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PILGRIMAGE

The Well

of Zamzam
is a lasting
miracle

For thousands of years, thirsty pilgrims
have relied on the blessed source for
drinking water and spiritual inspiration

fell under the protection of Saudi
kings starting with the founder

Nada Hameed Jeddah

It is one of the most Refore of current Saudi Arabia, King
enduring miracles of Islam, Abdul Aziz.
representing God's mercy. the end of In the past, the holy well was
The Well of Zamzam the Haijj profecied in a primitive way,
first sprang 5,000 years or Umrah but during the late King
ago under the feet of the j. nirney, Abdullah's reign, a great leap
Frophet Ismael after his visitors wais taken with regard to
mother Hagar, the second b developing the way the well
wifle of Ibrahim, ran seven o was maintained. Ie changed
tlmes between the two sure to the methods of filling and
hills of Safa and Marwah gela distributing water across the
looking for water to save bottle or Twio Holy Mosgues.
her thirsty son. iwoof He also started the King

- o Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Zamzam
The name of the well comes from {;?:::::‘"“ Water Project (KPZW) in 2013,

With the increasing number of
visitors coming for Umrah amed
Hajj, the demand for Zamzam
water also rapidly increased, This
necessitated more development
for the well.

The construction cost of the
project amounted (o more than
SR700 million F187 million).

The project did away with many
of the old unprofessional methods
related to pumping, filtering,
distributing and flling the water,

the phrase Zome Zome, meaning
“stop flowing,” a command
repeated by Hapar as she
attempted to contain the

spring water.

The well's ever-clean water has
no moss, insects, fungzus, or any
other impurities, It contains a
higher level of natural minerals
than normal desalinated water.
For this reason, it has a distinet,
heavy taste,

Pilgrims arc always leen to
drink from the well and carry
bottles filled with the water
to their homelands since it is
believed to be a natural source of
healing for the sick, according to
the Prophet Muhammad (peace
b upon himy).

The developrment and
maintenance of the Well of
Zamzam has been of major
importance, with the water
SOLIrCE :ll L l# '11 rli'l'l' centu rii ]

in many ways. 31 4!00“13 : -.-#,

As the main

source of water S P
B, otal quantity o

E'E;E::;l: waterqpum pe!.lrd to the
3 : Grand Mosque in
in ancient Makkah during Halj
limesand for [l R Rk
present-day
pilgrims, the well has
never stopped generating
the blessed water for
Muslims, cxcepl for a short
period of time.

Throughout the ages,
the well was guarded
by Abd Al-Muttaliby hin
Hashim, grandfather of
Prophet Muhammad, then
by many Muslim caliphs up
until modern times, when it

The ald rails and
bucket of the
Zamzam well
preserved ina
museum. S5PA

replacing these with the newest,
salest technologies.

In the past, the water used to
be bottled manually in different-
stzed containers, without
following an authorized hottling
process, resulting in unwanted
water pollution.

With this new project, however,
there are two main siges of
anthorized containers — 5 and
10 liters — in which the water
is treated, bottled, stored, and
distributed eMciently.

Before the end of the Hajj or
Umrah journey, visitors make sure
to get a botile or two of Zamzam
Total quantity water |'.I.r.1'u!|'f~ they leave, which in
of water pumped to . |Jlr1:l;||:-u:-\ years used o I':t'!-ilJ|l
T:‘;ﬂg{ﬁﬂﬁ ﬂﬂ?r?;e 4 . f&\ in chaos nngduncagamzed

et ' ] ) queues. Today, the project
e | c;:]lnw.*i 1\';&[1:?\::::J|Lla}:|lu::ﬁ Lr
L5 | he distributed to pilgrims
: ‘ inside buses or in airports
— in order to save time and
prevent crowding.

Inside the Two Holy
| Mosques, the water is

provided in
?a coolers that
4 undergoa
daily cleaning

| e and fillinz
I% PrCES,

Total quantity of
B water pumped to the
B Prophet's Mosque
# in Madinah during

Ramadan in 2019
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according to the Saudi Mational Water Company
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DIECODER

Zamzam

@ The name of the well comes
from the phrase Zome Zome,
meaning ‘stop flowing,’ a
command repeated by Hagar
during her attempt to contain
the spring water.

@ Zamzam has over 60 names,
including, Zamam, Taybah,
Barah, Maymounah, Sigayatu-|
Haijj, Barakah, Mubarakah,
Kafiyah, Afiyah, Muathibah.

The online purchase of
Zamzam water ic a part of the
National Water Company’s
progect, which was initiated
following the suspension of
sales as a precaution during
the outhreak of the novel
coranavirus pandemic.

Zamzam water is now
distributed via the Saudi
electronic business platform
HMNAR, which offers home
delivery service as well.

Extraction, pumping and
continued surveillance of
storage and pipelines are
achieved through the optical
fiber technology of the
Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition network.

‘With all these technologies,
the quality of Zamzam water’s
natural mincrals is proserved and
sustained according to meticulous

research carried out to determine
the most suitable methodds of
pumping and filtering.

To prevent all the characteristics
of Zamzam water from being
affected by anv external natural
contaminations, the Zamzam
Studies and Research Center has
applied rigorous quality control,

“In order to be able to manage
the Well of Zamzam in a
sustainable manner, we need
to have a full understanding
of the environmental and
hydrogeological setting of this
hely well and the sources of
watber reaching it, including
water conductors in the area”
Samer Showman, president of the
research center, told Arab News.,

“We need to see how the water
is being stored and how fast it is
maoving and the types of minerals
it extracts through its journeyv
between the rocks to understand
what characterizes the fingerprint
of Zamzam water.

“We have linked the
mathematical model witha
rainfall data network and rainfall
stations in a ditfferent part of the
aquifer to determine the exact
volume and quantity of water
that can be extracted throughout
the year in Wadi Ihrahim *
he added.

Showman said that a special
laboratory for Zamzam water in
Makkah tracks and tests different
samples of the water, which are
analyzed on a weekly basis Lo
maintain water quality.



