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As Saudi Arabia embarks on a new sporting era,
a stellar line-up chases a record $29.2 million
in prize money — and a place in history

Ali Khaled Riyadh

hen the
gates
of King
Abdul Aziz
Racetrack
open
at noon on Saturday, Feb. 29,
2020, it will usher in a new era
for sports and entertainment in
Saudi Arabia.

The Saudi Cup, the world’s
most valuable horse race is
finally here — and not for the
first time in recent years the eyes
of the sporting world will turn to
the Kingdom.

The numbers tell their own
story: Eight races, a total purse
of $29.2 million.

Prize money for the main
event and final race of the day,
the Saudi Cup, will be a record-
breaking $20 million, with the
winner taking home $10 million
and the rest of the field sharing
$6.5 million.

The line-up features a
formidable American presence,
including the highly rated
Maximum Security and the
Bob Baffert-trained duo of
McKinzie and Mucho Gusto,
but there will be significant
regional interest as well.

Prince Khalid bin Abdullah,
owner of the Juddmonte Farms
breeding operation, will watch
his own horse, Tacitus, take on
the strong field in the Saudi Cup.

“This is like the icing on the
cake to be able to be here and

THREE CUP
FAVORITES

BENBATL

Godolphin’s Benbatl,
son of Dubawi and trained
by Saeed bin Suroor, will be
among the favorites after
winning 10 of'its 20 races.

Entrance will have plenty of time
to acquaint themselves with the
different facilities and services
of the track, which include the
Saudi Cup Pavilion, the Red Sea
Pavilion, the Main and Saudi Cup
Grandstands, the food court and
picnic area, a tech zone and a
children’s play area.

The first race of the day, the
2,100m Mohamed Yousuf Naghi
Motors Cup, will be run on turf
at 4 p.m. local time. It will be
followed by the stc 1351 Cup
(1,351m), also on turf, at 4.35 p.m.

Meanwhile, Freddy Head, who
has ridden and trained major
winners all over the world, is
hoping to add the inaugural
running of the $2.5 million
Longines Turf Handicap
(5.10 p.m.) to his list of triumphs
when he rides six-year-old
Call The Wind.

“He is a very consistent horse,”
said the trainer. “Last year was a
bit frustrating, though. He was
unlucky a couple of times and
had to carry a lot of weight.

In France, when you win a
Group 1 race, you have to
carry a lot of weight”

Head said: “I thinkitis a
worldwide thing to have these
big races. It changes the way we
train and plan the racing career
of a horse. I remember coming
here many years ago to ride. It’s
nice to come back with a horse
and run in a big race. Hopefully,
he runs well here and then he
will go back to Dubai.”

At 5.45 p.m. the Obaiya Arabian

\ /

El THESAUDICUP 2020

Time - KSA/GMT
8:40 pm/5:40 pm
Prize: $20 million
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Age:4

Owners: Gary and Mary

West, Mrs John Magnier,
Michael Tabor & Derrick

Smith

Breeder: Gary and Mary

West

Jockey: Luis Saez
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TRAINER

Jason Servis E_%BAL
Age: 63
Country: US

TRAINERS
RANKINGS
23FEB. 2020
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GUSTO

IDNIGH PE—.
BISOU TACITUS
142 <
119+
Age:5 Age: 4

Owners: HH Prince
Khalid bin Abdullah

Owners: Bloom Racing,
Allen Racing & Madaket

Stables Breeder: Juddmonte
Breeder: Woodford Jockey: Jose Lezcano
Thoroughbreds

Jockey: Mike E. Smith
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TRAINER TRAINER
Steve M. Asmussen William 1. Mott
Age: 54 Age: 66
Country: US Country: US

Lz e |

Age: 5

Owners: K. Watson, M.
Pegram & P. Weitman
Breeder: Summer Wind
Jockey: Joel Rosario

TRAINER
Bob Baffert
Age: 63

Country: US

102 N

118

Age: 4

Owners: Prince Faisal Bin
Khaled Bin A/Aziz
Breeder: Teneri &Bernardo
Alvarez Calderon

Jockey: Irad Ortiz

TRAINER
Bob Baffert
Age: 63

Country: US

Age: 5

Owners: Michael Tabor,
Derrick Smith & Mrs
John Magnier

Breeder: Skymarc
Jockey: Ryan Moore

TRAINER
Aidan P. O'Brien
Age: 50

Country: Ireland

GRONKOWSKI

BN

Age:5

Owners: Khalid bin
Mishref & Phoenix
Thoroughbred IlI

Breeder: Epic
Thoroughbreds

Jockey: Lanfranco Dettori
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Salem bin Ghadayer

Age: N/A
Country: UAE

Age: 8

Owners: President
Ramzan Kadyrov
Breeder: Qatar
Bloodstock

Jockey: Richard Mullen

Age: 6

Owners: Godolphin
Breeder: Darley
Jockey: Oisin Murphy

TRAINER TRAINER

Satish Seemar Saeed bin Suroor
Age: N/A Age: 53

Country: UAE Country: UAE

Gop |
DREAM
42
117

CHRYSOBERYL | CAPEZZANO

N

Age: 4

Owners: U Carrot Farm
Breeder: Northern Farm
Jockey: Christophe
Soumillon

Age:7

Owners: Katsumi Yoshida
Breeder: Northern Farm
Jockey: Christophe
Patrice Lemaire

Age: 6

Owners: Sultan Ali
Breeder: Darley
Jockey: Mickael
Barzalona
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TRAINER

TRAINER

Hidetaka Otonashi Salem bin Ghadayer Osamu Hirata
Age: 63 Age: N/A Age: 59
Country: Japan Country: UAE Country: Japan

MJJACK

Age: 6

Owners: Prince Faisal
Bin Khaled Bin A/Aziz
Breeder: Derrymore
House Syndicate
Jockey: Abdullah Aloufi

TRAINER
Sami Alharabi

Age: N/A

Country: Saudi Arabia

Age: 4

Owners: Prince Faisal
Bin Khaled Bin A/Aziz
Breeder: Clyne, Mound,
Thompson

Jockey: Alexis Moreno

TRAINER m

Abdullah Mishrif
Age: N/A
Country: Saudi Arabia

THEDRAW || GOLDEN DREAN (GB) 7| TACITUS (US) [E] BENBATL (GB) |22 NORTH AMERICA (GB) ] GRONKOWSKI (US) [E] MIDNIGHT BISOU (US) [i! MAXIMUM SECURITY (US) [ MUCHO GUSTO (US) [l McKINZIE (US) 2] CHRYSOBERYL (UPN) [l GREAT scoT (GB) F2 MAGIC WAND (RE) [l cAPEZZANO (US) 2 MJJACK (IRE)
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The Saudi Cup Pavilion e The Press Conference Area @ Kids Fun Zone

Owners & Trainers e Green Entrance @ Tech Zone
e Media Center @ Information Point @ Circus Live Shows
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TICKETS

Gates open at Midday
First race starts at 4 p.m. (KSA)
Last race starts at 8:40 p.m.

Clubhouse Gardens

THE NUMBERS

5,000

seat Grandstand at
King Abdulaziz
Racetrack in Riyadh

allraces

$29.2m

total Prize purse for

“ & Entrance:a

8

races throughout
the day

Gold

$10m

Saudi Cup
Winner's purse

$3.Bm | $6.Bm

Saudi Cup shared among
Second place | therest

20m

rankings

Breeders’ Cup
The self-styled
Thoroughbred World

(The Inner Track) Championships, the

America’s Pegasus
World Cup knocked
the Dubai World Cup
off the top spot in the
global prize money

Saudi Cup Pavilion

75m

'The Saudi Cup Pavillion's lounge guests are able to
watch the racing from the Pavilion's terrace or enjoy
the Premium Paddock Enclosure and the elevated
view from the Grandstand across the King Abdulaziz

Racecourse.

races runin the
Kingdom in the

2020 will be the
richest race ever run.
Its value is equivalent
to that of all 635

2018-19 season

WORLD RICHEST RACES

16 usm 20usm 12usm

Pegasus World Saudi Cup Dubai World Cup
Cup The first running of' Created in 1996 and

In 2017 and 2018, the Saudi Cup in run annually on the last

Saturday of March
over 10 furlongs on the
dirt

Gusm

Japan Cup

Leading the way is the
Japan Cup, an
invitational race run

on the Tokyo turf for
¥648mn (US$6m)

over a mile-and-a-half

par.ticipa'te in this race,i’ said Classic, fo.r purebred Arabian This ticket provides access to 1351 m Breeders’ Cup was first
trainer Bill Mott of Tacitus. horses, will run over 2,000m the Clubhouse Garden area, EF12100 m runin 1984
res . . home of family entertainment, to
It’s exciting. The great on the dirt track before a the right of the grandstand. E3000m
connections I've been fortunate M AXl M U M 45-minute break. Price: SAR180 (per person)
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