiving S0 O]
dises of the AstraZeneca vaccine,
Yemen in April kicked off a nalional
COVID-1# vaocination campalgn,
targeting  bealth  worleers, the
efderly and people with serious
israse=s,

The campaign WwWas paiised
for several wocks duc 1o poor
turmoul from the targeted gromips,
prompting  bealth  officlals  fo
consicder opeming vaccinatioms 1o
Lhhe puldse af large

Batl this week, health fucifities
saw ungweccdented visits afler
saucli Aralda made 1 mamda-
Ry [on travelers from Yemen 1o
receive a COVIE-IS  vaccination
brefodree Crosssdng inbo Ol Binpdam

Long quencs of people secking
broculation were sevi o Monoday
oidslde hospltals and meakeshift
health cemters in the sowthermn

citbes of Aden, Tals, Shabwa,
Adbwan, [ahi ancd Hadransout.

& Yoemend health workor reoeives & dosp of the COVID-10 vapoine, - o LHF

s hezlth calises chised dooes

after entlre vaocine stocks were
depleted, while ndhers sent urgeni
apgrals lor more dosses,

The prowincial office of the
Minkstry of Health n Marih asked
travelers o receive jabs at other

factlitics cuiside the provinee alftel
it ran aul of varcines,

Aoponding 1o the official news
agency SABA, Qasem Buhaibeh,
Yemen's health mimister, saicd that

Marih ran out of doses after healkth
cetders chiss 1o the Al-Waidliah

border  crossing  with  Saodi
Arabia vaccinaged 32KT people

im just Lwo days.

The Health Minlstry set up two
mew medical poinds to meet the
siirEe [N dermanad fos vacciness [rosm
TYemenis looking 10 trave] 1o the
Fiangcom, lwe added,

[Health facilities in the densely
popalated ¢ty of Taiz  also
reporied smilar tomonds, wiath
sinthorities  warngsy that  the
A 000 deses in the city “might he
o Willtio a week™

Dr. Ahmed Mansour, a healih
offecial im Taiz, old Ambh News
“The number of people B blg
amsl ouwr stock will last lor one

week. We have senf a request for

TOH TR0 poore dises™

He wrped the conmirys health
mindsiry o urEently dispateh
further doses along with the
sularies of lealth workers who

are battling the virus and sudden
mnflux of people seeking varcines.
The Imn-hacked Howthd malstia
have blocked the distmbaition
of vaccines in areas unler their
canlrod, which prompled e
Yemend Fovermment o Wrge
health workers in Sanaa and other
northern areas 1o head to southern
provinoes fo receive the jah

B irinsoair sejid {dHT
dozens of health workers have
“secrelly®  received COVIT-IS8
vacrcines at health centers in Tadz
sinee April

“They came From Sanaa amd Thh,
The Houllis peither offer hexlth
workers the vaccine nor allow
them 1o travel to povermment
arcas to pot it Mansour adkded
Siee the begpinning of  the
pademic, the Houthis have
refused fo disclose  the  tree
number ol coronavims deaths in

territories under thelr  condrod,

and have blocked attemgets by
bocal andd intemational orgamiza-

Liouss Do invesligate the crisas

HAWKISH PREMIER

Gazaviolence and unrest
at home raise specter of
new Israel election

AFP CovaiclEon:

Ismels battle with Gaza mibiants
anid ungrecedeied dite-
corrnmenal vudenece at home have
further comphcated effors to form
a govermrent, rasing the specter
ol yef another pgreneral election,
LS AL

That conthd be a polttical boon to
Primi: Mmaster Bengamin  Netan-
viaahu, whaoss best hope of exclenclimge

his record 12 stradght vears in office
ronekl hang on what wouald b= the
fifth Israeli election sinee Apeil Z015,

Hat the ideolagically divided aniti-
Netanvalw camgs =2l has 3 narrony
wimidow to reach a deal that woulkd
ousl the hawhkidh premaer: Cenlrisd
oppositien  beader  Yalr  Laphds
Z-day mandate to form a govern-
T f expires on Jume 4

“Most analy=ts meaid a OG00G
edection a8 the most  probakble
oudcome,” said Toby Greens, a polit-
kcal sclentist at Bar Han Linversiny.

“Bul we have 10 days |=ft, and
thet™ & very o Ume i Dsrsel
poditics”

It sas widely expecied that any
deal reached by Lapkd would have
io bong on boaml both Naftali
Bennedt’s right-wing Jewish nation-
adisd Yarming pearty, ancd at Jeast sne

pri-Palestimian  and  non-Zionist
Arab lrwmakers,

But hopes for any such deal were
sl A sewere Dloow' this monmh as
milstants in the Palestinian enclave
i Craxza uches] rockets Do
Eerac), whille multiple mimed Jewish
ang] Amb communities inside lsmel
wiene Eripped by a wave of {ater
carmmural vindenee.

That foresd Bennesit o “recon-
sicler his choice b form a povern-
mwe it together with Arab-sapported
partees,” sad Yohanan Plesner

Most analysis regard

a lifih elestion as the
mosd probable outeome.

Tomy Graand
Poltoof solemties

presicdent of the sradd Demuocracy
Institute think tank.

Before conflict flared with armed
Fabestimian proups Hamas  and
Bslagnbe: Jthad on May D, Nedan:
valni's  polibcal fobme looked
e s.

O trial for bribery, frand and
breach ol s, the premer had

fatled in & March 23 vobe fo st
enoupgh seats wilh his allies o

Pilkl & mebaority In [Eracls E30-seal
partiamen
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The bombshell revelations

of Turkeys exiled malia
bass Sedat Peler on his

YonTube channel have

trkggered an In-depth look
into the conntry’s deep-

state apparatus.

Al the cemler of the trials are Mebhm-
ot Agar, a fomeT interor minlster
and podice chief, and Korkut Eken,
4 b intellEenoe olficial

To what extent the Turkish goy-
ermment will handle the serious
acousations against s high-prodile
paliscians and whether Interior
Minbster Snbevman Sov'lu, w18 at
e Center of cladms on sate-inaha
relathons, will resign are still mai-
s of concerie No garliamentary
Iy has D larumched Y

Apar aml Eken will be regned
over 18 oxtrndicial Hillimes that
acrarred in the 15 after an ap-
pesids court decided o everse
thedr acquittals ina raling that was
adopded an Apial 5 bl surprising-
Iy comveyed to lawyers on Sunday,

The appeals court asserted that
the evidence, especially the bul-
lets sl in the munders, was 1wl
sultably cxamined,

Amar and Eken made beadlines
recently with the allegations b
argamized crime hoss Peker, who
accilsed them of commiliinge sev-
a1l unlawhinl acis under the stale
apparatus, includinges mvoelvement

I AR sbemmabionad  dmigesnang
el scheme and the assassimation
af investigative journalists Ugur

Mumwey &l Butle Adall during
(e HeTms.

Jouarnalist swl peuce acdsocale
Adall was shot desd in fromd of his
home in Julby 19665, m the Borthermn

Cypirus adminisiretss. The -
dier has remaimed unsalved
Aaladi’s spoise fiked a case wills
the Europcan Court of Human
Bghts armaimst Turthey, and in
March 215 the courl found that

Ankara bad nol conducted a prajp-
eT imvestigation inio the murder of

Turklsh pollce ofMieers dotaln &
damarsstrabor &2 thay ol cirng
durimg & racart raly n lstankbul, D

FASTFACT

Mabmrn Agaer and Kotkut Eken
rmade headines recantly with

the allegaticns by organized
arime boss Sedat Paker, who
acsused them of committing
severn unlawful acts, including
mvobvament in an international
drug-amuggling scheme and the

assassnation of investigotive
pnanndisty,

INVESTIGATION

Turkey's deep-state apparatus under
the spotlight amid bombshell claims

Former interior minister and former intelligence official at center of trials over extrajudicial killings

the Turkish Cypeiod jowrmalasd.

On Monday, Turklsh podlce de
lagmed Alillas Peker, brother of Se-
dat, after he sald he sssipned s
beat Fseer 1 & Bioichesd mission to kall
Adali X5 vears ago upien orders of
the slate.

Mumicu, a ghobally kknown ipves:
ligmative joummalist, was also kalled
b a e Boreab iy aooarsy 1965 out-
sicle his apartment in the Turkish
capslal of Ankara Peker ¢laimsed
it was Agar who stepped in first to
the crime soeme.

slncE Adar, assoclate al the
Center for Applied Turkey Stod-
bes at the German Institate for Ine

ernafional and Secwrity Allairs,
aadd that the state-mafia organlzed
crime frianede = oed new mo T
Kty

“BUl, e ey differemce in Dhee
corrent moment is the degree of

mulitulicnal  defericrtion and
fragmentation of power within the
state, which togrether wipe away
e the pretense that allegations
wiild bhe investigated” she 1ald
Arab Nerws,

“In fact, excepd for a few oftkclals
from the nuling Justice and Devel-
opareeTil Party [ARPL we hiave s {ar
ot leeind frodm e preshilend fim-
plying that any serious invesiygn-

ficis will Lake place,” she said.

In ofder to clear his past hefore
enfering poltbes, Apar allepedly
killed all Bordish buosinesmen
Fecnm whoms he was receivine mon-
ey in return for dmg dealing

Snsny U businessmsen allepe-

eddby slain by the former mdnister,
there i Savas Buldan, hushamed of

Pervin Bukian. the  poo-Rurdssh
Propies” Democmatic  Party  oo-
e i

The Bardish laswmaker & st 1o
apply fowr the re-launching of a pi-
dicial prooess over the killmg of
her haisbanc,

Tolga Agar, Mehmet's son apd #

lawmaker from the ART, was also
aorised of having raped and kalbed
3 Ryrmve joairmalist who liled a
complaint with the geadarmeric
ahaoat the wwmaker just a day b
fare she was found dead.

Acconding to Adar, Peker's al
legations and revelations demon-

siratle that the sisle-malks orEs-
nized crime trianghe is no longer a
secrel Lthat surprses mainy ‘when ot
OIS oklR 1n thee Hghi

*It i rather a public performanoes
throuaeh which parties show esch
ather their power, andacity amd
comwetimes oven thelr Uil A
perfommance that slaps one in the
face as the very evidence of polltcal
amd institutional decay” she said

Ax Peler pledges o comibine
whistlehlowing on his past tics
with the hishest echelons, Leix
will b 0 sertouns litmus test for
the Turkish powvermment o demms-

gstrate s puablic relatbons =kills
for contEining thas umprecedented

palitical crisls and fake decisive
& lions aEains Lhe crimansal wwler-
world abead of dections n 2003

Ume thine & clear This Biest
wave ol allepatlons will serionks]s
umddermiine the approval mbings of
Lhie svve rriment i the longs mn asil
heas alresdy bost copsiderakble: pukilic
suppar recently, with the opposa-
thotn Ty oS of Ankcars amd Estanbal
nsing as potenhal challeneers.

As for the lkely mmplications of
Lhe revelalions and albeestions on
the electoral behwvior, Adar noted
that the AKP, & well axs fils hr-righd
allv the Narbomalkst Movement FPar-
v, have been steadily losing popue-
lar sipgHart.

“Thi= diecline® 5 nd reversihile
Pty ol absoual i, Peker's alleEs-
thns &re, in this sense, snother hil
I an alresdy losine allinnee” she
s,

“Mare than e elecioml sup-
peoit, howeever, the damage reflects
i@l more m terms of salidily-
Ing and acoeniuating the alreads
existing confict and comypetition
afpengE dElerend clgues witliln the
reilinge allinnee”™ Adar acdkded.

Mohammed Abu Takd oG

An Epvptian minisfer sapdl he
hoped that talks on the Gramd
Ethiopian  Renmaissance  [am
WrERTE, which are CUrreidy on
hald, wiensld resuTmmse soon.

Ethiopia began work on e dam
in 1. Egypdt (ears the GERD will
threaden its waler supply Trom the
Nile, while Swlan = concermed
ahout the dam's salety amd its owm
warer flow

Talks between  the  three

couniries over the flling amd
e ratbom of L dlain baye oo o
a halt. Epyvpt s Water Hesources amd

Imigation  Minister  Mohammeed
Abdel-Aly sl he bbogied the ealks

wolkd resume soon sl that there
would be a speedy pegotiation
PrOCesEs,

Hut he also stressed that Epyp
woildd pod accepd wndlateral dlegal
behavior in the waters of the Nile,
saving there wookl be a “water
alck”™ I Ethsopla started the
secomnd Alling process.

DIALOGUE

Egyptian minister hopes on-hold dam talks will resume soon

*1t 1= simpdy like somenne who
ears an income of ECGPHOO0 [£6.40]
e mwEth o amd  then
prds beveed taxes that
amoaint 1o EGP2T. This
represchils d slenck 1o
the employes, which

= exacily the case

SAFETY FIRST

Lgvpt moves
lo calm black
Jungus panic
as o cases
detected

Mshammmad Abia Eald

Cmly fwa instances of hlack fungus
ifection have been  detected
in Egypd, sakd a top offlcial whio
siresmed that the cases were oot a

cavise o concerie ClbEens should
nod fear the infection, =apl Hoesam

Hosmi, head of the =scientific

commities o combar the corom-
vires viras in Egyplt.

I televised stalements, Hosoi

indicated that he had diagnosed
twio cases wilh the infection.

“Hut the matier had nothing to
dlio with the cormomavirus" he said.

Ho=nd said that e twis cases
were conbracted doee o a health

catdition linked to mmommosugs
presants amd drugx that were
ammed  aft  lmpraving | linmene
sirengtih

He wirpmed preapde 1o S1op sharing
messages thai spread {ear abomd
the diseaw “Same people have
ahuared thst thee disesse requires the
remiowad of the nose or eye” he snd.

Thee ahariag of this nbormssten
wis a “temifving matiter,” which

wis far from the truth, Hosng said.

He expdained that tlw disease
il he=  Ereadexd throgh

myedicalion

Hosnd reofed that treatment for
the el disease was fully availd-
able in Epvpt, amdl surgery was the
last stage wsed in dealing with the
infectiom

The Epyptian Ministry of Healtl
has denied the spread of the hlack
fungus in the coantry among those
infected with the coronavinus,

The minstry's move came after
ratners attribated e deatly ol
crymiclian Samir Ghapem 1o the
infecbion

Khaled Mujahld. assistant to the
Esypiian health minister, said thal
hack Tunpus wae nal an onuasaal

dlEsesasae, il matlser a aide-efTect al

FASTFACT

Water Resources and
irrigation Minister

Mobmmmed Abdel-Aty
stresaed that Egypt would
not acoept undateral ilegal
babavior in the waters of the
Mile, saying there would
be & “waler shock' i
Ethicpia started
the second

filling process

al e gecond fAling This skrs=ck
will be estimated at 27 peroentd
ol e waler share eachime the
chvw st Feams cotmtries”

He added thad Egypt's waler
COEEL O] reached B0 bl
cuthic meters on an annual bases
and needed o reach 114 bl

cuibic meders.

“There Is mo country in Alfrice
that reuses water litke Egyvpd, aoud
W relise water at least foarr thmes”

Thers was imiense diplomatic
artivity earlier this month, with

deffrey Feltman, US envoy o
the Hortn of Alrica, amd Fellx
Tshisekedl, president of the
Demacratic Republic of Congo ansd
thee curmenl session of e Afcan
Lrnéon, hokbing talks in an cflort to
reach a selbement. Abdel-Aty s
the US envoy had |[istemsd (o all
siakeholders bist had yet io make a
jardspesal.

Ezypd and Suelan are calling for
a binting and comprehensove deal
that Fuarantees the righis &l
imterests of all thres coanbnes,

siHme rmrmundadeficency patiens.

There was no need for panie, b
saMl Migjahid called on social media

vsers aml mesliEa ollels 1o stop
spreading  false  information and
to ensure accuracy in what they
reported. Hie urged them to consult
sClemiilk amsl bealth instiucions
when reporting medical maters,
Enes Abdel Hallim, a member
the: Epvptian parbiament. callexd for
clarification on 1the stratepy that
the Mindsiry of Health intends to
mplemend, and the disclosure of
e Aresiginent peabocohs [ollowyed (o
prevend the spread af the discase,
Biack Musnpus is cansed by a msald
found I sodl amd decomiposing
organic matter =uchh as robiimg
leaves, accoicling 1o the US Cenders

For Disease Comtindl and Prevenison.
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& Rmntth worker inoculntes 5 woman with the Astrafeneca COVID-10 vaccing, inalds o closed cinama in Tagulg, Metro Maniis, on Messday. 1000 2000

Ellée Aben MLnls

The World Healih

Organization (YWHO)
i Monday clied the

Phl.'li‘pplllt"'!'i Oy LLN-E5
vaccine rollout, rejscling

clalms of public reluctance

toged inoulated against
b disease.

“"Hight e, we dom™ see a lol of
COVTR-1 vaccine hesttancy in
the Philippaises. Actuoally, the is-
e = that the vaccine sapply
canncl meel the demand”® i
Kabindra Abevasimphe, WHO
representative to the Philippines,
said cuarings a virtwal press brief-
ENE o M orsday

He added that while there had
Deedl imital vaccine hesitancy in
the Philippines — triggered mainky
by an ant-denpis vaccinse Conkho-
wvirrsy im 208 — i lerins all e C0-
VID-19 jabs, many Filipinos were
willing 1o get vaccinatesl.

“We hnow that thwe Phillppines

ENCOURAGING TURNOUT

WHO cites vaccine rollout
to refute "hesitancy’ claims

Many Filipinos ‘eagerly waiting” to get inoculated, senior WHO othcial says

has iraditioisdly had some vaccine
nesiancy, Whnt we soe now 5 that
peaple are eaperly wailing o re-
Cefve vaeies,” At asingtwe sald.

"So its not an pssue aof veecine
Testiancy, (bl rather an issoel of
preference for a particular brand
al vaccine,” b axldied.

Abevasinghe explained ihai the
WHO was “very oncoiragzed™ by
the Philippines® vaccine molloat,
where more than 4 million shols
had heen sdministerned as of Sun
clay. Despile lawmnchimge §ls vaccinag-
thon drive in March this Vear Nl
experencing several challenges in
doteEsing thee balk of vacetues me-
guired for the campaign, Abevas-
inehe sail et the posermment’s
ICUARtHEn  GETAmM  hAas e
“coennsemiiaile”

“Uverall, we are very encour-
dEed withh the vaccine mlladr.
iver the weekend, | think, wre
exceeded over 4 million (vaccine
] .||‘||!|'|||||'-.I|'||-||_I_ .|11|'| W A
closing on | million people fully
pEceCied ow. S0 s 16 yery eq

SFECIAL

coniraEinge” he said,

The increase in the number of
COWTD-1S vaocimes osed by the
Phibppamnes el (0 at the -
ber 47 spot i the glohal mnking ol
counirses (haal have administered
Lhe OO ILFES vaocines so ar,

However, with some Filipanos

FASTFACT

The increnss in the number of
COVID-T8 vaooines used by
tha Philpppines placed it at the
number 37 spot In the global
ranking of countries that have

wcdminsterad the COVID-19
viooines so far,

walbhng o be mocalated with spee-
clfic vaccine beamls, Epecklly
thaose manufactured by the U
Abweyasingele exid that 1 “does nol
matler which vercine one B Eel-
tmg™ since all jabs with an cmes
rency use  authorizabion (ELAD
were “sale atud cffective”

COURT

“*These vaceines are larpeely used
fr  prevent  seovens discase anid
deaths, aod we know thatl all of the
vaocimes are dodng thist effectivety
.. We are nat advocating for pred-
ereie [or one or Use otber Braned,”
b saml

Inlecikms diesease specizlisl, D
Edsrd Salvana, of the Unbversity of
Ehe Philrppimes-Philippine General
Hospital, sgreed, telling reporters
that all ELlA vacrines were “very
effeciive™ arainsl severe iierase
— 1he most importanl ouloosme for
the alwis

He uoidersooned thad from a =i
enbifie stindpseind, “tha best vae-
rine Ehal one can get ik the one thiat
% already availabde”™

Meanwhile, fdlowing reports of
L tllicit sale ol OOVID- 19 vaccines
and vaccination skots, Malscsmang
spokespersom, Harry Bogue, said
chiring the press hricfing that sich
measures wiehe prohdbabed “as no
vaceine has received authoriza
b for commercial use vet and all
e Jeist uvder EUAS

Myanmar’s Suu kyi makes court
appearance in person for the first time

kB Elangkos

Blyammers oostes] leader Adme
San Suu Kyl appeared in cour in
person Monday for the first time
simece - 1he  mbliary  arvesied  heer
winen it seiped power on Feh. |

O of et Laweyers, Min Min Soe,
lole]l The: Assowciatesd Press vy phone
that Sun Kvi wes able to meet with
e clefense {eam for abaut 30
minuces el the hearing began
at & special court sed up inside the
Cily oone ] baildineE in Navpvitaw,
the: capital

[he lawyer= also met with Win
M, whe was phesident of 1he
rovernment Sun Ry led as siae
counselor sl Faces sodms of 1
s chinrEes

S Kyis omly previowis conm
appearances have been by video
link and she hsd mot been wllowssd
o meet in person with any of her
lavwvers. hin Min 5w sabd S Byl
wanted to bell Myanmars people
lhal her Nalbional Leasue far Desmose-
recy parmy will stand iy them,

She =znid that “sance the XL was
foambesdd Tor the peojde, e NI
will exist as lomg as the people

Mysnmar's custed lander Aung Snn S0 Kyl agpanr with other defandents
Bk & Cout i/ Naypyitaw. Myaamar in thils stil imoge taken from viadeo. e mes

exist "™ Min Min Sor =kl after the
|!|-|'.=|r|II;. =N appeeared b e reder
renge o the rudinge junia’s threat o
iesodve thee party.

Ehin Maung faw, heasd of Sun
Fovi's lemal teanm, sail “shise sevins 1
andl alert and smart, as alwavs”

ey Ay Saos Suu Kya is always
comfident in hersell, and she s
confident in her caoese and condi-
et 10 i pesnhe,” ol il asing
an honowrific for a respected older

W,

Moncdays hearing  conoerned
wryrral af the sx charpes Sun Kyvi
Faces and was largpely prooedural,

[ here are two counbs of vsolatine
e  Matoral DEsaster  Sagsse-
ment Law for allepedly ssolating
COVIE-I8  pamdenie  mesiricioens
during the 2020 cdection carnpadgn:
illegatly importing  walkie-talkies
Llsin were for her boslyEieemls’ s
wilicenss] use of the rslos amd

spresding mformation that cosild
capse puabdic alarm or unrest

The most serous charee Chat
Ssuu Byl faces s breaching the
cedomdal-era Officea]l Secrets Act,
whilch carmies a penalty of g to 14
vears' imprisonment, bug that s
Dl hamdlled by a separale cowr.

B Kyl supporiers say Lhe
procecdings  ane politically
meotivalesl aml ame meaml  to
ciscpsiit her amd legifimies the
mililarys seomre ol power. If
conyicled of aimy of the offersess,

she could b banned from runnine
i the efection that the junia has

pledzed o hold within one or twa
years of is takeover

The miltry omsbidd Sau Kyi's
government after bher party won
A lamdshide sictory in a gemcl
checion last November that woulsd
have given i a enoorsl Gvesyeal
term | ooffece. Bedore the star of
clrmcerathe refodms a decade 590,
Myvanmar was naled by the miditary
foa S years.

The junty claims W was g
mn taking prwaer becanise of alleged
W Hlespre sl et lom fraod, especially
mregilanties in vwotling lists

]

Mysnmar's junta lnnder Min Asng Hising cast
doubd en the retum of Robingya Musiim refugees

who fiad to Bangiadesh i commands mads in his
firel inferview since Enking powmer in o Fab. 1 cowp.
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Still open

Nepal: Everesi
climbs continue
despite COVID-19

A Nepal governmend offlcial saic
cit Memwlay et ey fomeip
climbers were SOV e
atlermpts to summat Mond
Exveres) dewpite nepaorts of &
OV 19 owthireak af the base
cabnp of s waorkfs: tallest peah

Adira Acharva, a direcior al
the Departiment of Touarism
that oversees climblng activ
Eiess, ssasd b eovernomeend biad
not received any notice of
a COVTID-19 gatbreak af U
Everest hase camp and that
expedibons were coilinaing
throiEEn the chimbing scason
thal =ncs next week.

“Even same climbwers whiose
tcams had sfopped climbing are
cokliminge their expedilions,”
R saiC wbhowt gving any
FLIMCS, Raltars

OF THE REST

Death row

Forelgners
arresied in Balion

narcotics charges

A Hritish hite] asereer and

ati Italian towrsst lave been
arrested {or .'||E-|'J_"|'|| JHRAR
span of narcostics oo [nedomesia’
resdr] Bland of Bali, police sald
Monday,

Renineth Dandel Rutsch, &
British man who has a hotel
business on oeishborine
Lawnbok sland, and hils Indone
sian pariner. X1 Ketut Dews
seniwab, were armestedd in Lhe
i ki 1ol af a restairant i
Bali oo May 7 after reshdenits
reporbed narcotic tmnsacisons
I the anea

Inconesa has extremely
sEEHCL A laws, arsl comy lefed
dealers are =ometimes executied
b firing sguacl. More Chan 850
peeofbe are currently on death
roay, meslly Far dmpe crimes. AP

The Days
FIGURES

FhOUSEHCH. O INTERNET ATCEIDS IN

What We Are Reading Today

FAOM ARCUND THE WEB & IN PRINT

The Molecule of More

DANIEL £ LIEEERMAN AND MICHAEL E. LONI

In The Mofscule of Mare
Gecrge Washington Unnsersity
professar Darmsl Z Lisberman
MD, ardd Gecrpetown Linjversity

|eaturar Michasd E Long
presert o potantialy |ife-
changing proposal: Much of
human lifa kas an uncorsidered
componant that explaine an
array of behaniors praviously
Rt Co Bad umralated
imzluding whey

vairss Claat,

vy geniuses
often sulfer with

mantal iliness, why
rearky all diets
faf, and wiy tha

Brairs of libarais
and carservathvas

recally are differant

Dopaming |8 the
chamical of dasirs

that abways asks for momn =

more siuf¥, more strmulation,
and mora surprsEs. N
pursult of these things, it

s undetarred by eamotion,
faar, oF rdraity. Daphmmims
i the source of our evary

urge, that #Mils bit of bGialogy
that makes an embltous

buisiness professional
amcrifice everything i purewit
of sucioess, or that

drived a satishiod
spouse ta risk it all for

the thrill of someons
FEE

Sarmnpaly puf, & in sy
we seak ond succoed:
itis why wa discover
and prosper, Yet, at
Ehe £ame Hma, 'y

wihy we Famiile and
SCuaridesr.

Booming business

Nigerians block
highway after

kidnapping surge

Hunclresds of protesiers partially
bBiloe ke a hiphway into Nigeria's
capital Abuja on Monday after
resilenis reported a spate of
Elcinnppdngs i the aresa

wedtine tares an fire, a ormaed
barricaded a4 seclion af e
&l Kagluna highway in
ke Tala area of Niger state,
bordermg the federal capetal.

“Five 8avs apo, ihe
Eidnapped four peaple, and
then Uuey canse back sEain,
vesterday, and kidnapped §6
peaple.” ane pritester sl

ddrica’s maoss pogilones
courniry has been plaguesd by
Eiclhappdisgs for vears, willy
criminals bireely Larpe e e
wiealthy and prominens

But more recently, the pool of
VHCOmS heas expansded and the
vitlnermable and poor across the
COLETELEY are poy also Laken f
rANSnT. AFPE

Eyelng sanctions

NATO envoys lo
discuss Belarus
‘forcible landing’

The KATUHalbies will meel om
[ieeesalay to discuss Belarus'
foreee] diver=son of & Exiroprzan
peassenger fighl carmying an
appesit o activisi

several MATO members have

dbEnousted Belaris’ descision
I foree the Rvanadr Qiglil fmom
Aflrs to Vilnbus 1o lardd and
Iy ele=taam cissidend pmrrmalis
Romman Protasevich

F1! beaders, most of whinee
e Els are sl NATO
allies. wepe g0 meet later
Aonday bo discuss noposing
iogier salciiomas an Adexaradel
Lukashenkn's resime

COin Sainclay, NATO secre-
lary el Fens Stodtereheerpe
denoamced ihe diversson,

sone meembser states have
Eoaue s B As b call the action
a “state hyjacking”™ and Belams’
eciEhbar Poland calledd i an
“art af state termorism.” AFp

ﬁ Follow Arsh Nows Briefs el threugh the doy @Arnbdews
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Red Sea security requires international cooperation

Iternatiorisl coma et o To
infAaence in thie Hed Sea region has
intensified over the past few years,
a8 comeerns Aboul 50 secwrely anad
stabibty have grown draomatecally
Grreaf powers and trading nations are

ciEwing cach othser to galn a foodhald in the
regen. The US maintains its largest African
buasae Gig Dejiboutd (Camys Lemnaisimier), whale
France, Italy, Japan amd others aklen have a
sipnificant military presence there. Baijang
hias act up a Chinese People Liberation Army
support Elase in Djthoah.

However, while many nations are seckang
B prxind a miblitary foodbaoskl in Use Bexd Sea
resgion, cooperation between them has been
Emited due Lo a lack ol effective platformes

I MMARAES Lelr campe ko and direct it
towaird achieving the best resulis. There have,

Broave yer, Been eflective Intermtbonal partmerr-
ships in fighting piracy, armes smuggling amd
Hlscil trales i thvt Guldl of Acken, e Aribian

s and off Somall shores. The Combined
Maritime Foroes ICMFL a coalition ol 55
nations, is the hest-knoown and has been guite

efTectayve dirokieEh M= fasK orces CTE-L3D
(maritime securityl, CTF-15] icoumder-paracy)
and CTF-152 iGull maribime secwrily)l There
i aleo the FUS Operation Atalands that fights
piracy off the coast of Somalia. These efforis

abe bmbted by thsir doarabates and Seokrapd-
pad seope and nesd to be expanded to include

Llae Bies] S aiwl new et rpring tareils,

The attendion given fo dbe May 15 inaagu-
ratson of Dgibonti Presidenl Ismail Omar
Gueltheh for & fifth term was mdicative of o
ki the fernational comnamandey vakies
stahility in the regon. Heads of state and
Eoveriimenl froin neiphbaring counlries and
nodable emissaries from great powers and

Civil wars,
political disputes,
poverty, and
corruption
contribute
significantly to
the lawless state
of parts of the Red
Searegion

ARG S AT

LIl E BT Rl LNl HN WL

rdfiers ailended the ceremsanies in Dgibongi
Presickenst Guedlety leis Dsiaenn i office sice
HEN, witnessing the conntry's rising sirategee
sirnificance aml dleriasiinal and reetonal

COTEPRCTTTHE 08T influence,

[jiboudi’s stability, in sharp contrast fo the
turenail in nelEhb=oring Somalia and Ethlopia,
has contributed to Hedd Sea security, as bhas s
relative prrosperidy compdrec 10008 seighincrs
With ahaut 1 milleon inhabdtanis, INibout {s
Lhee Florn al Africa’s smallest coumdry, baid il heas
ther hizhesl per capita inoome. 1§ has a rather
Encsbesst PeiT capila o ddmesie prodieet of
just pver £, 4040, bat that is six to eight Hmes
more Uhan Ecibrea, Ethiogia armd Sudan.

By comirast, regiomal conflicts, political
instahility, poverty and a povernance deficl
in s of the counires overbooking the
Hed Sea have left many spaces ungovernesd,
providing apporiuniises for terrorgsis, plrates,
nrganized crime gangs and rogue states to
Lake mdvantape ol those mips and threalen e
reEion s securiby.

The RHed Sea sirciches between two Impos
tant narmow passageways: Hah Al-Mandab

Al e the SipeE Caisal, Urroaigls which
abowt 1 pereent of workd trade and 4 million
barrels of ml a day pas=. Bul thes also mepine-
it possibde cholepoints shald they

b hdacked.

Lanake] &t froim the CGull Coaperatial
Coumncil perspective, there is great argency
Lis el with Hed Sea securdly. The eosd
imnamediale securily Uhreals include attacks oy
ciroque boals and angl-shpysnsg misstles, sca
mines, piracy, termorism and arms snegeling
They ko ecluds human raflicging, drugss
anil cyheratiacks

Civil wars, politscal dispnrles, posverty, and
cormapton condribute significanily (o the

BN, ABDEL AL ALUWAIEHES

Dr. Abcsl doir Abrashe™og w1
0 ASERTRTT Soolpiany -Oener
Eor Podncal dfare i hegoniansn

el o cokrmrmal for Aonk Mews

Ty it fy oo Il ] o Tl
pemcs pre el s ko recd
rercEa Rl e e OO s

Taiter @abshumati

EBwless state of parts of the Red Sea regron,
The hireakdown in =tate authority has masnl-
fied the threats by creating nnpovermed
spmices, a5 as e DimBles] capacily of securily
forees in a number of Red Sea stabes

While the piracy threat has been degracded
off Soqealia. former plrates fow prowvice
protection for ilbegal fishing boats, while
siMmEe conperate with Daesh and other terror
eroups. Iram has exploitedd the instabidity
in the CENED B l-ill:'ll.illz;].!'l? WA Arni
threaten freeclom of navieatson. = boaks
are abso among the maln beneliclaries of
illegal Aishing.

Hurman traflye ki bas been a Koy colaoemn
in the Red Sea region, For examipée, almost
all illepals who are apprehended in Saodi
Arabis comee across the Ked Seqa or e Yemen)
bomider. Traffickers alsn smagpEle children and
fremagers from the poorer counirics along the
Hed Sea 1o Ewmope and pay el warkoreds and
terrorists to facilitate their trade. Much of the
ulacit dmey trade, wheseh used 1o =0 from Asa
thiroiegh [rag and Sy1ia. now goes throwgh
Fast Africa, nm by organized crime gangs and
Facilitated By terrorist groups, which el sodmns
of their funding from sach operations

In sum, these comditions lave created
formidable codlaborstion opportunities for
organined crime gangs, {ferroresks and mgee
glates, Ard ihey are getting neare sepliisi-
cated in lsow they ke sdvantaze of law and
ook gaps where they exkst,

To deal with these muliipde and prowing:
thireats, there ds an urgend neod toe provide
hetter coorcdmation al the remiomal ansd

itertational bviels. Lasi weehl, the Germharn
Berghol Foundation hosted a timely discuss-

sl ot Ked Sea marlime security. Froom this
excellent virtaal discussion, it was clear there

-
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i rreat mverest on both shores ol the Bed Sea,
as waell as intermationslly, m bolsgering Ked
5= security in the widest sense. There is also
consideralde sappaort for a trliberal coopsera-

tive framewark that includes countries and
resional nrrmmnmsteans from both Keod Sea
shares, together wath mternatiomal players.

Tha thivse #roiips do nol hiave Do agres ai
wirk together on all issues, but they need fo
courdinate their eforts.

D fomse cooperation s probsbdy the maoss
crgent. By its nature, some such coopembion

can cnly 1ake place setween D -mlnded
nations andd co-operable forces. koind

Erercises, iraining, ancd capacity budlding:
shanalel b erthanced. The CMF coalitsen
pariners shoidd look mio extendine Lheir
mandate geographically to mclode the Hed
e Al 1 Acopse 10 e lude ew thireats

such ns cvherattacks and homam trafhcking
Expminding the mandate of the EUYs Operalion
Atabamta shaakd also b encograged

Crreater cooperation and knowledpge sharmg
betwern security foroes |8 needed to figl
termorism, incheling the traiming of coasl
Eands, b disrupl termorist meverminl and
fumding and degrade thetr ability 1o recruit
and ralicaliee voulths,

Tracle and investment cooperation is key
to ackbressing soomse al e rood calkses of
secursty threats by providang jobs and legigi-
pate liveliboods,

Inlermational and regional organizatons
coitld provide usehl platforms for grester
cooperstion betweens Ked Sea littoral states,
for diadeeure between relevant remanal amid
Elodial players, (o nEamage ottt and o
hame=s their capabilities. They shoold also

ik Lo coordinate amd sndanee tmcde, mveste-
mend arsd il B

B
These people
feel that
participation
in the election
grants unmerited
legitimacy to the

Iranian regime

Iran’s presidential election threatened by boycott calls

| a time when the [raman
meglnme 8 clesgrepately seeKing i
secire the largest possibile turn-
el fowr U pressdenlial electhn
i hestluili=] o Jume I8 — i
coder o avodd ATy Tepsc o ol
Lthe embarmesing scenano thal ooonrmesd durime
Lhe: precyeodis psarliame iiary e becison — recell
days have seen unprecedented amd mpidly
ol cabls [or e yode o e Dsiyeot el

This is shacking since the growing talk
of bovootbnge the election has even spreasd to
the hard-He advecates of the Irandan revolu
tion, who were, until very recently, among
e st fervent defenders. One proiminesm
figure, Farach Hashemi Rafsanjani, claimexd
that thie election offers nothing amd will do
nothmg 1o change the nonsatisfactory statas
e [ thee coumiTy.

Former imnian Presidend Malmowad
Ahrnadiiseiesd s rovabemes] to boveotl thee
electiom il the Guardian Couned] decides g
discualify him ram standiser a5 a carsliclale.
Ahmadincisd is essentially dog whistling to
mstrict his supporters to stay anay from the

el e AEwtbeoies: 1F Bve 5 o s uesdl Brecl
Hedatives of the victims of the regime’s 20014

altncks on the Green Movement and [amidy
poemnbers of those Killed by peglme forces amid
the social anad political protests of Decembier
20T Al November 2009 have akko threstened
I wilhlsold their yoles. Insldition, Rmadly
members of those aboard the Ukralngan
passrnger plane that was shot dosan o lauary

F00F by the repime’s slamle Revaluticanary
Crugamd Coapes (ERGC) and refagives of detaimess
kallex] i Iramian porisoies. are suppariing Use calls
b bonecoit the chection

Meanwilule, 2 cavil and poliiscal activisis
Fromm 50 clties amd 25 provinces across [ran have
issieedd a meessape b the Imnian people, calling
o Thesn to Beyeadl tee Iuine lection. The actv-
il s ted that, by nol participatioge i Uiss
election, the Tranian peopds condd move toward
arhdeving a peaceful transitson of poswer away
Fratn the Funcesmentalst reglme to 3 demsocratic
anel secular leadership,

Wl there Baave Deeen iy calls 1o bl
fran’s ebections in the past, they have pever
been as stronyes, numensus and determined as
Ehacse wiktEnessed i Lhee past few wiokks

here i a peneral Feelme of desssatisfaction
AT Those supporting a boval. These
penpie feel that participation in the

DR. MOHANMED AL-BULAMI

B dara

el o
B Preackern of the i emasonal
FEILREa A 1o ETriEd
= R

Twitmer pmohndelame

Lr W

Fior A viraion. g on 1
mm“nlm.-'a-pﬂn

election grants unmerited legbimacy o
thwe [ranban reEtnee.

In adklstion, there is a widespread perception
Lleaf e ebection will valy beid 1o g isesndinge-
less reshu e of jumsor cfficaels, while Supneme
Leader All Ehamenel will ommtinue to wick
abspluie power, lhaving the fimal say over
P, eeorsamie snd security alfales.

The lard-tiners within the Iranian rermmse
uiderstand thal disgualifying cancdidlates,
eapecially the leaders of the so-calked
reformist mervemend, coud resalt in a siEpnal-
cant number of thedr supporters and backers
boycotting the edectinn,

Thess: bard-liners 3o pealioe st aving
calElElales with civerse plalforms oonald
crahance the turmmat. Howesver, (8 secms
onlikely they will reverse the disqualification
prliey af the Guartian Councl] for soveral
reasans, Most importantly, the harcd-liners all
Fosl adbosy Thve reloren st 1o Fefrn o paodeer al
any ook, even H this nscans a low vaber urmaoni

It &= wiclely ackoow edeed that dBwgieali-
fying a large b of candicates from the
presuiental mce, whether theey ane reformmsts,

crEnsETyalies o mEaderales, will resalt ln e
sl late fnvorex] by Klamenet amd the IRGC

coammEndeTs winnmg the electon,

Criamiian Conancll spaolesman Abbas All
ol fsoncd el asserted that a kow iurmont would
nnt delegitimize the election. Reality sugpests
olherwse, howeser, with many belivvine
tleat remearks like KEadkhodacss mask deep
comcern within the lraman reprme abont the
pross bt Ty of a siFmifcant boveall, possibly
even surpassng the woefial hurmoat at lran's
sl parliamenlary ebection in Febirwary 2030,
which saw a recond absitenibon rate thaf
surpassed 57 pervcenl

Thi regimme, Fearing thi= possdbdlity, cowld
P Lo VArBOUS msans to eneourage Lhe
Iranian street (o pet oot and vole

Crivem e prowinge bosooll calls amd maedis
pepuorts, as well as opinion polls suggesiing a
rescoard benw burnaonst on Jumne 18, the regime’s old
sfrategy of thireats arud Intimclatson ane uanliEely
b wrrk im forring the fmnian edectorte o the
pretlindr statioiss. Thse perveral disillusionimenl
with the regime and its policies and the expec:
Lalstm thal a hard-line president will soan 1ake
Hauhanis pleos in the presedential Ssadabad
Falace means thaf anyone hoping to acheve a
high tummeout in the election, Bke that witmessed
i 2087, i likely o b dissppoinled
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Opinion

US media
in slight shift

KERRY BOYD ANDERSON

hafis in e the
S mexhia reporis
ot the Taracli-Pal-
estinian comdlnes
Al how Americans talk
alsoul ¥ were chyvious

during the lastest round
of vialemre. These shafls

are mportant, even i
Ehey are niod vet hkedy o
sienificamly shape 175 podicy.

Media coverage of the Israchi-
Palestinian canfbcl has shifle]
sigrificandly in the last W io 15
yesrs. However, it is omportant
to nelerstand Ehad the starting
prodnid wias a prafoindly pro-Lael
viewpoind, Twenty years ago, the
speciuim of mamsineam reporting,
ackdemec disoussions and conver:
saficms withan the foreipn paolicy
waorld was very lmited. A1 one enxd
of the spectram were vodees thal
v (b condlict primanly through
an Istacli bens, while also cxpressing
sarm e Corecert for the Palesimians
— amif misthy blaming Palestimmans
For el probdems. The other enid
of the spectram was vehementhy
prru-Bsraed, Traming the Palestin-
kans as liars, whiners and terrorists.
Anyone who expressed opanans
Brevonic] thisl specinain was seeq &5
extreme or fringe.

Toclay, onee el of 1Be speciriam
has cxpanded sypnibcantly, The
specimim mow inclodes ideas thal
were previoasly fmnge, such as
Eiving equal coederiee 1o Palestingin
At Israedi vosces, blaming 1srael
fur Palestinlan deaths, recopnmane
that there is a buge disparity in the
death tall when Israel and Hamas
g o war, anid g0 forth. These
ileas were largely unacceptahle in
malns=treim reporting B0 yes apo,
bt o theey aprpear freguuendly
i mainstiream mesdis outlets. The
othier end of the spectrum remmains
eatrEnely pro-lsrael,

Multiple factors are driving
Elais sdnift. Clisanees i Use mecdia

lanidscape have emoded the power
ol & few putlets 1o determine whal

mnformation and perspectives
AmeTicars receive Social mexli has
also plaved] & sajor mobe, alknsing

Palestinlans amdl hruman
righls arpanositions be
chronmyent traditional
metlia and grwermment
crefsors and provide

L pes, vicheos aml saices
of what the Falestinlans
are truly expenencing
ok Uhoe poronnnel.

While far more Amen-
cacs are ionbay opeen 1o hearfng
Palestindan perspectives, the center
prirel of Amervan dabyne is
far Froen overthy pro-Palestinian.
some Palestimians have expressed
frustration with this

It 1= critically maportaiil,
howeyver, to note: that the 15
mexlica eovirammenl S moress-
ingly polarized. The shaff to be
mare inchesne al Pakestinian
perspeciives sas oocurred among

kefi-leaning and some mainstream
cHellels. liEht-wine sutlels have,

iF anything, narrowed their focos
io pro-lsrae] perspectinees. Fox
Mews coverage, for ccample, has
rermaiived extremedy pro-lsmeel,
frecuently avaiding any mention of
the number of Palestinazn Calities
whille highliglvting Istacli deaths,
The <hift in reportimg and discius-
alonts abous the Tsraeli-Palestindan
comffict s real, bud i is unlikely i
chanEe US pedaey 3y L soii
Ialesstimians, who were previonsly
viewed as exirems or less credible

than Isractls, mow hase real appaor-

trmities io have theeir voces heard
by Americans. Al the sume time,
Isiel rensains a fiem US ally with

algmdfecant supp=ort anmong many
Demmocraks and very solic backing
from Regpuabdicans, bt it can

no knper dominate the informa-
o and perspectives that Amer-
CANS Feceive.
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United Palestinians have

changed the course of history

bt Palestimdan revolt of
202 will po dowmn i higtory
as o of the most imfhaemtial

events in irreversibly changing

the: collective thinkdng i and
aroipl Palestine. Only 1wo

atleer events can be comparcd with what has
just transpared in Palestine: The revolt of 1956

anl the tiret intifada that began in L9S7,

Since the signing of the Oslo | Accord,
which encded thee first intilacda In 1983, the
story of Palestine has been an a dismal
irajeciory — disumnity, [actionalism, poditicil
rivalry and, for the privileged few, massive
wealth. Nearly four decades have been
witsted on a self-defeating political discourse
cetilered on American-raell priorles,
mestly concemes] with *1sraeli sccurity™ and
“Palestinian (ermorism.”

Tredectably. the already- powerful Israed
hecamse more embaldened, mpling the
number of its Mlegal cobonbes in twe West
Bank, along with the populateon of its
il settlers. Palestime was sepmsemlesd
into timy, isalated South Africa-sivhe Baniu-
stans, each carryving a code — Areas & B and
L — aml thi movement of Palestimians within
thefr bomeland became combitioned on
them ohdaming yarious cobored permits from
the Israels military. Wonsen forced Lo grve
hirtly at milidary checkpalnts in the Wes
Bamk, cancer patients dying in Gaza while
waltlng for permisshon 1o cross to better-
eqpuippesl hospitals and other similar scandals
D Lhe eversclay realidy of Palestine aiml
the Palestinians,

With time, the lsaeh occupation of Pales-
e hecame a marginal issue on the agenda of
intermationad diphsmacy.

Even the international sodidarity movensen
Tor Palestinian fghils became confused and
fragmended — a direct capression of the Pales:
itndan politecal confusion amd fragmentation.
In the ahsence of 5 unifeed Palestinkan sobee
amid the prodonged political feud, many took
ke libserly of Feciuring Pabestinians on how 1o
resisd, what “sedutions™ 1o fight for and how to
coimluct themselves politically.

18 2emiedd that Barael had finally gained the
upper hand — permanently.

Desperate to sse Palestindans rise again,
niadey — inchding inteldectuals and political
beaders — called For a hird intifada. 1 wes as
i the Bow al hidaory m Palestine adlened Lo
flzed academic notéens or was compelled by
the urging of some indiviclnal or ceganeation.

The ratlonal answer was, and revmadns, tlaat
anly the Palestinian people will determines the
matiire, scope and direction of thetr codlective
actian, Popudar revodis are med the owloome
af wishiful thinking bad of clreumstances, the
tipping point of which can onky be decadesd by
the peopde themse fves

HAMTY BAROUD

Asrriry Barocsy has fepn Ermisg
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May 2021 becamee such a teppang
polnt, Palestinkans rose inoangson, froms
Ferusalem to Gaza and every inch of the
Oecpbed Territorles, as well 4 religee
communities throughomat the Middle East. By
cloifE s, they solved ai impossdble pofitical
expuation, The Palestinian “problem”™ was no
longer that of the lsmaeli cocupation of the

West Bank, Gazs and East Jerusalem abore.
fiat also the Israel racism and apartheid that

hiave larpeied the Palestingn communiiies
ikl Israel. Furllser, it was also the crisis ol

beadership amdd the decp-scated factionalsm
and political cormaption.

When Ieractl Prime Mintster Beaganin
Ketanyahu decided on May S o umbeash
hiordes of podice ammd Fewish exiremisis on
Palestinian worshippers at Al-Agsa Mosqae,
who were prodesting the ethmic cleansang
af the Shelkh Jarrah nedghborbeod in East
Ferusalem, be was merely attempling b
s a few polbtkeal polnts among Tsraels
s chanvimisie righi-winge oonsUluemcies,

He also wanted to remakm in power, or at
beast avoud prizon as a resull of his onpoing
corrigtbon trial,

He did ot amticipate, owever, that he
was unleashing ome af the most historke
events in Palestine; one that woubd alttmately
solive a seemmdnply imposslile Palestindan
guarvdary, True, Netanyaha's war on Gaza
killed hnmgdreds amed woumded thousaneds. 'The

violepee e perpetrated In tlse West Bank and
i Arab peiphborboodds in lsrael Kifled seores,

But it was the Palestinians who claimed
victory, with hundireds of thousaneds ol peaple

rishing to the sireets i the wake of the crase-
fire {o declare theeir triumph as one wifed,

Pod narorn.

Winning and knsing wars of national
liberation cammol be measured by eriesame

comparisons between the numbser of dead or
the degree of destruction indlicted on each

aldhe, I1 this was the case, no colonlzed mathon
wialkd have ever wion ite freediom, Palestime
tans won hecanse, once mare, they emerged
feom Uee rulsde of lsredi sombs as a whole

— & nathon determined toowin its freedom
whatever the cost. This realstion was

aymbolizsd by the many scenes of Palestinban
crovvls oelebratmg while vaving the banners
ol afl Palestiman lactions, withsi! prejuacice
and without exception,

Finally, il can uneqguivacally be asseried
that the Palestindan resistanoe scored a magor
victory, arguably umprecedented i ils proad
hestory, This is the first time that Israe] has
Breeieny Foeoed 1o aocepl Uit Use raless of the
game have changed, likely forever, It is no
lonper the only party that determines political
crteommes in oceupled Palestine, becagse the
Palestinian people are Anally a foree o be
reckoned witlo

World must seize the moment
to end Israeli occupation

sraclis are starting o relax afler anodbher

Bemjamin Netanyahu-Hamas cease-
fire. After 1 days of viedenoe, they can
restard Lheir Lives and pet owl of the
shalters, Next werl slold also see a
redurn o pre-pandemsc normality. That
15 welcorme, Bul not for one secoqd shoidd
anyone sugpest this is o ceasefire and calm for
Palestinians. This is the typical ermar of wiarded
leaders and politiclans, whose energles will
fade away within days if the precedent of the
TIRATEY e vBoLs Wars on Gaza 8 sdhered (o,
Only ending the blockade of Giaza, opening
ug lts economy and imvesting in livelthood
suppoar amd infrastmiciure will make a

genulne difference, If Palestinians in Gaza
have hope and a future, then the hore of

Jodndng armeed prowps may be dulbed

Will the international community work to
cle-gscalate i Jerusadem? Sudlay's emtry of
meane than 120 extremdst Jews to A-Haram
Al-Sharif, Banked by heavily armedd Israedi
forces, hardly bodes well, The status quo
agreement has io be enforced,

The idernational community did ned have
a Fol wear, The Bichen slnvinisbration was

pedestran in getiing out of the blocks amd
barely refermed to Palestivian nights amd

sulfering at &ll The US was alse the roadblock
at the UM Secunty Council, blocking three
resolutions. Evert il pos-coaselbne stabemeat
ilicl mod call for an end to the bMockade of Gaza,
Thee major European slates were little betler.
However, certaln elemments of the kst meont by
showcase snme positive changes. Firstly, there
has been a significant ses change inthe nature
ol e comversyisan in thee TS Joe Biben may
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b thee first president fo have o acknowl-
el ane] consider views Froan Destsoc rads
advocating an zpproach that includes righis
for Palestmians

Palestinkan volces &re also beginndng to be
heard m mapor mesdis autlets and not blocked
ar ipmoned. Drivine thils momentum is a pew
generation of articulate, fearkess Palestimians
whss will nol rebreal o be intimidaled. This s
aksn a sign of a reversal of the fragmentation
ol Falestinan socsety, as yvounper civil society
actors appear far more relevant than the jadexd,
discredived poditeal leaders.

seofdly, the framing of this as combating
a reginme ol apariheul hoas moved from o finge
term to part of the maimstream debate. Uniders
standing the trie nature of the processes
an the groand is vital if one s 1o move
toward a solution. This means that the
syslenmic diserimidnation aeainsd Palestikians
within Isracl has to be dismayiled along
with the occupaton.

To avoud the tradibional post-war Gaza
fatlures, the International communiiy has fo
bireak the mold, Accoundability is key. Also,
stap the Lip service profmising Lo resalve
the underlying ls=oes and get on and diodt,
Crcupalion s conflict and an apgresson
again=t Palestindans every hour of every day.

This reqpuires negodiations, bot not those
basedd o freexing or perpetuating the
ceepatsn. The negotiations st be aboud
implementiigg the Baws and resohutions the
interaational community has already passed.
Theat panist b the fundame ntal Toundation
for & iree and lasting peace that both peoples
need and can cherislo
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audi Arabia aims to raise $55bn by

2025 through privatization program

538 billion to be raised by asset sales, the rest via public-private partnerships

Arab Naws F yann

saudl Arabla Is seeking to
rilse about 855 bhilllon over
the next four vears throngh

its privatization program
as It looks to reduce s

budget deficlt, according
Lo Sandi Finance Minlster

Mohammed Al-Jadaan.

Al-labaan expecis to mse S35
billlon through asset sales sl
$I65  hillion  throaugh puoblic-
private parinerships, he todd the
Financial Times.

The Sawdl  govermment  has
pelemtified 160 projects in 16 sectors,
bncluding asset pales and pblic-
prvite parimerships through 2000

Ak sales will mclode poveri-
ment-ownced  hotels,  television
brosdcasting towers, aml cooding
and water desalinacion planis

The pan does not  inchule
Pulilic Investment Fumd #nittses
af the sale of otler assels of Saudi
Aramco. The privatization lw will
b emaclexd in SawB Ambia in Jaly

ol ehuls vear,
Last vear, Sandi Arabia sold all its

Aour mallls o a Froup of hecel aisd
iniernational mmvestars for aroensd
1.5 hillon, with HSEC aclvisime on
tle deals

The National Privatization Cenler
LT Py in March also annoancesd the

cinestbon of the Registry of Privati-

Al-Saieh, the pew syslem seelis Lo

§

3 ComEmvitlee

Lo subamit  Eriev-

lesal consultant o thiee law i af

(A

e

The Exudl govermenonk has identifiod 160 prajects. Aasat sakes will inciydn hotele_ tolovision broadoasting towere. and cosfing ard witer depalination plaste. Hecisno s

juoly  apporuniiies  and

ra) b

who provwve their ability to perform

Impreye

gatiom Progects, o comprehensive
cenfral database of information
amd douwme s related fo PR CES
tarpeted for privabization.
Actonding o direcior-peneral
of Sirategic Commundcation

amd Marketimg al the NCP, Hani

enhance the existing privatization
sisieme Ope of ils most ooporiand

ralcs will be io sirengihen the
pxisting povermamnce and ensure
Fadrness and iIrassparency,

“The law aflows participants
[rons the private seclor o sel g

ances related o the bidding and
sejection procedhires of privaliza-
tom projecis and kay the reguls
oy basis o compensiie  the
EFpErieved i case the pap cannol
b= addresseel ™ e (old Arabh Neas

[himalh Talal Al-Sharf, a Saudi

Majed Garoulr and 8 member of
the Internabionad Associalion of
Lawyers, tobd Arab News that the
ongmang  privatization drove = oa
Bationmal project that 5 ol solely
related o governmend ministries.

“Privatication will creste more

the level of public service due to
competition, whitch is an bBmpoi-
tant clement in the private sector,
However, people will need more
aHlrEEce an b secunny oas N
pxists in the public sector” she
sl “Comtinuity will be for those

well, adbere to the regulatsons
aiwl achieve the proals s [or
cach empdoyee becanse, in order
for privatimtion ©  sooceedd,
there moast be g4 change im the
mt b ol operating and managing
pridilic projecis.”

CRYPTOCURRENCY

Bitcoin not
Jor us, says
HSBC CEO

Fearbars Lodidon

HSBC s o plans 1o Eninch a
cryvptocurency  trading desk or
pffeer the diggital coins as an invess-
mentl [ Cuslomers, v s
they are too wolatibe amd lack
IranspsarenEsy, s CED Mol Quinn
Il HepleTs

Eirrvpe's bippeesl banks stance
1 CUVPLOCUITeRC S COs k5 L
woarbils biggest and  besi-knosam,

Biiooln, s mimbded mearly S
prcenl from (e vear™ high, aller

China cracked dowm on mining the
cuimemncy and prominent advocate

Elom Mk temmpeered his support.,

Hsls slance zlso condrasts
wilth rival banks such as Goddman
Sachis, which Reuters im March
reporied had restarted s coypio-
currccy trading desk.

“Cilven the yolatility we are nol
ik Isbcodn as & assel class, il
oar cliends want to be there then
of course they are, bul we ame
il pronsing It as an assel Class
within our wralth managpemen
PisiEress” G sail.

‘For similar nsisons we'ne nol
rushing into stablecoins”™ he saxl,
referringe o the dirmlal currencies

NUMBER

Oﬂ/n

Europe’s biggest bank's stance
on orypteourrenciss oomas as
the world's biggest and best-
lnown, Bitecaln, has tumbled
Fuirly 50 parcent from the
yaar's high, after China cracked
down on mining the currenoy

ared prorminaid advocate Elon
Musk tempered his support.

[lesd seel 0 avedd the solatificy
pespciated with typical crvptocuar-
remicies by perEinge their vabue L
assets such as the U5 daollar,
Bilcoin traded at $344584 om

Momday, down meary 50 percent
im just #40 days from if= year kigh of

L4 SAS on Apall B

Fressuare on the CRrTehncy mden
sified afer the bhilllfonaire Tesla
Chiel Executlye and CIV R
rency hacker AMusk reversed hes

dance an Tesla acoepting bifcoin

a4 Py el
China, which ks central to HSBCs

rroewvLh stratery, sl Bst Twesclay

Lhad it hadl Bannsed lnasncesl bnstl-
tutboms and payment companics
[roen providing services melfed 1o
CIYPE U ITAREaCE oS,
Heufers reported im Apnd that

HEBC had banned cusiomers [n Es
snbne share trading platiorm from
Imivinge sharmes i bitcsn-Tacked
MicTeSirategy, saving in a message
bo clients thad it wonbkd nol Gacillitale
the buyving of exchange of products
refated to virtoal curmetcles.
Wuinn said his skeptical stanee
{1 eryplocurtencies partly anose
frigm the: difficulty of assessing the
Iransprrency of who owns

COVID-19: How S50 billion could be translated into $9 trillion

mbers are powerful toals

Lix [Hla=sirale the coomsbmike
ponseqisenoes of policies amd

b humviars, Last Friday, during s

virtual G20 heablth summit oo-
losted by ltaly — which hodds

thee G200 presilency — and the EL, the Intema-

Linnal Monetary Fuscd (IME) released a report
showing what if would take to share vaccines
mare eguitably thooughont the svockd

The numbers ralsed were stark, bat the
opportunities promissd brsght prospects.
While ab=nuat hall af the U8 Eopulation and 55
prrroenl of L UR bave received al beasd
ome cosi: of 8 COVID-19 vaccine,
fewer than 2 percend of people in Afrca have
recelved a jab Some countries have not even
reachesd the one percentile,

I ansthing, dus sheows jus oy the
panedemic has fueled inequalbties not ondy
wilhin countries, bal also belween thwem.

The guestion arises as to what can be done
b avert a furiber falling behimd of developing
coluntries? Indeed, whble poverty on a |i|:-il-|.l-:i|
level Bad bewn decreasing vear afler year,

paverty levels are iscreasinge apain for the
firsg time in & generation. The World Bank
eslimmaies that Lhe virus will have pushesd
115 mudllica ackitional people into extreme
poverty, whike the World Fond
Programme fears that 370 peopde will Cuee
starvation, more than doable compared
with pre-pamsdensic levels.

o womder that multilateral akl agencies are
exremely worriedd absoat these numbers: The
[MF's papery proposed 350 | LT T funding
io suppaort vacoination effors for developing
comimies The Fund sapd said 5405 hallion
shmild be disgrerse=] in e Torm of prantks e
thie Acoess to COVID-IS Toods Accelerator,
parinership bnimchesd by the Ward Health
Organizatlon in April of last yvear to develop
1onex (0 ﬁ|::'|!1|: COVII-IS & farther 5105 hillson
Al Bve comntrabudes] by aovermanests and
mudtilateral development banks in the form of
conressioary finance.

Thee mathematics, &s badd owt i the report,
are comvincing. The IMF hopes that, with the
help of the program, 40 percent of the world's
el atiom conchl bee vacedieted by Chise ened of

CORNELIA MEYER

ETen M e B B
O [ = | wrasreeme weth
A0 mam of arsa e
Wressnmatl Dt g ancd
nchielry Srm iy ol
o CED o husr-wes
SOt BT, bl i SR a AT
Tairtar mheyorts Ll -6

201 aned G0 percent would get there by the

mabchle of et vear. According (o the Fund's
caleulations, this shaald resall in $% trillion in

exira ghohal gross domestle product between
now and 2025 — splid 60 1o 40 between devel-

oping and developed countries.

IMF Managing | Nrecior KErislaling
Crenrzieva ol Blowsmbeerye Telesisin in an
imterview that these coommi gains
wisitkl translate into £ trillson of extra tax
revenies n developed countries, becasse
thear economies will recover more quickly

A they wonld otlherwise,
Eromoeni: fomecasls are always difle il ancd

rarely it the precise dollar mark. However,
the pamdemyic had a devastating effect on the
global economy ad health sector

exprris and ecomomists alike agree thai
e the wliole swarhd §s poiesles] apsinss
thie virns, socicties will niot be ahle 1o returm
1o muorrnad, whisch will be casily.

The 250 hillion investment is deslgmed to
g indo distributmg exoess vaccines from
e dhevekoged G e deve o woarkd, thwe
procd i o of exira doses 1o satisly glolxal

chermand, e the estabdishooneat of fest ancd
trace svsiems in developing couminies, 2 well
as L bowsling ol their vaccination inlfrasdre-
ture once the desired doses armive,

LF wor put the S50 hilbon apainst the 216

trillion which the IMF estimates povemments
hurve spend so far in supporiing oase holds

miml Busdises 15 panclemic support, [ seeins
money wiell spend. IF we look st the potential
radies in berms of 5% trlboa, the progmm
would represent a tremendous return o
imvestment. Even if the mumbers tum out to
be lower in the end, the proposal is still a bet
wiorlh Eking — espeecially as the inbermational
commumdty would have dowe “the right thing™
Lazt s alsn not fonget that the IMF released
the papes just a8 178 Presddemt Joe Beden
supported the demands of [nedia and Somth
Africa thar pharmaceuatical cormpainies
shonild forgo thear patent rights ap COVI-19
vaccses, wlich will necessitale lenpthy
debates o the World Trade Organdzaticn
Al olher Bodies. In contrast, the £50 billion
promyises a lot af bang for the buck in a
relativedy abort mne framee.
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Rubsa Cibasd J=ddah

Companies listed on the
sandl stock exchange
{Tadawul) reported a

b pereent Vear-on-vear
Increase in e et
profit during the first
guarter (Q1) of 2021, alter
declining for elght
guarters, according toa
repart by Ananckal data
platform Argaam.

The listed lren reposrted total net
profit was SR107TA8 Wdllion (52877
billion) compared o SE&86
billlon  achdeved during  the

same perin jn 208N

e of ihe Kev reasons Behind
the increase was the accelernied
return o normal Life aller partial
ar comspdete loechdown as part of
ISR LA TR |I:'|'It'l|l"l'|'.'|lI'I:'|!l.'l.| g
the coronavirs discase O0% 1 E

19 panclenue.  ecomomdst el
financial analyst Talar Zaki Hafiz
explaimed to Arab News,

“The encrgy and the banking
seciors have helped in pushing
the [olal marked profisbalacy
upward,” Hafiz said, noding thai
the (o prime seclors’ pralil grew
ny IH amwd 30 JEETCCRE S
tivedy In Q1 3021 comnpared to the
same periad last vear.

POSITIVITY

Saudi-listed companies see total
profits surge 44 percent in Ql 202l

Return to normality after COVID-19 pandemic, rising oil price and demand helped rebound

In genemal, energy  firms
accounied for 74 percent ol 1he
toial aggregaic profit for listed
companies in Wl 2021, reporting a
4 percent profif rise year-on-year
b SRTE3E B o

Hafiz saicl that Sandi Aramco
had coniribuated positively (o the
total profits of the lsted compa:
paies due o its 24 perceni profil
growvth of SETRS58 hilllom this
year, compared 1o SRG5S6S hillion
in (B saime perioad i 20240,

“This is due io the Improvemeni

it Lhse oil prices il U demamd as
wiell ¥ Halir saicl. “Alsa, Lhe consad-

Idated SABIC financial results
have helped improve Aramcos

FASTFACTS

® The listed firm reported total

net profit was SRI10T .88 billion
($28.77 bllllon) compared to

SRT4 86 billion aohieved during
the samea perniod in 2020,

® Oy of the ey resons
behind the increass wos the

accalarated roturn to normal
life after partial or comglats
lockdorwn as paurt of mensuras
implemented during the

ooronavirus disoass pandamio,

andlyst axplaing

Hotels im Alhobar ciy, in Saudi Arubia’s Esstern Province, reported the highest srerage ccoupancy level in the Kingdom with 83.5 parcent. S5a tloi0ae-

HOSPITALITY SECTOR

averall Amancial resualis”

SARIC reporied SR4ES6 Dallion
nel profit in QL 2031, swuppsoried
0¥ A 24 ETCCnl year-o - yYear riss
in revenoe, as average selling
product prices incheased.

The Argaam report  also
highliglited that the materials
and public wiilitics sectors tarned
profitable thix year, from losses in
] o B2,

Excloding Saudi Aramon's finan-
cdal resulis, the 0Orsl quarter's
combined rarnmings this vear show
a SUTES of 1549 et b SHASL2E
halbion, [rom  SHIL3EY  hallion
i Q1 E00

In the first quarter of this year,

=
—
L
L
-
-
[
=

Ramadan hotel occupancy rebounds close to pre-pandemic levels

Ruba Obald  eclint
The Midhlle East’s hole] oocugancy
rates  Approached 2018 levels

during Kamadan amd Eid AL-Fitr
thir vesr, socording 1o data o
Lse Bolel manapement analylics
firm 5TH

The repart highlighted near-
normal accnpancy vels i the
region during the bholy momth,
belping key markets oulperform
glohal peers,

Holels in Afkholbar cily, i
saudl Arabias Esstern Prowvinee.

Twanily -five-year-old student Abdisdak

regrarfed]l  the higlest  averaee
acoupancy bevel in the Kingdom
with 833 pereent.

Om  the Oy s wesl ool
leddah'socrupancy bevels dropaped
dniring the last weelk of Ramasdan
but climbexd back dunng Eid to
84 percent. With the return of
U'mirnh thix vear for vaocinated or
COVID-recovered pllgrims only,
Makkah's hotel mvdustry showed
improyes] perforfance, althaoneh
it remains below its full capacity
e e safely measeres and the
"J.IHFII'IHLL'IFI"TM'{THL'HF-I'MWHP-

mEant ta Ba individaal
and that was the maln

Al-fldroos came up with the dea for "By
Zikir® bescadss e wantad ta ba able to
glwe gifts that represented his religlon
and traditlon but were also L

*I beliave that this is a batter gift

1o give 1o yaur loved gnes; instead
af things that are widely found In the
rmaarket ® ha told Arab News.

"By Zlki" |8 & startup that selis
Subhah (beads that are used to keep
coit while gaying prayera). Thias
beads are a part of the lslamic tradition

and are often carreed i o pochat ar a
bag, In Al-Aldroos's opnlon, gifts are

drivar bshind setting

up of his business,
Whan | was sure

that this was the path

| wanrted T pursos,
| traveled to Egypt

Maklkah to deskgn them.®

{ o

and than to Turkey to ressarch the art
of making Subhas,” the entrepraneur
said. I bought the raw material from
thiae countries and brought it back fao

Ha said that his frends and Family
pushed him to start the business

FASTFACT

1%

Resaarch fourd that the

Kingdom's axpectad 671

persant increass in rgoom supply
et tha Rext three yaars was

the highest among the 80 most
populated countries.

Mlakkah's marksl of over 42,0040
hioted rooms  showed  nearly
15 percent  oocupancy  during
Ramiadan this year compared fo
le=x than 2 percent in 2020, and
abeve 80 percerst in 2006,

Regionally, Eid ocoupancy mates
raried across key markets

Mormally, letsure markels like
Jelclah, Dubal, anxd Shargah would
repart high oocupancy during
Podidday peeriods, wlille Buasisess-
hased capital markets like Kivaidh,
Fouwail Cily, and Daaha host fewer
travelers, Daring the peak weelk

Startup of the Week
By Zikir: A classy twist to your Subhah

AMEERA ABID JEDDAH

afficialy and gave him a lot af

this year, Sharjah egoved an
AveTage occupancy rate of &7
percenl, followed b Doha (855
peroentl, Abg Dhabi (536 percent)
and Enehas (60 percent),

& woparale plobal STR  repaort
from March ssid that Saoudi

Arabia had the worlds bigpest
hole| pipefine.

The research  foumd  that
the EKingdom's expected 60
pereenl ImcrEse N oo suppEy
over the pext three years was
ithe hiphest amonpe e S0 ooosd
I'II.'II'H.Iii-ll-l'ﬂl.'l'll.II'lfI'l-l"-

S compandes reporied a nse i
pralits compared (o the same
perind in 2000, while 23 firms
turned o poofit aller reporting
bosses in G 2020,

However, 42 companies posied
a droge fin samings, compared oGl
20, while 43 firms also posted
bosses in Q1 2021, inehading 12 that
slijapeed inlo Lhe redl

With the net profit o Saud|
Armmbian Mining Co. (Maacen) al
sETEE2 millkon, the materials
secior  contnbuied 9 peroend
te the market™ lolal combined
carnings, with 5E864 hillion in
total proft, compared to loses of
mERGE 8 |ast vear,

EXPANSION

Athokairito

bring Flying
Tiger and Alo
Yoga lo hSA

Arab Nows Lubol

Saudl petall glant  Alhokair 18
brimging Flyving Teger and Ao Yoga
i Ll B oo,

The armival of American leisure
brapd Alo Yopa and Dandsh variely
retailer  Flying Tiger Copen
hapen comes as Favwaz Abdolaoax
Albokair Coo looks o expand s
offerang aller a tough vear For
the retall sector. It is part of &
wider sralesy to expand ils metail
porifolks and move info pBew
lifestyle categornies, accomding b a
Pt pose Dy o Moy,

Al Yoga, which sells a colbec-
Lion of yora chhing sl actes-
saries, will open in the Kingdom
Cender in Riyadh — itx first ouwrtdet
oiisioe the US

Adhalxir i planning {o open &5
Flying Tiger stores i five vears,
wilh ninte outleds and an onlise
'11I'IIII'IJ]'!-I."]'|'I|II.=]1-J. 1 the frst vear,

The lamsh retader curmently has
aroknEl 00 stores 16 27 oowmiTies.

Sandi Arabda’s retadl sector is onse
il U Fifechsam'™s prarily areas s il
sechs tao reduce its rellance on oil

Allsbadr is  mwwine [orward
with an ambitloss expansion plan,
Aiming to open arowusd 5 food and
beverage mutlets i the nexd 13 1o
i mandhis, ancd al lesisl anoidier
0 retall stores in the fashion,
cosmetics, beasty amd  sporis
erctors, the companys CEG fald
Arab News,

“TWe ame alwave explwing every
interesting brand that has a fiure
podenlial” Marvwan Moukaseel,
CEG of Alhokair. sadd i March.

purchagsed at o low price, “Whartas, wa

enaouragemeant. A key elemeant of
the products he designs s thes
Imdividizality. = faal ke a part of the
makar's soul becomes a part af the
prodwot, sinoe they treat it with

carg and respact, and | think thes
gives a personality to

Ehe product.”

the main challengs
wid cliscadng on the
pricing. He sxploadined
that Subhab are
widedy sold and can be

For the entrepransur,

worked very hard on ouwr products, they
are handmade, and the quality was
very high, a0 the prices were hgher as
well” e gald,

One of the pohlevement Al-Aldroos Is
mosl proud of fram his avtreprenausial
jourmey is how guickly he learmt the
basics of running a business, “Tha
budpeting, manufactring, shipping
the raw materials and selling the
product ook me aix months 1o lear
and get used to.”

Lang-tarm, Al-fkdraas hopes to axport
his proeducts ntermationally,
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The Lo IATH offecial dosdm e aapect o sce mergerd and acGasSltlons &bty 'becdnidd poople will B gunrded abbit e cadls they Bhawe. Scuts o

Raisbers Dustal

The head of global alriine

hody IATA expects the
industry Lo cmerge Nrom

COVID=-12 IMPACT

IATAs Walsh says

airline industry wil
be smaller after crisis

Global travel demand likely to retum to normality in 2024,

lyime tvear-emmpdy as detmadid Tomgoe
fowand i recovery,

“It will be & smaller mdastry.
Wi ar® el EodngE o recover all thee
capaciy,” Intermational Air Trans-

FASTEFACTS

® Tha pandemic continues ta
leave meny alrcraft around

peaple will be gisamded aboist the
cash they have”

Walsh, the rmer CEO  of
Britishh Alrways-oamer 1AG, wiul
spemhing “valuahle cash

the coronavirus crisis port Associion [TATA) Director  the waorld grounded or flying resnirees” would be “too risky®
smaller and more General, Willie Walsh, said in a  near-smpty as demand limps but he belioved there would be
cautinuhdﬂuhtlng pre-recorded  online . interview toward a recavery. commscliclation . thoouph aidines
nllirllnn ﬂ'lllﬂ'l':l:ucrpmd f;:'rJ.Hll-::':.l.*ll .ulaﬂ_:ﬂ_un-j}lll}' .E-_h .I;'":l'l.: B Bwsthes of alreraft have ahuul;u?ﬁ thielr operations and
thirough acg L he sl ':-1. direralt retired am reitioad and eialovsss bkl 6P soamee fai !:|1|._

emplvees bid off or placed on “It's going to take airlines time (o
_ — ; _ or placed on Turlough, bl
The airline oelusry las leen [ordosipele T will be a mome caalions reper their Isilanoe sheris
crippled by the pandemic, which  imdustry, 1 don’t expect to see IATA has forecast  glohal
condinues o leave mamy airrrafl MaA (mengers aml acquestieons) iravel demand (o returm (o 2008
arousl the world groumsles] of activity, principally DHCakl s e -panche mnkc Jevess [n 2024,

ECONOMY

Gold edges back toward highest since

Hawtors | onckor

Gl firmed on Momlay, edesing
back toward last weechs 412
munth peak as the dollar held near
s weakest since We Febroary,
wilh Invesiar fGous Durming (o
ey eoonomic readings from the
175 this weel

Spot gokd was up 0.2 peroen at
SLAES2S per ounce, having Lst

wirqkR reached s highesi siwce
1an. B at S8BT TS moded fotares

Fained 04 percend e 55 ES4 .50,
Fodlowimg last week™ volatiliy,
ol has moves] above ols 200-kay
MHWINE averape, supporicd by
2 weaker doedlar and Boedd viedds
amd gquestenns abot inflation, said
indeeimlend analyst BEobin Blar.
Gl is consldered a hedge againsi
inflation. The dollar was pinoed

ek Chirse-msentl lows, wihdle 175
Treasury yields staved subdued,
Meamwhile Bitcaln  reboainded
shightly, i was =il uwnder
press e follosiog: i recenl crash.
“The recent sbide in crypiocur
rencies alse boosied the appeal
o polel as an altermative mvesi-

el assel,” siid Marsard Yang, a

strategist at DailvFx.,

“Golds  upward  momentum
= very sirone amd 6l is likely o
chiallenge a key peyclwloghcal level
at %1, 1M in the days fo come.”

Blarkets will B Keem 1o hean
H Fed sprakers this weck will
stbck to being patient with poficy,
while awalting data  including
the [15% pross domestsc prodoct,
Jobdess Clalms and durabds pooaks
om Thursday,

Rimiier US bHudlationary risks
have spooked markets, and
minutes [from the Fed's last

meeting sngeestod some polic
makers were ready i talk abos
reclincing sbimmiikis.

“The overmll 1one  remains
posilive a8 e markets look al
prospeccts bor mtadion, ol e
ical nsk and contimeed economic

wiscertalnty i the Gace of the
[slian variant of the COVID virus

January, as dollar holds near lows

Bp=ot gl
wan p O 2%

&t §1L.883 206
DT SRINGH,
Aawing last
weok reached

= highast
since Jar B ad

.888.Th LG
Enld Futures
Foinad 085 1o

#1004 30, oFH

arkl the slow rate of vacoination
across mach of Asia”  SoneX
anmabysl Bhona OConnell saxl in
a mobe, But gold could b bownd
for a oorrection, with prioes
Ao in SeerbouEhil”t  lermitory,
C3C omne] | adkled.

Elstvwhere, peallathmin e
litthe changed at SZTEZA3
mmce, slver gained (A8 percent
bin 32774, Al platimian s 0.5
percend boe 52,002 4

BizBriefs

THE BEBT OF THE REBT

Forelgn currencies

Egypl Banks’
foreign currency
assels rise (o S20hbn

The todal valoe of thel asirts that
Exyvpilan banks held abroad in
Foreien currencies rose b $20
Bl in Febmiary, compared
b S0 balkiom an Aqprid 2020k, ac-
cafding toan flikcial o the
Egyptan Centml Bank (ECH),
The official said the norease
vl was achseved desplie the
imypact of the coromavirus pan-
femic. Haitham Adel, wha is the

Bread of tressary capalal markels
at the Induestrial Development
ink, sawl thee rise refleciex] the
strength of the Egyptian bank
e secior amdd that the amound
was N adiditeon to the S W Eon
hield by the BCH in foreigm
ctirrencies. He sdbided that

ECB poliches since 2006 hacd
sicceeded m supporting the
COnniry s Donking sechar, as the
amoint in forelEn carrencies

b b thie libealization of

Ll et e cale was eoLeiva-
bemid v $14 hillkon,

Mohammed Abu Zaid Cairo

Invastment

hingdom Holding
reluarns lo

profitin Ql

Frigedom Haolcings Co. returmiesd
b el 1N the: first uarter
as expenses nnd nopaimeenis
feC e and diviche e s
increased,

Firss qqusarter net pavdil alte
rakat aned tax was SR millliom
(5245 million) compared with

a Joss of SRA0.1 malllion im the
year earlier perend and a SR 2
millbon lnss in the fimal guarter
of 20000 the Saudl conpElomerate
eaidl im Biling with the Tadawul
stk exchuinpee.
Revenws of SRITES millkon
wis 56 peroend lwver than
e fiest qpuarber of 2020, bt
L% percent higher quarier
o puarter. The year-on-year
refurm T prrcdid sk attribgted
by 2 imecrese in other gains and
n chcresse in Dotel &l olher
e ralang Cosls,
Financing charges and
imarke Loy spae g were alsa
lower, the group said
AN Riyadh

Cheart of
THE DAY

In 020, tha average
Infixticen rutn im South n)
Homa wmounted Eo

mesonrt O 5% compared te S
the provicus yoor.

(i
Bores: Yratinis

BOUTHKGREA: INFLATION RATE

&l

T <1 2T o

Whal Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN Ok ON THE FPLANE

Inside Money

LACHANRY KARABELL

This = o sweepng history

of the lagendary private
IrvEstmant firmn Brawn
Brothars Harriman, explaring

itg cantral rale & the atary
of American waalth
and its risa to global
pOwWer.

In Inside Manay,
acalaimed historan,
corrmentator, &nd
Ffarmer financeal
mxaoutive Zaohary

Digital currencies

Ped stepping up
exploration of
digital dellar

The Federal Keserve is shepping
up its reseanch amd other elTores
b explore the potential develop
menid of a digital version ol the
US dollar st a tlime when more
ronsumers are using dagtal pay-
Ients anc ol r povernimerncs
are pushing forward with their
v deEtal currencees, Fed Gaee
et Laed Brainam] saul

As the hodder of the workds
reserye curmency, the US must
b lighly invalved as digital pay
MeTEs Became more COeTimH
and other countries deselop
digital currencies that can be
o] b semd momey across bor-
ders, she saud

“The Federal Heserve s siep-
ping ug its reseanch and paiblie
rrsEement on g dserlal version
of thee 175 dollar.” Bradnard salel,

The central bank must also

anticipate chsping Con s
trends and ensure thad Amieri-

cafs Bave access Lo Tsale cendral
hank money.” Rewters

Karabsl offers the first full and
Frank ook inside this nstitution
aEaingt the hackdrop af
Armmerican history.

Blasned with complale access
to the companys

archives, Karnbaell
has created an X-ray

Gl ArmsErican powed
= finanaial, political,

culfural — a5 it has
evolwed from the early

18400 to the presant.

Resbructuring

Liberty Steel to
sell Uk assels aller
Greensill folds

Liberty Steel on Monday
laumched a major resiruciuring
to sedl part of s UK asses finl-
lonwrine the collapse of [mancie
Greensill, Liberty, which is
gy e by GFG Allameoe, said il
wWilll ook ta act] 1t ateel plarat
Stockshridge, northern Englamd,
anel pther Bacilities whach togeth-
eremploy abanel 1,500 =1alf,
Greenslls dramatic demise
sparked fears over the lufore of
Cr Fiy's 35,000 s1afl worklwide —
wihich inchudes 50801 ad Liberty
Sreel b IEritain. GFG, owned Ts
Ireddam- British billiomadre San-
jeey Guplta, had been Goeensill's
D sl Cusbomer 34 Cher flmee al
the fimamce mant s mbnrions
rodlapsse in Mach. The -
ouncement follovwes] weekend
meciings in Dunal hezEweren I ETRE
ta and Credit Suisse. The paar
reached & so-called stancdsgiil
arreemen! over Liberty Primary
Blefals Avsirabia, aooomding tn
Momclay s statement, AFP

ﬁ Follcw Arabh Noes Briefe sl through the day GlirmbMerss
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We continue b develop our
extersive business capabilitles  pe
in partnership with Mastercand #
ard kool Torward to meeting the o
newils of uposning startups.

Ancraw Sims
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ENTERTAINMENT

AMC brings 9-screen

luxury cinema to Jeddah

AMC Cinemas, in et another
mave o develap the msviepodng
experience in Smwli Arabia, has
opened its niath location in the
Kingcdom at Jeddak's Stars Avenoe
shoppang mall. 11 is a first for AMC

Cinemas i the RKingloms west
crasl Cily and will offer muwiepo-

ers the same huxurions standards
they have oome to expect amd en-

Jow From AMC Cloeimnas elsewhene,
The AMCO Stars Avermse B crrsema

affers TS seals across nie audi-
tnrinms, including eight lasary
screens egiidpped with K Barco
Laser propectors, summoand sounid,
and luxe reclmer amd plush rocker
segting throaghout, 1ogether witl
aree immersive IMAYX with Laser
caperience providing hetghtened
redlism aml an ofptimald mosde-go-
INE TXpericnce,

Cireeting puests on armival (o the
clnenEl B AMC Cloema Souxy, 4
remmagined and fulhy customizahle
o] abnl Beserape coticepl alfer-
ing classic cinema fre, restaeran-
gisdity bl foods, one-al-a-Kind
dizsrrta, and ereative handorafied
beverages [rom the AMC MacGul-
s Mocktaill and Colfes har, as
well a8 movie merchamslise and

much more, An addibenal featore
ol thie Stars Avemie cinema will be

A condferemoe oo copmeched 1o
pneE o 1he maan mdtarrums, which
vl bee availalede Tor private bire for
metings ar partses later m the vear,

The leddah opeming is parl of
AMC Cinemes’ expansion plan 1o
pekch the bargest poseible nombes
of mawnie lovers arross Saadi Am-
Bria. a1 poal in L wiith povermment
plans o diversify entertainment
conlend as well as prowiuding new
cApETienors o suli the tastes of dif-
Errent mubirnres.

Andrew Swch, chiel executive

!
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FASTFACT

Tha AMC Stors Avenus B cirama
offers TS5 =exts across nine
ausditoriums, ingluding eight
haxniry seroens acquipped with

4% Barco Laser projector and
mumoand sound.

of AMO Cinemas, said: “The AMC
Slars Avenue Y cmema in Jedkdah
clity & par of owr cngeing strategy
o provede innovative aml creative
clnenatle experiences for movie-
lovers tlaroipEbeal Saucli Arabis.
We pride ourscives on offering
indistry-leading,  state-aol-the-art-
technsdogy in hoswrions sueroned-
ings for an excepdional movie-go-
InE expericnes. We want a visit to

AMC Cinemas 10 be nothing short
ol memorable,

“By offering the latest interna-
tiomal advances in cinema enjoy-
mend, we canitliae 1o support the
Kingdoma's Vision 2041, which fo-
cuses an improving the entertain-
mnend sector. This is a vilally impor-
tant part of the Kingdom's Quality
of Lile program and motivates us
Lis Condinue owr fFerts to babhd and

provide innovative cinema.”
The opening of AMC Sars Av-

enue B cinems in Jeddah clty, in
acldition to the opening of the firse
cimema in Dawadmi (a town i Ki-
valh reetonl in Apwil briees the
fotal mumber of AMC Cinemas in
aamli Ambia o nine locabions,
with five In Ridyadb amd one cach
im Halar Al-Batin amed Al-Majimaah
EOVETIIONEes

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

Mastercard welcomes
NEC Payments as partner
of Fintech Express

Masterrard has annonmaocesl  Hheat
e Rahrabin-basedd NEC Pavimenls
i5 mow a glohal partner of Master-
carel Fintech Express. which con-
pects tech=-savyy starmuaps with tra-
ditional plavers such as banks The
program supports digital payment
innovators by makimg it simple to
cillaborate with the tech company
and Il partoers 1o lhanch new
prodiucts, sld payvenent sobutions
and imnovate through coflabora-
H[RTT

The partnership will enable
pdhier Antech players to starl their
Mastercard-issuing  business  af
wpeed, unlocking more opporti-
pithes for the entire S E L AL
MELD Payments s the first Fintech
Exgwess partner globally, hringing
e ssle bo the possibiibes awd
podential for startups.

“In a constantly changing mar-
kit ervironment, Mastercand §=
continuausly adapting by creat-
iE aew programs and pariiser-
ships o enable diversiication,
drive digilal tansformation and
accelerate mew players. We are
delighted to welcome NEC Pay-
meils as okl #hobal pariner as we
Lo b supyeor ] fintes-h inno-
vation, amdd creation of meore
comnechinms, betier user ex-
T leices, wider Inchashon,
increased oompetitiveness
and excitinge new pEossibili-
ties.” said LK, Khalll, coun-

J.K. Khall, ceuntry
mannger Saud

Arxhia, Bahrain arsd
Lo, Musturcard.

try manager, Sandi Arabia, Bah-
rabm aml Levanl, Mastercared.

Fintech Express was Laumched
lasi vear and is splil info thres

core  modules, Aceess  enables
replated entitees o obladn a
Masiercardd |hetise amd acoess
its network throwgh a stream-
linel onboarding process. Baild
helps fintechs as processors o

become an Express Partner b
batlding unigpue tech alliances
and enefiting from advaniagzes
that Mastercard provedes, Con-
nel makes il easy for starbups
who want to add payment sola-
tbons to their saile of prodocts,

to commect with gualified Express
Fartmers avaslable an the Mastier-
card Engage web portal, and go
live wilh Mastercand in 3 matter

ol days.
HEC Paymenis is a digital bank-

g [['I':I'It'll.'l]-lﬁ;'_'.: and  pasyment
services prowider boepsed  and
repiilaed I the Cendral Bank of
Bahruin.

Andreny Simx;, CEO, NEC FPay-
ments, sk “We  confinue o
develop our extrnsive husiness
capabilibies in partnership with
Mastercared and look for-
ward to mecting  the
meeds  of upcoming
sartups & they scabe
asdl expand, adding
valiee as an enabler 1o
thi= fmeech eoosystem and as
e Ot verlically imde-
grated true hank-
Ing-as-a-servioe
piowicker & ik
MEMNA region”

ICON OF COEXISTENCE

Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque joins travel expo

The Sheskh Zayed Girand Mosgue
Cetiler (5L LMO) mrtcipated in the
Arabian Traved Markiet 2621 exhibi-
i, whsch wax leeld in Dhalzas dur-
ing May 163 The parthcipation is
part of the center's stralegy o play a
meleEous, culiural and civilizational
Tl b society,

The exhibition was an opportu-
mily fr the center 1o odoerm sis-

bors off the rode {t plays in hoosring
the famikimg father of the UAE, the
late Sheikh Zaved bin Sultan Al-Na-
hyan. The exhibition also enabled
e cender be shed lisht on Islamic

heritage and nobde values, amd the
mupauie's richoess in arts amd aes-
thetles of Bbamie anchitecine,

The SHGMOC exhibiteon  stand
wits located within the Depart-
meenl of Culiure amd Tourism Al
[dhaihi pavilion.

The center parbicipales amm-
ally i the event bo promsote (s role
andd communicate with Jdifferend
cullwres. The exhibition emaldes
SEGMC to Introduce the mosque
as a global cultural lourist desli-
natbon. Furthermone, it IIII'I'.I'.'lIIJl:'-El d
platform for SAGMLE to highlight
ite messages of corxistence amd
el eramoe, awhich derve Inom val-
nes of the founding father — the
late Sheikh Zaved.

DHartng the exhibiton, tee gramd
mescjoe stand welcomed many vas-
tors o differenl culinmes. They
learmed how the grand mosgque is
aie of the most importan examjphes
of 1elanaic architectare and a promi-
nent cultaral destmation of a el

| g characier. Tharmg the evend,
Ve cenber preseniod twe aestbebies

Cruring the exhibdtion, the cendar presanted the asstreties of Bhelah Layed Grana
Memigue in an Innowriive way and showcased a three-dimensonal dhsplay of the mesgue.

HIGHLIGHT

The grand mosque stand
waloomed many visitors from

diffarent cultures, wha learned
b the mosgue 8 one af the

maost important examples of
islamic architectuire.

of Sheikh Zaved Grand Mosgue in
an  imnmative way, represenbed
throagh an interactve screen that
Al them o take a virtual foar.
The cefiter also showed a three-
dimensienal display of the gramd
mosgiee and showcased a niumber
of its distinguished publications
Mohamed Alhmed Al-Sarmah,
head af tlse COrporale GOk
riations section at thie Sheikh £a-

yerl Grand Mosque Cenber, said:
“The center's participation in this
exhibition highlights the mosgue
as one ol the mbosl prominenl mne-

Hgts, coltural and tourist bamad-
marks i Abu Dshabi We are abvmys
kcen o attend major internatiomnael
Forums and cxhildtons specialized
in travel and founsm, and this ex-
Nilteon is one all tee meosd impor-
tant international platforms in the
Middle East region ™

He slded “The prand mwosgue
represents a muigne mode] of [s-
Eimel arsl Oooislempsrary anchilor-
fure — it is considered a ghobad foon
ol wrban beawty. It also reflects the

mclusivencss of Emirat  culiwre
atud the moderation and respect for
others that the bde Sheikh Zayed
b Sulian Al-Nalivan expressed”

Corporate

Briefs

Annual Confereonoe

W7Worldwide named
communications

partner for MENAISC

Sawdi marketing communications
ComsiElbaey sency W Worldwide
hues, Fow the fifth year in a row,

ety naagretd as the comumumic-

Homs pariner for the Middle Easi
amd Morth Afnca Information

Security Caonlerence 2062 (ME-

BALSC 202 which will be Beld as

a hybwrid event from May 25-206
Considered to be the bigeest

cvbersecurity conferemoe in the
reginm, the event will be hosted by

cvbhersecurity sdvisory commpany
VirtuPart in Riyach,

REENAISC 20021 Biane=s topethier
the best and the brighiest in the
information secunty Geld, creating
epportanities for conderemoe at-
Leffuclees R0 besarty abwl cvhersecar-
tv's manst important issees theough
[ -hand mveracioiss Wilh peers,
laminarkes, aod top compankes
whon are sponsoring the event,

“We are delighted to biave been
s A% a commuonications
perter once aEain o MENALSC

H¥H as this enabdes s fo condinue
bo elevate the simong commianica-

tioms platform we have bollt over
the pas Bvie years for ViFtuPors
aned the conference,” said Ahchallah
Laval, co-Ffounder and director of
Wi Worl dwide.,

Racreation

Shangri-La Group
launches new brand

for families

Homgr KonEe-Tased Bospitaliey
company Shangn-La Group has
afarviduncesd the bBnchsch of it
famally experience brand “Fam.
ily® that aims 1o create best-loved
experienees for mali-pemwra-
tiomal families as well as provide
siipport for custonmers o thedr
parenting jouwrmeys, This new
iffernng reflects Shanpri-La's
Asian hentage amd stromg Gamaly
Culture.

The Famuily brand hewases a van-
iy of mew and exisling programs
specially designed to enabile Eamiky
suests to explore, bond and prow
[opether

“Family has always been at the
At o Uhe Sleangzri-La brsid
culiture ardd tresting oar guests
like Bamily remakns & hallmark of
the Shangri-La identity,” said Hui
Brioh, chalrman of Shangri-La
Giroup.

Literature

New competition
to drive visibility of
Arab authors

Embrates Litersture Foundation's
Fateh Makiouh, together with
CrosEhe, i5 Lanse lilnge & competl-
tiom 1o exponentially increase
thee mimber of Aral author pages
o Wiliipedia. The momwth-dong
oompetition will start on June |
arsdd calls on the pulslic (o create
ariw]les aboul Arahic anthors in
Aralse, &hwesd of Uhe compettion

lasmch, the foundaison is effering
a free webinar on May 30, giving
atlemders the Wikipedia skills
Uiy meed o creatie anthor pages,
w0 oven thoss who have o previ-
dHs eRperieioe can take parl.

Thi almy is fo ereate the largest
mumber af articles aboat Arab
authors, following the Wikipedia
pudlelines. The st prize winmer
will b awrarded 3500, Riamisers-
wp will recetve $400 for seconed
place and S50 Tor thind place.
There is a second rouemed of the
CoHmpsetchon test starts Aug. 1, of-
fering another chance io compete
[ior the prites.
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Al-Hilal celebration as Batetimbi
Gomis validates legendary status
at I7-time Saudi champions

In a difficult s

wigdin Bluerdeesn L orvdon

It has e a tough

season for everyone,
Well, almost everyone.
afelimbi  Comis contiowed 1o
prosper, 1T was [ing s the
Frenchma soored the poal  that
clinched ke le Noo 17 (o
Al-Hilal on Sunday,

It the peooliimeate round of
pnatches I the 2020-21 Sadl
Pru Lemapue, Al-Hikal knew  that
i WwWin over Al-Taswolin  wodlkd
Ui ey Ll champicei=ilp
amd the Fremchman sineck after
jast five mineles o setlde amy
nervies, His 230d goal of the season
went unanswered by the opposi-

then, whibch meant thst abboush
Alshahah  defeaied Al-Faisaly

a1, e challenpers . remam [our
pints behind with just one game
bedt E plade

Gotnis was already & kegemd at the
club with more than 100 pralk sinee
amiving m August A&, and while
Elwere will b chicbate as o whetls
the former Fremch imternationgl, 36

i Aoprnsd, will sl be im IEiysuth nexit
srasoq, cepecially after the reoomt
sipmimg of Mali sinker Mooss

Marvsga mim FC Porte fihoaigh
Gomis skl after Sunclay's gamse Ul
hie wamis to extend his stayl, naow is
the tome for celelration

AlFHilnl  did wot  have  the
smpolhes of cimpaiens fnrd held
Thraes woliem 4L Ensirered.

“The plavers deserve praise amd
ks sabd Poriupuese ooach Jose
Marats alter the game, "T||-l-"_|-' navr
the talemt aod the know bow to

nEange samses a1 just arrdved bo
I Wil soene onEan ks o,

Thes was only the thind game
in chaipe e Maocis who arivesd
carler this month to repace Rogerio
Micale, The Bmzilan boss bhad

ol BoeE beiseqn b Chee hiof =3t &lto)
Febnmarys depariure of Hazvam
Laicesatl, el hee b 1o muke wea
Iowk, T have three onaches o one
segsogl anel 1o win the e aml e
through the group stage of the AFC
Clenmyons Lesgise b8 a Tiee achiese-
meenit and tesiamernt o the teams
pralessicnal=m.

I wanted to accept the challenge

Al-Hilal did net haye the smosthast of campalgrs in the Ssudl Pro Laagun but

held firm whes & mattered to olimch thelr Tty Htdae. 10 Tter

They have the talend

and the know how to
g games and I jusi
arrvived o help with some

organization.
Jone Marnls

e as 1 keew some of the players
ancd Dow ol fhey oare”  pilcled
MioraiE, whio wom the Songh Koream
leagmoe Hde in 208 amd 0EG with
Jeombuk Motors, *We knew tha

.||_ﬂ|l'.|.1l EN

A-Tarvwoui wolld e & realhy difll-
cult game becanse of the schechele
we e had amd havinge 1o play a
Sromg oppornent &l hones Dol we
ram throagh ik’

AR Coombian mEibhelder
nsstavo Ceoellar summed ap the
Feelings of e plavers &8 sy
celebhratedd, *We heave achieved &
well-leserved title” Cuoellar saixl
*We wenl thmoosh a dificull bme

this seasofn bl we Kbew bosw o
coime ot of 1t and we are delighied
by chiefemd the e, We worked hard
anel 1 thank ibe coaches that we have

ason the French striker once again led Rivadh giants to the SPL title

had for bow they belped 25"
Ax i5 the case around the workd,

the celebrating  clhamplons  dsd
nod give mech thomght o the

challenrers. Al-Shabals  poos b
Al-Hilal all thee wory amid Sunclay’s 5-1
win over Faisiby was their secomd
siccesslve vichory by thst emphatic
soarelme. Unfortumately, m the six
Eartses peher By Chal, the Rivasln clud
picked up just four points, a mini
slump thal erdex] up cosling them
the tifle. Theeme 1 lie 1o do bal vonw
i lesn from the experience amxd
o hack stmomeer,

“We Fought re=let unedl e end of
the season and [ am happy with the
playvers, they are an excellent proug
and have proven themselves this
sramom,” sxid Carlos Inarejos, who
albCTredled Portissese Coach Pedre
Camxinha in fanuary. H remains to he

sesetd B e Spximiared, st 56, Is 3 the
hod seal exl season, bal if w0, then

he will besd Al-Shatab o Asis

"We am in secomdl amnd have
cordirmes] oar place in the AFC
Champions League  amed  thad
i 4 slaFe i ahbkch our plavers
cleserve fo play”

CRICKET

Afghanistan
gears up for
white-ball
series with
Paliistan

inUAL

Sayed Satafiuddin bl

Afrhanisianys cricked leam will be
fecing Pakisian for & white-ball
weries m Seplember, abead of the
T3 World Cup In 2033, alfclbls
] Arab News on Monday,

The threc-match series, which
inchicks three One-Day  Inler
natidals  ¢0ODD aned am  edqual
murmber of Twenty 3 matches, will

e Joided 1 the TIAE.
"It very importani for both

coalnbries e cause Qe winner ol this
weries will have a better ranking for

e Wiarld Cup”™ Fard Hotsh, media
officer for ihe Afghamistan Crickes
Beward (AL bodel Arak Nenws,

He added that the series
wikllel be [mllowesl by mabches

At Australla,  [edla emd
ibne Warst Tnlies.

Meanmwhile, ACH Direcior Races
Mchirmaedtai siicl: “H s pact of tae G118
beague matehes o gualify for Warld
Cup H¥2S . we (have) played thoee
meiches alieady with Iselamsl ancd
widn all thyee”

Hoth Ilotak and
rejected  media  reports

A lumaacheai
which

SERGID SWAN SONG

Claimed tsat the crichet matches
were a pesult of 3 meetng bebween
Alhan crxcketer Mohammmad Nakbi
and Pakastand Prime Minlster Imran
Bhin earser this vear when Khan
vowed to ensare a oricket series
betweeen 1he tvae gl

several Afphans, residing
am  elfueeres o Pakistin  For
the pasi few decades, have
learmit o play the spori in the
neiEb e couniry.

Thew have enjoyved ghobal sisooess
in mecemd years by defealing
e experienced amd remosened

cricketinge natisns

Afphan orickelers have become
a souree of pride Tor the war-lom
pation, both at bhomse and albroacl,
with Rashkl Khan MNald and
CGindbadin Naibh amomg the mosi-
recoenized] phavers ntermatioaally

& meoemt ex=caladomn o vealence

arrmss Alrhanisian —  jpari
of decades of conflict in the
war-ravared nmatson — has also

lmgsicted the ocoamiry™s st
setor. Severnl sporting  events,
Inchiding a cricket medch, have
coe unier attack

Aguero signs oftf with Premier League double and a
reminder of what Manchester City will be missing

Alams Khan o hanles

T juest five magical mnbivutes, SerEho
Azarro displaved the cunming and
ctass that has keft many bafbed &= 1o
why Manchester Cily have devided
b dbispense with his services
and why Famelona are poised 1o
Eane] any abedufe Besrpadn.

A tearful Pep Guardiola s the
elriker was irmeplacealde as he paid
tribute following his two goals in
the 5-0 win over Everion.

“Hee s this @it ot bls mum
and dsl mave him, or God, and
he will always have H® said
the Cily manaper,

Based ob  Agueros  devas
taling display against the Toffecs
o Sumdar, I was skl laard 1o
Githam lwwwy he will b= alloweed
o leave [or oolhiee when  bis

coniract ends next month
Flayvers of his caliber, with his

natural E'H-i.lj:'-l.'l.l.l'l'l'lﬂ. ISR LTHCR,
are priceless

While imjures have dismpied
this campaien, e Arpeemline (e
33 next manth — the sams age as
Linmel Kbessi, a vear shy of Luois
suarez and thies vears Yoanger
than Crestiano Konakdo — amd, like
theimn, i M [eoin a spenl [oice

Harceloma is sef o sipn im on
d two-vear deal 10 leam ap with
compatrict and close fricmd Messi
ax Guoardioda saud: “*Maybe | reveal
A o#crel, maviw e B close 1o
agrecing a deal for the cub of my

hearl, Barceloma, and poinge 1o gilay
abongssde the best player of all tme,
L] Messi” sail Gruarcinla,

“And 1 am peity sure e 15 poing
in ergowy it and make v clih

Harvelona straneer and siromerer”

For Ciy o sirengthen one of

thesr Eumopean nivals could well

e an eror of Judlpment wnsess
the clab moves & expecied for a

replavemenl of sismalar skature. suich
as Tattenham's Harry Bane or Erling
Haalamd at Bermassia Do,

Crisirclials deseribes] AFaero as
“thee keEpemd” while  tEame-mate

FAST
FACT

Daparture
of Argentine
legend, cluly
greatest
striker and
A who
soored
Manchoster
City's most
famous= ganl,
leaweas Pep
Guardiola in
toara,

Muanehestor Cily's
Berglo Aguend
arnred his aldo's
tha English
PFrumior Loogas

mateh agalnst
Y Everton. A

Johan Stomes adldest]: *1's an abscduie
homuar to play with Sergso. Yoo don
readize what kind of player and wheai
e Brimes toohe tesan and the Sleh
when be's playing.

ot
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Fabulous at 50

Michkelson eyes
elusive US Open
aflter PGA win

A hess wonder Phil
Mickelson is takmg aim at an
elosive 175 Oy ke B comni-
phete a career Girand Slam after
by el s olclest major
WilmsET Oy capinnng the POA
Championshap

Thee k-yoar-ide] US befl- lsand-
e awipd 2 iconic victiey for
the ages — il the agedl — o
sumclay, primbne out a b
sirode triompds ot windy Flawah
Ecland for his sith magar stle

“Trvee b L] T stine 1 irme
merw ot sieccess thad
[ ool Py al my bl anxd
CEHIeLE LN Tk l.'|I.I|1IEIII.'I'II
ships shll” Mickelson saud “Bud
rll chess woedds, 1 Redvdn't s
IC Ao mnysedl ofF arnond efe "
Framsborming mind and body
wilh work and disciplimes, Mick-
e |mon Biss neew insparathon to
challenge the US Open, the o
I Be fias e Won il dE
el where e s a mecod

s e -uip foishes, flwe ool
recent in 2005 AFP

HEA

Rooker shines as
Sunssink Lakers,
Grirzlies score

el Boabar made e sy
ol hiis plavedT debut, soor

b 548 paines as Uy Fhoenix
sumns heat the relgning NBA
champion Los Angreles Lakers

in thelr Western Conference
Srres DpENeT On Sunday

Hoosker spseariseaded the ©9-
B0 win for the secoisd]-seeded
suns over the Lakers, rallving
his team after an ingury re-

piricted Phoenix veteran Chrls
Faul's infloence.

Houker was la-kes] by Daesir-
dre Ayton, who contributed 21
poarals amwd 16 rebaiamds.

In other gamyes on Sunday,
Dillom Brooks anxd Ja Maomnt
CorEmed Tor 557 padnts as the
ciehlh-seled Memphis Grie-
gl stunned the fop-seeded
Utah Jazx 112-00% in their series
openeT (n Salt Lake Clry, AFP

No ll:lli'.il'lillllg b a

1O now in
*delivery mode’
for Tokyo Games

Obvmpic organizers are
Fudly focused on delivering the
Tokyo Games and there is no
bl ofebsate o el e
Eheey weill happen, Team GHB
Ched de Missson Mk Enplanad
sadid on Monday

Enplam sl om an [{O0C
MNatlomal Olympée Commilttes
wawrking group that met virtu-
ally oo Wedneslay, Thrsclay
and Friday last weeh

“The mod 100 peereent s
we are o In defivery mode
For the Gamess,” Toe fodd mepsor-
rrs al the apmmancement of
Heritain's male artiste Fymnas-
s sijiiid]. Beuters

Follow Asab Mews Briofs ull
theough the day Sarnb e



i

‘Complimanting somesna on ki
welghit ks can be as harmPul os
compAmsenting samoons or thalr wolghs
Euin,' acparstar Daml Lovstn toid fars on
Instagram this wook wiila urging thom to

stop commanting an ather poopla’s bodlas

1 heSix

Beach essentials

Froin sunbbsch b sunp basses,

weve gathered six chic heach
aroessaries froon reriond

haraiwiks fo prachk ooy vouer e
wesisdibe crCapee,

e

Forit Tanger
sunglasses

A pair of summer-ready
abrodes are the most fashionabile
sy to bdock UV ravs and prevent
rye wiinkles.

Soulkra beach towel

Lownging on & samely
shre hecomes all the more
Pelaking when youl're Vi on
Logr o Lthis plush macde-in-Tumisia
hicach tovee],

Joelle "aris sun
protect hair elixir

Your Eane regulres st as niueh
atbention as your sken wheen i
cadmies Lo e lemeling yours=ll fratn
Ehe sun's harmful rays,

Donia Allegue
lurban

Thiis turban provides wormen
who wish Lo cover their hair
wWath vrsstility and creatlviey
amil it will ook preat in those
Iacfisdche pholos

Herbal Essentials
SUISCTee T

The UAE-Baim beands
sursecreeT lodion has SPF 30 nmxd
comExings ot odl, rosemary odl

amdl aloe verm, which not only

TR RRU A 2SR =BT Bl penobec= IR
froamn the efferts of azinge,

Sarahs Bag Caba

O coiarsae, Yo feest] 4
stylich beach bag fo store
viodr bach towel switnsuil and
sun block This bag from Lebanese
label Sarak’s Pag is walermrond,
aifering exirs probection Fol
your belongings.

Arnls Mews ol

American singer Gakbiby
Barreit made her global

Eillhoard Music Awards
debint on Sunday and for

the occasion donned a look
by a deslgner from the
Mkl East,

The TIRINE COONCEY SLAT, wh was
nominated for a whapping mine
dwards, tureeed hesacks b oa e
erdel oo froam Lehamese coaig-
rier Mioolas Jebirat.

The “Amverican 1dkd™ alim, who
{oodk home three awards, waore an
asyenmeirie, draped gown with
a fer-sweeping (e thal whs
s o i required her hushand
Cade Foehner (o el 5l imdo gres Tl
]I-l.ll'l"llll:-.l_.];l'.l.'—' Aalh .-|-!'-:_-|_'|'|1|1| b
dwards.

s e ted the ook with Stuan
Weitzmam heeds, a Tvler Ellis
clielch sl weebry Foodn Jesnmdiles
Fishier ard Dena Kemge

“It was the first dress she Eried
o and we knew it was the one,”
Harredt's shylisl Tiffany Gulffogdd
inld UsA Today of the goemn, ina
slory The pewspapst ran with Lhe
headline: “Gaabdvy Barrett sconed at

FASTFACT

The rising country star, wha
was nominated for a whopping

nine awards, turmed aads in a
karme gold gown from Lebuness

cautidrier Nicolas Jelbran,

Billhagrd Avmrels weithy thpes wins,

bt that Eodd ddress slole the show”™
“We reatly wa ned 10 WeinE i

and, as Grabby i i, ‘Go big or go

home” Witk the koak,” she addked
"W wandex] 1o make a statemenl

ancl elo seamethings 1o commemo-
rate such a huge sccomplishmeni
i her capeer”

“1 [ONT ENOW WHAT TO SAY.
Linbse Seihle. 3 sward st 7 ey
Thank vou, thank vou, thank you
"1 Bleemene]. Detyoniel measire. A
ek Ul mever forget! (slc)”
wrale the “Goldmine” sineer on
[nstagrant, abomeside 3 pletane of
herselt hodiing up her acedades,

Firredr, 2E, wiasn'n (e cndy 3Lar to
champion an Arab desgmer during
the atmmnad awards show, which
fonk place at Lox Angeles’ Micro-
Aodl T Peater seven marsths afte)
ihe last pandeméc-delayved event.

& TS wlar Kehilang afso opled] 1o
weesr a ok froma a desaenier from
aur meck of the wonds,

The LIS singger arrived at the
ceremomy clomnimg a Tony Wamd
eqsetnble For e annual shony,
whiere she was namimateo for Best
L& B adlmism for =10 Wiss Crood Uil
It Wasn't

REVIEW
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Finally

CLOSE UP

(Gabby Barrett steals award
show in Arab design

ity
efit

Hrl'E FLEFE |

billboard

MUSIC AWARDS

Tha alnger Turnad hoais in s gedd goavn by Labanses coubssss Biooles Sebsnn ot Senday s BilEcard Musks dswarde - 00 0 e

Thee thipear - JisoH Beabured
reel silk taffeta and sheer mezh

with beadine aixl was phucked
frowm thee Lethaniese designies's Fall

20 Conptare ooallectoon. [ Bossted
a sequined buasther top, a balemo

jacket with voduminous sleeves
aruf o mermaid skirt,

The 26-year-dde] llimaker aoees-
st the dazzling number with
i Bulpari necklace.

Orthier standout looks inclucded

Albria Keys, who sl o &

bright pink Valentimo sizit and
overatze] capse and Privanhka

¢ heoprra Jomas who stunned in a
nuche, sevpines]. high-s<ht pown by
Il B Gabbsani,

Blia NIGHT

Drale,

Pink win

big at
Billboard
Music Awards

Arals e AP ew Fork

[ whas o Family affxr at the 22
Bl oeard Music Awarcls: LIS
sriperstar Pink twirled in the air
in a powerful perfiormance
will bher daughter and Dok
was naneed aptist of the diecace
accepting Lhe honor alonpside his
Lhree-year-old sor

Thee rapper, who extended bis
record as the most decoraled
vwanmer in thie history of the awanis
sbiony 1o 20 wins Suncay, was
lsonoecd with the Artlst of the
Eaeracle Awand.

Aler receiving the loon
Avwardl, Pink amd Ber mire-yvear-
M danghier showed off theis
oweriul pymnastic skills as they
SR b e alr 1y a_jins l'||'l=il|.'l|l'll."
performance. The Weekmit was
e D 10 aevept thee i wiins
of the might — 10 Ot o his B
ismisitions, the Canslian saneei
v honors sach & top artist, (o
male artisl. top ot 1040 sonE for
“Blinding Lighes” and (op R&EH
albam For “Afler Houwr="

FH ‘drives lo
mighly $6.2m
debul in

Middle East

Arah News Reuters Dudal

Ulimversal's testost erone-Tuelesd
Irnmechdse “Fast il Furioqs 8°
karkedd off this weskend makinge n

massive S0 dnillbon b the Mk le
East alone

The lildm, which was released
o1 May 20 10 Sauci Arabsa, made
i fotal of $IEE4 mallkom in seven
iEher markets, inclodinge the
it Sabes, China, Bores dnd
Himg hing

T e ticke! sales easly mark the
et slart for a Ha |||:.'l.|. et bk
busteTr since COVT- K kit

“REOYRCEGeETS Al eEECT Lo OO
hack 10 itheaters when the rirhi
mmovie 15 oul there,” Universals
presklent of miermational distribo-
thom Veromika Kwan Vandenberg
setix].

WiLh thils wechencd's doket ailes,
the franchise has poshed past S56
Ll By gzlesbacalily.

‘Halston’ charts the ups and downs of a Jorgotiten fashion icon

Waitarman Bhaskaram Cheina

A ive=cplsode Netflix series,
“Halston®™ muches on the many
faceds of the largely forgotten
American desizniers work anid
1fe, I is a vaee -Tieled roa)s,
Tow s on e ups and dimgms
af ihe dessener wihie shiot 1o Tame
i 1the late 1360 ane] Exdex] mio
oEE ity e B0 Bad EHasinsees
decisons and a homifyng
apepirscl 1o hiis Oraamsees.

Mavee by Ewan Moliregor
weheee steals Ehe show, very liktde of
Halsion's childhood 15 cxplored
and in this sense it 15 a hittle disap-
o, W Tl wol Bneow Erodm Eee
epeisiactes fere s 18l he hsd o

mercurial temper and an ego bo be
reckEuned with — o of 2 focis
o1 Halston's carly years in Indiana
wolthl have been dluminating: in
ierstanding thsese CIarme e
traits baif we only see snippets af a
s iemctionasd hoose Hle.

Lrraes and aleohol as well as
lis muses, including Liza Minclli
rvonderfully plaved by Krysta
Hodrggvez!h and Elsa Perettl (a
brilliant Rebeora Layan) kepi
i aload during (e peak ol his
Faamee, aned this s essayedd in painful
teelail, mclimdinge his own failuene al
tireding lowve,

LHielmesl by Daniel Mimahan,

L s b e s wibth Jacopudinge
Eennedy wearing & Halston pilllbox

i ciip from Haletom." Souidon

hat an the day of her hushanid's
presidheiizal insuEuration. Halstom
rase quiclcly to fame, but sufered
fimancial losses and wis forcexd
[0 Ferverl Bbmself a5 a powm
gur when the tasie-making fArsi
baly endbed ber love ACsir wilh
headpieces and American woamen
fodlomeed sudi

bised on Stephen Gaines”™
blography, “Hasbon™ eXplores the
life ol Ammerica’s apswer 1o French
facite eowtuee. It is a visually
astunning bt cautionary tale abouwi
ther destnsciive power ol addiction,
e heding his bizarme and inered
ihéy expensive phsesson wiih

archis
The semies = a slandard biopic

which like many others of its
i wades throueh dediztit and
dienster, And disasier comes when
lhe star is talked mio becomine a
Iabe] [or the Fromesdrm deparinme i
sbogre JIC. Peny, 18 was a lucmative
s Bl o Chead origeerexd] Juis
descent intn nndhingmness
Iridmatefy, it & a story absogt
the frichion between arl versus
CORTITRCTTCE, AR W s T OS5
er's name sullied by the manmy
Draisd dizals he sipass ol i Tluis
foicys oy thie business of Hakstons
pmpire coimes i L cost ol
geiting to grips with his character
anel motvations, howeser, and id

I8 oA Lhdne tlest cowhd sve baen
explored much meore



